Air Force seeking volunteers to fill yearlong jobs in Iraq rx.e

STARSW#STRIPES

Rocky. regio : : Accuser’s brother
of France offer%‘ i | | contradicts himself

Coach invites
DODDS players

medieval towns' % ' in Jackson testimony for AAU tryout
Travelimagazine inside AT Page 10 Page 46
Volume 63, No. 325  © SS 2005 . THURSDAY, MARCH 10, 2005 50¢

Sharp COLA drop
raises questions

Troops ask why adjustment was cut by 16 percent in February eees

Finding the bomb
before it finds you

Page 9

Soldiers from the 1st Battalion, 13th Armor

| Regiment and the 70th Engineer Battalion
found a roadside bomb near the Mushada

" Bridge in northern Baghdad on Monday and
"] called in explosive ordnance disposal soldiers.

HEW
From left to right: Army Staff Sgt. Vernon Smith, left, of Tallahassee, Fla., lrom the 766th Ordnance Oompany is helped nlo a protective suit by Pfc. Wade Harrington, of
Steinhatcher, Fla. Members of the EOD team maneuver a tracked robot tumrd the bomb. The bomb, a hollowed-out log filled with artillery wires, is detonated by troops.
Minutes later, an unseen insurgent detonated a second bomb a few yards away as soldiers moved closer to inspect the initial detonation site.
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Croatia war crimes spat: The chanc-
es of the European Union starting

Pairs work well
for workouts

with Croatia
next week were extremely slim Wednes-
day because several EU nations believe
Zagreb has failed to fully cooperate with the
international war crimes tribunal, diplo-
mats in Brussels, Belgium, said.

EU ambassadors will assess the issue on
Thursday, but diplomats said there was
widespread resistance to starting the negoti-
ations on March 17 as originally planned.

EU officials said Chief U.N. prosecutor
Carla Del Ponte wrote the 25 EU members
last week, saying that Croatian war crimes
suspect renred Gen. Ante Gotovina was
within reach of Croatian authorities yet that
they failed to arrest him.

Nepal civil liberties: Nepal’s main royalist
party urged King Gyanendra on Wednesday
to lift curbs on political parties, release
detainees, and restore fundamental rights
suspended since the monarch imposed
emergency rule.

“The political parties and the fundamen-
tal rights are the pillars of constitutional

”’ said Pashupati Rana,

i
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president of the Rashtriya Prajatantra
Party. “All politioal detainces should be re.
leased and press freedom should be re-
stored.”

British terrorism bill: The British govern-
ment, struggling to pass a sweeping new
anti-terrorism law, announced Wednesday
that it would make concessions in a bid to
win the approval of legislators who threaten
to block it.

In the past two days, the government has
suffered crushing defeats in Parliament’s
upper chamber, the House of Lords, where
peers threaten to derail the Prevention of
Terrorism Bill. Critics of the legislation say
it erodes fundamental civil liberties, includ-
ing the right to a fair trial.

States

Trial for Fresno murders: In graphic testi-
mony that made some jurors recoil, the
niece of a man charged with killing nine of
his children described the sexual abuse she
endured while living in his household.

Sofina Solorio testified Tuesday in Fres-
no, Calif,, that the abuse by Marcus Wesson
escalated from touching to oral sex to inter-
course. Wesson forced his nieces and daugh-
ters to perform sexual acts on him and on
each other as he watched, according to testi-
mony.

Wesson, 58, has been charged with mur-
der and with several counts of sexual abuse
of minors. He pleaded innocent to all
counts.

Radio station slnotmg. In an effort to
avert “rap war” violence, the union that
owns the building housing New York’s hip
hop station Hot 97 has demanded that visit-
ing artists be accompanied by no more than

TODAY IN STRIPES

Abby, Annie’s M
American Roundup

one

The New York District Council of Carpen-
ters, the city’s carpemers union, also wants
artists to notify W a week in ad-
vance who will be acwmpanymg them, so
security measures can be taken if neces-

Human smuggling murder trial: Truck driver Tyrone
o the federal courthouse in Houston for the start of his murder t

federal marshals

liams, left, is escorted Tuesday by
in the

deaths of 19 illegal immigrants in 2003. Authorities say Williams, 34, a Jamaican citizen who

es in Schenectady, N.Y., was hired by a smuggling ring to transport more than 70 illegal
ants in his hot, airless tractor-trailer. Witness Abelardo Flores, who admitted he had a

long history of immigrant smuggling and cocaine use, testified Tuesday that Tyrone Williams
had to know “something wasn't right. You open the doors if you care about the people.”

sary, the Daily News reported in Wednes-
day editions.

The move was sparked by a Feb. 28 shoot-
ing that took place in the lobby of the Hot 97
studios after rapper 50 Cent announced he
was dropping former protege The Game
from his G-Unit clique.

Yearbook gun-photo trial: A student’s bid
to appear with a shotgun on his shoulder in
his high school yearbook portrait went to
trial Tuesday in Concord, N.H., with his law-
yer trying to prove that administrators, not
students, banned the pose.

Ina prellmmary decision last month, fed-
eral judge Steven McAuliffe ruled that stu-
dent editors of the Londonderry High
School yearbook made the decision. That
weakened Blake Douglass’ case that his free-
dom of expression was being violated, since
student editors have their own First Amend-
ment protections for editorial decisions.

Cosby civil lawsuit: A former Temple Uni-
versity employee filed suit Tuesday against
comedian Bill Cosby in U.S. District Court
in Philadelphia, alleging that the actor sexu-
ally assaulted her in his Main Line mansion
and then defamed her when the allegations
became public.

The civil suit filed by a Pickering, Ontar-
jo, woman seeks compensation for an al-
leged sexual assault in J anuarv 2004 and for

that
Cosby and his agents made about her to vari-
ous news outlets.

Firing over milk experiment: A Smith-
field, N.C., high school teacher who staged a
class experiment that encouraged students
to drink milk until they vomited has lost an-
other attempt to win his job back.

North Carolina Superior Court Judge E.
Lynn Johnson ruled Monday that the
Johnston County School Board had “suffi-
cient cause” to fire Jeff Ferguson following
his November 2003 experiment at Smith-

field-Selma High School.

Thirty-eight honors chemistry students
volunteered to participate in the milk-guz-
zling experiment, which Ferguson said was
des\gned to test the body’s ability to neutral-
ize acids.

Wright house sold: A Frank Lloyd Wright
house in Chicago that sat on the market for
‘months was auctioned Tuesday for an undis-
closed amount, a real estate company said.

The 1915 house had been on the market
for several months and went unsold even as
the asking price dropped from $2.5 million
to $1.9 million. The owner then took the un-
usual step of putting the house on the auc-
tion block.

Frank Diliberto, senior vice president of
Inland Real Estate Auction, would not di-
vulge the sale price of the Prairie-style
home, and those who attended the auction
slgned confidentiality agreements prohibit-
ing them from disclosing it.

Judge’s family murders: An attorney for
jailed white supremacist Matthew Hale said
Hale’s mother asked him to relay an encod-
ed message from Hale to one of his support-
ers, The New York Times reported Wednes-
day.

Hale, who awaits sentencing for soliciting
the murder of a federal judge, has been a
focus of the investigation into last week’s
shooting deaths of the judge’s husband and
mother.

Lawyer Glenn Greenwald said Hale’s
mother, Evelyn Hutcheson, asked him a few
months ago to pass the message to a Hale
supporter.

He said he declined to deliver it.

U.S. District Judge Joan Humphrey
Lefkow found her 64-year-old husband, at-
torney Michael Lefkow, and 89-year-old
mother, Donna Humphrey, shot to death in
the basement of her Chicago home when
she returned from work Feb. 28.

Stories and photo from wire services
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Troops perplexed by sharp drop in GOLA

Some question 16 precent cut, but recent decline in exchange rate suggests increase on way

BY TERRY BOYD
AND SCOTT SCHONAUER

Stars and Stripes

Soldiers, sailors, Marines and
airmen are asking how cost-of-liv-
ing adjustments can go down with
the dollar near historic lows.

On March 1, U.S. Army Europe
issued a news release stating that
the COLA would decrease about
16 percent for servicemembers in
Europe due to “a gradual im-
provement in the US. dol-
lar-to-euro exchange rate that
began in January 2005.”

But USAREUR officials could
not explain the reason for the
COLA dropping 16 percent. The
command does not set COLA
rates, only relays news about
cost-of-living adjustment chang-
es, said Elke Herberger, US-
AREUR public affairs specialist.
Herberger directed further ques-
tions to the per diem committee
in Washington, D.C.

Since the beginning of the year,
the dollar climbed from $1.35 for
1 euro on Jan. 4 to $1.32 on Feb.
23, or a 2.2 percent increase.

There were COLA increases on
Nov. 1 and Dec. 16, 2004, so the
dollar’s short-lived upward spike
in February and the related de-
crease in COLA, caught many Eu-
rope-based Americans by sur-
prise.

A 16 percent COLA decrease
on the family’s last paycheck was
“unexpected,” said Stephanie
Jones, whose husband is an offic-
er with the 2nd Battalion, 6th In-
fantry Regiment, 1st Armored Di-
vision in Baumholder, Germany.

Jones said she doesn’t see a
rise in the dollar’s value “to justi-
fy” the COLA cut, Jones added.

In many cases, the recent drop

in COLA took more than $100
from troops’ pockets. Late last
year, a typical E-7 was earning
about $800 in COLA. Now, he gets
about $680.

“I can only speak for myself,
but my COLA has dropped
$191.28 in a one-month period
from 1 Feb 05 to 1 Mar 05,” Petty
Officer 1st Class G. Dean Ma-
haffey from Naples, Italy, wrote
in an e-mail to Stars and Stripes.

“That is approximately a 15 per-
cent drop in one month, and I
have not seen any change that
would (explain) why this has oc-
curred,” he wrote.

Why the COLA cut came all at
once instead of incrementally is
not clear. To be sure, there are
many other factors in calculating
COLA, including prices at state-
side bases.

The per diem committee,
which sets Department of De-
fense allowances, generally ad-
justs COLA rates when there is at
least a 5 percent cumulative up-
ward or downward movement in
dollar value against foreign cur-
rencies, according to an e-mail
from Roy Sammarco, chief of the
Per Diem, Travel and Transporta-
tion Allowance Committee.

The committee’s currency soft-
ware accumulates weekly differ-
ences until there’s a S percent
change, Sammarco wrote. But the
dollar rate never hit that magical
5 percent mark, Sammarco stat-
ed.

“You are correct in that the ac-
commodation rate has not hit
7775, he wrote in response to an
earlier Stars and Stripes query.

Repeated attempts to reach
for i i

Dollar’s gain lowers COLA

The change in the dollar to euro exchange rate over the past two months
has resulted in a drop in servicemembers’ cost of living allowance

Euros per d

0.737 0.7368
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0.7512

0.758

0.7509

0.7458 0.7462

0.7388

14
February

Source: Bank of America

rate at which U.S. military-affiliat-
ed banks can sell euros. The clos-
est that rate came was .7635 on
Feb. 9, according to the Heidel-
berg-based 266th Finance Com-
mand’s Web site.

Sammarco was traveling, ac-
cording to a spokesman at his of-
fice, and only per diem commit-
tee members can address COLA
issues, said Paul Boyce, a spokes-
man for Army personnel issues.

The decrease in COLA may be
short-lived, USAREUR stated in
its release.

Over the 15 days that should
have determined the COLA for
soldiers’ final February pay, the
dollar’s value rose — using the
266th Finance Command’s fig-
ures — from $1.32 to $1.28 per
euro, or an increase in value of 3
percent. And in the eight-day lag
period, the actual exchange rate
has once again headed down, a

unsuccessful.
The accommodation rate is the

trend in the US-
AREUR release.
“The dollar to euro exchange

Stars and Stripes

rate has recently declined from
mid-February 2005 levels,” the re-
lease stated. “If this trend contin-
ues, servicemembers can expect
an increase in their COLA when
the downward movement in the
exchange rate reaches the 5 per-
cent threshold.”

Whatever the reason for the
COLA cut,

A hit to the i
pocketbook

The Department of Defense Per
Diem Committee announced last
week that cost-of-living allowances
for many servicemembers in
Europe decreased in their latest
paychecks.

The COLA rates reflect a
percentage of how much higher
the cost of living is in military
communities in Europe compared
to stateside bases. For example,
the stateside COLA index is set at
100, s0 a COLA index of 130 in
Heidelberg means that it is 30
percent more expensive to live in
Heidelberg than at the average
base in the States.

Alook at COLA rates for selected
communities:

T say
they’re still using a dollar that is
worth only about 75 euro cents.

That has a big impact when pay-
ing phone and the cable television
bills in euros, Jones said.

“I'll think twice about going
shopping on the economy,” she
said.

Most of all, people are left won-
dering what happened.

“Prices,” said Master Sgt. Rob-
ert Boufford, assigned to the
723rd Air Mobility Squadron at
Ramstein Air Base, “have gone
up, not down.”

E-mail Terry Boyd

d.mil

GERMANY
Frankfurt am Main 130
Garmisch 138
Heidelberg 130
Kaiserslautern 130
Ramstein 130
Vilseck/Grafenwdhr 124
(i itzil 130
ITALY
Aviano 134
Gaeta 142
Naples 144
Sigonella 142
Vicenza 132
ENGLAND
Alconbury 134
Lakenheath/Mildenhall 134
SPAIN
Rota 130

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:
schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Aviano Elementary principal tops in DODDS-Europe

Courtesy photo

no Elementary School
principal Melissa Klopfer was
named the top elementary school
principal in DODDS-Europe.

BY Russ RIZZ0O

Stars and Stripes

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy —
Aviano Elementary School princi-
pal Melissa Klopfer was named
elementary school principal of
the year for Department of De-
fense Dependents Schools in Eu-
rope on Friday, a month after
DODDS-Europe named Aviano’s
high school principal the best in
Europe.

“It’s like a two-run home run,”
DODDS-Europe spokesman
David Ruderman said.

Klopfer now will be considered
for principal of the year for all of
DODDS in the elementary school
category. Aviano High School
principal Doug McEnery is being
considered in the high school cat-
egory. In addition, Aviano High
School assistant principal Susan
Page won the Department of De-
fense-wide award last year.

Thomas Ellinger, superinten-
dent of the Mediterranean Dis-
trict, which includes 18 schools
in Italy, Spain and Turkey, said
he impressed with Klopfer
the first time he
met her more
than two de-

&k As teachers we are

she served various roles in Tur-
key and Japan. He recalled see-
ing her office filled with children
one morning and was impressed
to learn that Klopfer mentored se-
lect pupils, he

said.
When Aviano

cades ago. A kin- ¥ o Elementary
dergarten teach- taught to find opened three
er in Iwakuni, the ggn{,us in years ago, El-
Japan, at the N linger picked
time, Klopfer  every child. Bul  Kiopfer to head
stood out with A . it. The school
her command of 712/ JOD @5 10 1ind s about 750 pu-
a classroom and s i pils.

personal interac- the genius in Klopfer  re-
tion with pupils,  epery teacher.¥y — mains the dy-
said  Ellinger, namic  teacher

who had visited
the school on a
site inspection.
“She was just
dynamic,” Ellinger said.
Ellinger later tapped Klopfer
to serve as principal of an elemen-
tary school in the Azores, after

Melissa Klopfer

Aviano Elementary School

she was two de-
cades ago, El-
linger said, with
a constant em-
phasis on reading and personal in-
teraction with children. One pro-
gram that stands out in Ellinger’s
mind: Aviano Elementary School
has three classes that include pu-

Principal,

pils of different grade levels, al-
lowing children to advance ac-
cording to their skills rather than
age, he said.

“Ideas just pop out of her
head,” Ellinger said.

Klopfer still finds time to men-
tor children. Two of her pupils,
whose parents are out of the coun-
try for Air Force training, c:
her cellular telephone number
with them, she said.

Klopfer said her role in consoli-
dating three elementary schools
— from Aviano, Perdenone and
Vagont — into one school with
765 children probably helped her
earn the nomination. She was in-
volved with everything from fire
escape plans to building new cur-
ricula, she said.

“As teachers we are taught to
find the genius in every child,”
Klopfer said. “But my job is to
find the genius in every teacher.”

E-mail Russ Rizz0 at:
rizzor@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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At Ramstein, a load of
work and more ahead

Busy AF squadron to see increase in
cargo traffic when Rhein-Main closes

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER
Stars and Stripes

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Germany —
With the push of the button, the pallet gen-
tly rolls down the
track and through a
sliding door.

The cargo dlsap-
pears into
four-story ware-
house, where a large
crane automatically
hoists the pallet and
moves it to the right
spot like the steady
hand of a librarian
sliding a book onto
the top shelf.

The robotic rolling
crane and ware-
house, called the
Mechanized Material
Handling System, is a
critical piece of ma-
chinery that helps the
723rd Air Mobility
Squadron move thou-

with the closure of Rhein-Main Air Base
by the end of the year. The amount of
cargo the unit has moved has doubled
since 2001 and the additional number of
passengers coming through the U.S. mili-
tary’s main transporta-
tion hub in Europe
will make things even
busier.

Much of the cargo
going through Ram-
stein heads to places
such as Bosnia-Herze-
govina, Afghanistan
and Iraq.

“It never slows
down here,” said Mas-
ter Sgt. Brian
McDaniel, the squad-
ron’s noncommis-
sioned officer in
charge of special han-
dling.

Airmen are already
working long days, but
they could get longer
as the Air Force gradu-
shutters

PHOTOS BY SCOTT SCHONAUER/Stars and Stripes

Airman Zach Fuchs helps load a pallet onto a forklift Wednesday at Ramstein Air Base in
ir Mol

Germany. The 723rd Ai

Squadron transports more cargo tha

n any other air base

squadron in Europe and expects to take on more when Rhein-Main Air Base closes this year.

could be a greater challenge.

Right now, the base has enough room
for 14 to 15 large cargo aircraft. But after
construction is complete

The robotic crane and warehouse that
arrived on base last year is the U.S. mili-
tary’s largest, fully automated cargo han-

dling system and will

sands of pounds of
cargo daily.

Without  it, the
squadron would have

Air Force Staff Sgt. Dan Baird
steadies a pallet onto his forklift

ally
Rhein-Main.
‘The heavy workload
will fall upon people
such as Senior Airman

had a difficult time
shipping the more
than 200,000 tons of
cargo, from food to
ammunition. The automated system is
the centerpiece to what the squadron
does, but the 723rd commander, Col. Jef-
frey Derrick, is quick to credit the unit’s
roughly 750 people for making things go
relatively smoothly.

“The people make it work,” Derrick
aid.

The squadron moves more cargo than
any other Air Force squadron in Europe
and the pace is only expected to quicken

at Ramstein Air Base.

Brian Tate, who keeps
track of the hulking
cargo planes that
come in and out of Ramstein like rigs
passing through a truck stop on Germa-
ny’s autobahn. But he is unfazed by the
prospect of busier days ahead.
“Igrew up on a farm,” said Tate, who is
from Tuscaloosa, Ala. “This is cake.”
How well the squadron will be able to
handle additional cargo and passengers
depends largely on construction up-
grades to the ramp and the passenger ter-
minal. If those projects are delayed, it

by the end of this year,
there will be room for
more than two dozen air-
craft, such as C-5s and
C-17s.

Maj. Leigh Method,
the squadron’s aerial
port flight commander,
said the most difficult
part of taking on more
cargo and people is that
they really won't know
how it will work until the
day Rhein-Main closes
later this year.

“There’s a lot of plan-

&k There’s a lot of
planning and
testing. But you
don’t know what’s
going to happen
until it happens.?

Maj. Leigh Method

Aerial port flight commander,
723rd Air Mobility Squadron

help the squadron carry
the load. The ware-
house can store more
than 450 pallets at a
time and the crane can
do the job in a fraction
of the time of manually
driven forklifts.

The question is wheth-
er airmen can take on
the extra work.

Squadron members
are optimistic.

“There isn’t a single
person [with the squad-
ron] who doesn’t under-

ning and testing,” Method said. “But you
don’t know what’s going to happen until it
happens.”

stand the importance of the mission,”
Method said.

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:
schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Report: Australian,
U.S. soldiers charged
after gun found in bag

The Associated Press

ISTANBUL, Turkey — A U.S.
soldier and an Australian soldier
who crossed into Turkey from
neighboring Iraq could face up to
three years in prison after a gun
was allegedly found in the Ameri-
can’s luggage as the two tried to
board a flight in Turkey, a news
agency reported Wednesday.

A court in the city of Diyarba-
kir, in southeastern Turkey,
charged Christopher Franz Pipes
and Ross Milosevic of Australia
with carrying firearms without a
license, after a gun, which was in

several pieces, was found in the
American’s luggage at the city’s
airport, the Anatolia news agency
reported.

The two had crossed into Tur-
key from Iraq and were boarding
a flight from Diyarbakir to Istan:
bul, Anatolia said.

The two were freed pending
the trial, the agency said. The
charges carry a penalty of be-
tween one and three years in pris-
on.

The U.S. Embassy could not
confirm the report. An Australian
Embassy official said he could
not comment, citing privacy laws.

Breedlove wins USAFE award

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy — Brig. Gen. Philip
Breedlove was named the most commumty -friend-
ly commander in U.S. Air Forces in Europe, win-
ning a 2004 USAFE Public Affairs Achievement
Award for “special achieve-
ment for community support,”
the Air Force announced this
week. e

Breedlove, commander of
the 31st Fighter Wing, has
been a critical factor in gain-
ing local support for the Air
Force when public opinion in
Italy is opposed to U.S. poli-
cies, according to Capt. Eric El-
liott, a base spokesman who

i for the

award.

Breedlove takes questions from callers on Z-FM
radio for an hour every other week and has partici-
pated in 36 community events in the past six
‘months, including an Italian-American Friendship
Day in September that drew more than 2,000 par-
ticipants, Elliott said.

Fire destroys renovated range

An early-morning fire Tuesday destroyed the
recently renovated Range No. S at the Wackern-
heim Range near McCully Barracks in Wackern-
heim, Germany.

German and American firefighters and police
responded to the 1 a.m. fire. No injuries were re-
ported.

The range, which is 50-by-30 meters or rough-
ly half the size of a football field, was renovated
in September and had $100,000 worth of work
done to it. However, the entire cost of the fire
damage has not been determined, said Donna
Dean, 221st Base Support Battalion spokeswom-
an.

The Wackernheim Range is a standard U.S.
Army rifle range consisting of six ranges used to
train and qualify soldiers on a variety of weap-
ons.

The cause of the fire is not known. American
and German authorities are investigating.

From staff reports
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Students

go high-tech
at school’s
video forum

BY RICK EMERT
Stars and Stripes

Some DODDS video produc-
tion students were in high-tech
heaven this week during the Take
One video symposium at Hohen-
fels High School in Germany.

Twenty-three students from
the Department of Defense De-
pendents Schools-Europe worked
on state-of-the-art equipment and
software that is used by profes-
sionals in video production, ac-
cording to Larry Bruce, educa-
tional technologist leader for the
Bavaria District.

The 2V>-day symposium was an
intensive learning event, which
ran Monday through Wednesday.
During the mornings, students
learned about software, equip-
ment and techniques. During the
afternoons, they worked on actual
products, which were reviewed
by all in attendance on the final
day, Bruce said.

“The students are working
from the time they wake up until
they go to bed,” Bruce said.
“They are very driven.”

Teachers from the participat-
ing schools — Ansbach, Hohen-
fels, Patch and Vilseck high
schools — were on hand to lead
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e three cros: red hoieses
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PAT RIDGE/Courtesy of DODDS-Europe

Dave Bickham records a song in digital format Tuesday for a video
project at Hohenfels High School, Germany, during the Take One video
'symposium. Watching Bickham are, from left, Raven Morales, Lauran
Mier and John Valle, all from Patch High School.

the classes. Subjects included
shooting and editing video in the
field, recording a garage-band
soundtrack and using editing soft-
ware to complete the project,
Bruce said.

The students were selected by
video production teachers for the
workshop and are to return to
their schools to teach other stu-
dents what they learned, he said.

The students, getting their first
big taste of professional video pro-
duction, were hooked, despite the
long hours.

“This is definitely going to be
one of my [college] majors,” said
Courtney Pirosko, a Patch High
School junior. “Whether you want
to be in front of the camera or be-

hind it, this really helps you un-
derstand the big picture of a pro-
duction.”

A newcomer to the video pro-
duction program at Ansbach, se-
nior Mike Ewing said he studied
harder to prepare for the sympo-
sium.

“When they opened up video
production program at my school
last year, I couldn’t take it be-
cause of scheduling conflicts,” he
said. “I took it this year and stud-
ied a little harder to catch up to
where other students were.

“This symposium is an awe-
some program that gives students
another career opportunity to
look into.”

E-mail Rick Emert at:
emertr@mail.es

School staff acts
to help sick hoy

BY BEN MURRAY
Stars and Stripes

BAD KISSINGEN, Germany —
Quick reactions and cool nerves
from staff members at Bad Kissin-
gen Elementary School helped
stabilize a little boy who went into
a fever-induced seizure while at
the school.

Lawanna Horton, the boy’s
mother, said she was attending a
parent-teacher conference at the
school last month when her
1-year-old son Garrett became ag-
itated in his stroller.

Within minutes, she said, her
son began to shake, his eyes be-
came fixed and he stopped re-
sponding to her calls.

“His temperature just shot up
all of a sudden,” she said.
would blink every now and then
but he would not respond to us.”

Horton grabbed the boy and
ran into the school’s front office,
yelling for help. There she found
the school nurse, Nicole Austin.

Caring for the boy quickly be-
came a team effort, said school
secretary Alba Torres, who was
in the office at the time. While
Austin took the lead in stabilizing

arrett, Steve Reinfurt, a
first- grade teacher with emergen-
cy medical training, arrived to as-
sist, she said.

Another teacher called Ger-
‘man paramedics.

“Everyone, amazingly, was
calm,” Torres said, but the experi-
ence was harrowing. “As a par-
ent, it was scary, and you feel pret-
ty much impotent.”

BEN MURRAY/Stars and Stripes

Lawanna Horton holds her
1-year-old son, Garrett, just a few
days after the boy’s return from a
six-day stay at the hospital for
repeated, fever-induced seizures.
Two of Garrett’s sisters, Kaylee,
6, left, and Joely, 5, look happy
that their brother will be fine.

Little Garrett, whose father is
Staff Sgt. Wendell Horton of Com-
pany A, 1st Battalion, 26th Infan-
try Regiment, remained unrespon-
sive until the paramedics arrived,
and has since spent a week in the
hospital after suffering two more
prolonged seizures, Lawanna Hor-
ton said.

Other members of the family
have had similar episodes — in-
cluding herself and at least two of

University of Maryland University College Europe

Bndblzmmghmmmbimwidl e ot e nclaol:
mil]ury environment. EmanMAmCmmnung

Conract the Graduate Programs staff at DSN 370-6762,
CIV +49-(0)6221-378302, or c-mail edgradproged.umsc.echu.

her four — but not so
young or so frequently, she said,
prompting her to hospitalize Gar-
rett for tests two weeks .

Doctors said the toddler hasn’t
suffered any long-term effects,
she said, and the seizures are not
cause for serious alarm.

E-mail Ben Murray at:
murrayb@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Airman dies in training

TYNDALL AIR FORCE BASE,
Fla. — An airman from Eglin Air
Force Base collapsed and died
while attending training at this
Florida Panhandle installation.

Tech. Sgt. James Smith, 38, suf-
fered a seizure Monday at Tyn-
dall’s alterations shop, where car-
diopulmonary resuscitation im-
mediately was performed, Air
Force officials said Tuesday.

Smith, who was attending Non-
commissioned Officers Academy,
was taken to a hospital, where he
was pronounced dead. The cause
of death remained under investiga-
tion, officials said in a statement.

Smith, of Atlanta, served about
20 years in the Air Force and re-
cently had been selected for pro-
motion to master sergeant. He
was maintenance flight support
section chief for the 33rd Mainte-
nance Squadron, part of the 33rd
Fighter Wing at Eglin, about 65
miles northwest of Tyndall.

Smith is survived by his wife,
Joanne; son Jason, 11; and daugh-
ter Christina, 15.

From The Associated Press
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AF seeks volunteers for yearlong Iraq duty

BY LISA BURGESS
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — The Air Force is
seeking volunteers willing to spend a full
year in Iraq to fill about 200 joint U.S. mili-
tary jobs, most of them in Baghdad.

Although one-year tours are the norm
for the Army, the positions are the first
one-year rotations the Air Force has under-
taken in Iraq.

Most Air Force deploymema ‘which are
managed under the service’s Air Expedi-
tionary Force, or AEF, cycles, are four
months long — although some airmen with
special skills that are in high demand, such
as military police, can be deployed for six
months.

US. Central Command officials asked

the Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. John
Jumper to extend some of its Iraq tours in
order to provide “increased stability and
continuity of operations” in certain posi-
tions, according to Saturday’s Air Force
message about the extensions.

The jobs are a mix of enlisted and officer
billets. Many of the positions are intelli-
gence analysts, according to an Air Force
Iist of openings, although transportation,
personnel, budget and other support spe-
cialists are also in demand.

Air Force officials will first ask airmen
who are currently filling the billets as part
of their four-month AEF rotation if they
would be willing to spend an addmonal
eight months in Iraq, according to
Force spokeswoman Jennifer Stephens.

But “we’re not going to make them stay,”

Stephens said in a Tuesday telephone inter-

view.

Instead, the Air Force is seeking volun-
teers for the jobs, followed by an involun-
tary selection to fill remaining slots,
Stephens said.

Both volunteer and nonvolunteer re-
placements for the airmen now posted in
Baghdad will start their new jobs in July
and August, Stephens said.

The rotations are not technically a “short
tour” because the United States and Iraq
have not signed a status of forces agree-
ment, which normally covers permanent
assignments, Stephens noted.

Instead, the one-year posmons will fall

ments that are not available for standard
temporary assignments, such as priority
for follow-on assignments.

Force officials will also give airmen
short-tour credit for the Iraq assignments,
as well as exempting them from their nor-
mal AEF or other contingency deploy-
ments for six months following their re-
turn home.

The Air Force is also offering family
members standard short-tour benefits,
such as the possibility of moving to the air-
man’s follow-on assignment location while
their sponsor is in Irag, Stephens said.

For more information on the Irag one-year tours,
contact your Air Force Personnel Flight,or go to!

under the category of

htm

length” temporary duty assignments,
which allows the Air Force to offer entitle-

E-mail Lisa Burgess at:
burgessl@stripes.osd.mil

BY LEO SHANE III
Stars and Stripes

‘WASHINGTON — Only about 60 air-
men have taken advantage of the Opera-
tion Blue to Green program in its first
seven months, Air Force said Wednes-
day.

The program, launched to help reduce
the 17,000 extra airmen in the service
last fa!l while helping the Army with its
manning shortfall, offers bonuses to Air
Force troops to transfer into high-de-
mand specialties with the Army.

Gen. John Jumper, Air Force chief of
staff, said other retirement and reloca-
tion programs have been much more suc-
cessful. The force is still about 7,000 air-
‘men over its end-strength goal, but Jump-
er said he expects to reach that reduced
level by June 1.

Air Force officials have done essential-
1y no recruiting over the last five months
and will welcome in about 18,000 new air-
men this year — about 15,000 fewer than
a typical recruiting class.

Meanwhile, Army recruiters missed
their monthly recruiting goal in Febru-
ary, the first time they’ve come up short

Air Force’s Blue to Green
program off to slow start

in almost five years. Officials blamed the
problem on public concerns about the on-
going wars in Iraq and Afghamstan

Under Blue to Green, most airmen who
opt for transfer could retain their grade
and rank. Sailors also are being sought
under the program.

Jumper’s statements came as mem-
bers of the House Appmpnanons Com-
mittee reviewed quality of life issues for
airmen. Several representatives ex-
pressed concern about the costs associat-
ed with the higher-than-expected level of
personnel.

At one point last year the force had
‘more than 24,000 extra airmen, but Jump-
er said the demands of Operation Noble
Eagle and the global war on terrorism
have “kept them all busy.”

About 2,600 airmen are currently as-
sisting Army units in Iraq with convoy
services, mostly driving vehicles, Jump-
er said.

The general said he has dismissed sug-
gestions of simply discharging service-
members to reduce force numbers be-
cause of the potential damage such a
move could do to morale.

E-mail Leo Shane at: shanel@stripes.osd.mil

Airman’s wife arrested

SAN ANGELO, Texas — Authorities
have arrested the wife of a Dyess Air
Force Base airman who was found dead
in a West Texas stock tank, accusing her
of tampering with evidence.

Staff Sgt. Michael Leslie Severance's
body was found on Sunday in a tank on a
ranch located 15 miles northeast of San
Angelo. The 24-year-old’s death was ruled
a homicide.

His wife, Wendi Davidson, was being
held on $50,000 bond on Tuesday in the
Tom Green County Jail. If convicted of
the third-degree felony, she would face up
to 10 years in prison and a $10,000 fine.

An affidavit filed by the Texas Rangers
says Davidson’s brother told investigators
that his sister said she had found Sever-
ance dead in bed and dumped his body in
the tank.

An agent with the U.S. Air Force Office
of Special Investigations followed David-
son to the ranch a week before divers
found the body, according to the affidavit.

Severance’s family said they told inves-
tigators that Davidson gave them conflict-
ing reports about her husband’s disap-
pearance.

She reported him missing Jan. 15.

NCO dies in training

TYNDALL AIR FORCE BASE, Fla. —
An airman from Eglin Air Force Base col-
lapsed and died while attending training
at this Florida Panhandle installation.

Tech. Sgt. James Smith, 38 suffered a
seizure Monday at Tyndall’s

JEFF SCHRADE/Special to Stars and Stripes

From left, Rep. Steve Buyer, Sen. Larry Craig and Rep. Jeff Miller listen to testimony on
the budget for veterans affairs programs during the Joint Veterans Affairs Committee
hearing in Washington on Tuesday. Wounded servicemembers and their advocates de-
cried what they say is insufficient funding for medical care.

Veterans protest VA budget plans

BY LEO SHANE III
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Hundreds of disabled
veterans booed and jeered Republican
House members on Tuesday for their bud-
get proposal for veterans’ health care,
which critics call inadequate to deal with
the future needs of current troops.

Following testimony before a pair of con-
gressional committees by officials from the
Disabled American Veterans, or DAV, the
crowd of more than 400 wounded and dis-
abled veterans cheered House members
who criticized the president’s budget plans

shop where cardiopulmonary resuscita-
tion immediately was performed, Air
Force officials said Tuesday.

Smith, who was attending Noncommis-
sioned Officers Academy, was taken to
Bay Medical Center in Panama City
where he was pronounced dead. The
cause of death remained under investiga-
tion, officials said in a news release.

Smith, of Atlanta, served about 20 years
in the Air Force and recently had been se-
lected for promotion to master sergeant.
He was maintenance flight support sec-
tion chief for the 33rd Maintenance Squad-
ron, part of the 33rd Fighter Wing at
Eglin, about 65 miles northwest of Tyn-
dall. He had been stationed at Eglin since
1997.

The academy prepares NCOs for posi-
tions of increased responsibility by broad-
ening their leadership and supervisory
skills and their military professionalism.

From The Associated Press

and heckled repr who defended
the spending.

The loudest heckling was reserved for
House Veterans' Affairs chairman Rep.
Steve Buyer, R-Ind., who was criticized by
Democrats on the committee and rebuked
the crowd at one point by saying “where
the river is the shallowest, it makes the
most noise.”

The proposed 2006 budget includes a 1.1
percent increase for the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, which officials from the
DAV called too little to deal with the large
number of servicemembers expected to re-
turn from Iraq and Afghanistan with miss-
ing limbs, mental illnesses and other ser-
vice injuries.

In addition, the budget would require vet-
erans without combat injuries and who
‘make more than $25,000 a year to pay a
$250 enrollment fee to use department
health services.

added to the budget for veterans’ medical
care, and see the new fees removed.

But Republicans on the committee have
already forwarded their budget proposals
to House officials, and they include an en-
rollment fee and only slight funding in-
creases.

Rep. Bob Filner, D-Calif., called Buyer
and his supporters hypocrites for schedul-
ing Tuesday’s hearing without any inten-
tion of considering the veterans budget
concerns.

“This budget is an insult to our troops
and to you,” he told the crowd, who re-
sponded with a standing ovation. “This is
unconscionable.”

Rep. Corrine Brown, D-Fla., called prom-
ises made by Republicans “frankly a lot of
[expletive],” and was quickly censured by
Buyer as the crowd roared in approval.

Buyer said the committee is focused on
making sure the poorest and most severely
injured veterans continue to receive free
medical care, and said many affluent, unin-
jured veterans can currently exploit the
Tow-cost health care system. If changes are
not made, the quality of care could suffer,
he said.

Army Sgt. Tyler Hall, a 24-year-old Alas-
kan who lost part of his left leg in an impro-
vised explovsive device blast in August,
said he attended Tuesday’s hearing to
learn more about the legislative process
and see how he can help other soldiers like
himself.

“The number of disabled vets is growing,
so this affects us quite a bit,” he said. “You
almost g0 into the VA hospi-

James Sursely, national of
the DAV, which calls itself the voice of ser-
vice-connected disabled veterans, said he
wants to see an additional $3.4 billion

tals, so we need to make sure the care is
there.”

E-mail Leo Shane at: shanel@stripes.osd.mil
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Commander reprimanded for Abu Ghraib

Karpinski was in charge of Iraq prison during detainee abuse scandal

BY JON R. ANDERSON
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — One of the top com-
manders implicated in the Abu Ghraib
scandal has been quietly handed a letter of
reprimand, according to Army and con-
gressional sources.

Brig. Gen. Janis Karpinski, who led the
800th Military Police Brigade and the MPs
who worked at Abu Ghraib, was issued the
reprimand by Army vice chief of staff Gen.
Dick Cody in recent weeks.

Karpinski was suspended from com-
mand duties after a series of high-level in-
vestigations accused her of sloppy leader-
ship that contributed to problems of abuse
at the infamous prison.

Karpinski’s attorney declined to com-
ment.

It was unclear if additional punishment
‘would be meted out against Karpinski, said
officials.

“The real question now is whether there
will be a relief for cause,” said one Army of-
ficial close to the case, referring to perma-
nent loss of command responsibilities.

Meanwhile, Maj. Gen. Barbara Fast,
whose role in the abuse as the chief of intel-
ligence in Iraq was questioned in some cor-
ners, has been exonerated of wrongdoing
by Army investigators.

Those findings are now being briefed to
congressional leaders.

Fast was reassigned to Fort Huachuca,

Ariz., several months ago. With the formal
investigations now wrapping up, Army
leaders plan to
Fast as the cﬂmmand-
er of intelligence train-
ing there soon.

“The fact that she’s
there at all,” said one
Army official, “is a
clear message that the
Army leadership
stands behind her.”

There are no clear
messages, however,
being sent on the fate
of Fast’s boss in Iraq,
Lt Gen. Ricardo
Sanchez.

Karpinski

‘A certain reluctance’

Sanchez led all coalition forces in Iraq
for more than a year after taking over the
reins of V Corps on June 14, 2003. Sanchez
rejoined his staff in Heidelberg, Germany,
after handing off command duties in Iraq
to Gen. George Casey on July 1.

With Sanchez’s two-year tour as com-
mander of V Corps ending in a few months,
it remains unclear what will happen to the
Army’s top military official implicated in
the scandal.

“No final decision will be made until the
Army investigation is complete,” said one
senior Defense Department official of
Sanchez’s fate, but added “there is a cer-

tain reluctance to put him through another
round of hearings again.”

Sanchez was grilled
by congressional lead-
ers in the wake of the
scandal and would
have to appear before
the Senate again for
c.unﬁnnaciun to any

ew ree-  or
fuur star assignment.
Unless nominated and
approved for another
assignment, Sanchez
would be forced to re-
tire. Through aspokes-
man in Germany,
Sanchez declined to comment.

At least two top investigations have al-
ready laid some blame at Sanchez’s feet.

Sanchez and his deputy, Maj. Gen. Walt
WO]da.kOW:kl were criti d by several
top-level military igations into Abu
Ghraib for failing to ensure proper over-
sight of the detention facility.

Lt. Gen. Anthony Jones, who led an in-
vestigation released in August, wrote that
while Sanchez and his leadership cadre
“did not commit the abuse at Abu Ghraib
they did bear responsibility for lack of over-
sight of the facility, failing to respond in a
timely manner to the reports from the In-
ternational Committee of the Red Cross
and for issuing policy memos that failed to
provide clear, consistent guidance for exe-
cution at the tactical level.”

Sanchez

Former Defense Secretary James R.

‘hlesinger, which led another investiga-
tion also released in August, arrived at the
same conclusion.

Another investigation is due out this
week.

Full reckoning

Vice Adm. Albert Church is expected to
brief congressional leaders on his findings
Thursday.

Church, the Navy’s Inspector General,
was ordered by Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld to provide a broad-based review
of all the investigations into detainee opera-
tions and address areas not covered by
those reports.

Army investigations into the culpability
of specific leaders are wrapping up as well.

And while Church was not directly
tasked with addressing the question of lead-
ership accountability, the topic is sure to
be raised in the hearings.

“The accountability question is critical
and continues to be,” said one senior Sen-
ate staffer. Indeed, senators on both sides
of the aisle — led by John McCain, R-Ariz.,
and Jack Reed, D-R.I. — have demanded a
full reckoning for senior leaders and have
raised eyebrows at the fact that, so far,
only junior enlisted soldiers have faced for-
mal charges from the military.

E-mail Jon R. Anderson at:
ion.anderson@stripes.osd.mil
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0 American contractors hurt in suicide blast

3 killed; separate
bombing kills GI

BY TODD PITMAN
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — At least 30
American  contractors ~ were
wounded Wednesday by a suicide
bombing near a hotel in Baghdad.

‘Also in Baghdad, Iraqi officials
said Wednesday that 41 bodies —
some bullet-riddled, others be-
headed — have been found at two
sites, and they believe some of the
corpses are Iraqi soldiers kid-
napped and killed by insurgents.

In another attack, interim Plan-
ning Minister Mahdi al-Hafidh es-
caped assassination after gunmen
opened fire on his convoy in Bagh-
dad. One of his guards was killed
and two others were wounded, po-
lice

AU.S. soldier was killed and an-
other was injured Wednesday
when a roadside bomb detonated
as they were patrolling in the capi-
tal, the military said.

In the Baghdad suicide bomb-
ing, a garbage truck packed with
explosives blew up outside the Ag-
riculture Ministry and the Sadeer
Hotel, which is used by Western
contractors, killing at least three
people, and wounding the 30
Americans, officials said. The
bomber also died.

The U.S. Embassy said the 30
injured Americans were among
40 people hurt in the blast, but no
Americans were killed. In an In-
ternet statement, al-Qaida in
purportedly claimed responsi

An Iraqi soldier stands by the crater after a garbage truck exploded
near a hotel used by Western contractors in Baghdad on Wednesday.
The blast shook buildings and covered the area with acrid black smoke.

calling it the “hotel of the Jews.”

The bombing shook nearby
buildings in the heart of the capi-
tal, injuring dozens of people and
sending up a huge column of
acrid black smoke. Volleys of au-
tomatic weapons fire could be
heard before and after the explo-
sion.

Police said a group of insur-
gents wearing police uniforms
first shot to death a guard at the
Agriculture Ministry’s gate, allow-
ing the truck to enter a compound
the ministry shares with the adja-

ty for the attack on the Sadeer, cent Sadeer hotel. Guards in the

area then fired on the vehicle, try-
ing to disable it before it exploded.

Two other car bombings were
also reported. Police 1st Lt. Mo-
hammed al-Duleimi said one car
bomber targeted an American
checkpoint outside a base in Ha-
baniyah, 50 miles west of Bagh-
dad.

Another car bomb exploded
near U.S. troops close to a U.S.
base in Abu Ghraib, just west of
the capital, police Lt. Akram
al-Zubaie said.

Late Tuesday, authorities
found 26 corpses in a field near

U.S. deaths in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Tuesday, at least 1,509
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning of
the Iraq war in March 2003, ac-
cording to an Associated Press
count. At least 1,149 died as a re-
sult of hostile action, according
to the Defense Department.

The figures include four mili-
tary civilians.

The AP count is five higher
than the Defense Department’s
tally, last updated at 10 a.m.
EST Tuesday.

Since the start of U.S. military
operations in Iraq, 11,285 U.S.
servicemembers have been
wounded, according to a De-
fense Department tally released
Tuesday.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

M No deaths reported.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

M Army Sgt. 1st Class Micha-
el D. Jones, 43, Unity, Maine;

died Thursday in Syracuse,
N.Y,, of a noncombat related ill-
ness after return from Irag; as-
signed to the National Guard’s
133rd Engineer Battalion, Bel-
fast, Maine.

W Army Spc. Adriana N.
Salem, 21 Elk vae Village,
1ll; died Friday in Remagen,
Iraq, when her vehicle rolled
over; assigned to the 3rd For-
ward Support Battalion, Divi-
sion Support Command, 3rd In-
fantry Division, Fort Stewart,
Ga.

Killed Friday in Ramadi,
Iraq, when an explosive detonat-
ed near their patrol; assigned to
the 1st Infantry Battalion, 9th In-

Regiment, 2nd Brigade
Combat Team, Fort Carson,
Colo were the following:

iy Capt. Sean Grimes,
31 Southfield, Mich.

W Army Sgl 1st Class Donald
W. Eacho, 38, Black Creek, Wis.

MW Army Cpl. Stephen M.
McGowan, 26, Newark, Del.

W Army Spc. Wade Michael
Twyman, 27, Vista, Calif.

Rumana, a village about 12 miles
east of the western city of Qaim,
near the Syrian border, police
Capt. Muzahim al-Karbouli and
other officials said.

Each of the bodies had been rid-
dled with bullets — apparently
several days earlier. They were
found wearing civilian clothes
and one of the dead was a woman,
al-Karbouli said.

South of Baghdad in Latifiya,

Iragi troops on Tuesday found 15
headless bodies in a building in-
side an abandoned former army
base, Defense Ministry Capt.
Sabah Yassin said. The bodies in-
cluded 10 men, three women and
two children.

Yassin said some of the dead
men in Latifiya were thought to
have been part of a group of Iraqi
soldiers who were kidnapped by
insurgents in the area two weeks
ago, Yassin said.

Bulgaria: Lack of communication likely in death

SOFIA, Bulgaria — A lack of direct communication was the likely
cause of last week’s killing of a Bulgarian soldier by U.S. troops in Iraq,
the Balkan country’s top military official said Wednesday.

Private Gardi Gardev was the eighth Bulgarian to be killed in Iraq
and his death has sparked anew the debate on the Balkan country’s mil-
itary presence there, turning it into a campaign issue ahead of general
elections in June.

Army chief-of-staff Gen. Nikola Kolev said the two forces had not yet
agreed on how to communicate with each other when Gardev was fatal-
ly shot near the Iragi city of Diwaniya on Friday.

Supplemental war funds request advances

WASHINGTON — President Bush’s request for more than $80 bil-
lion in emergency money for wars in Iraq and Afghanistan advanced,
largely intact, through a House committee Tuesday.

The president would get much of what he asked for under the bill the
House Appropriations Committee approved. Its overall cost is $81.2 bil-
lion, about $650 million lower than the president’s proposal.

The full House is expected to vote on the bill next week. The Senate
isn’t expected to produce its version until April.

The House bill would dedicate $76.8 billion to war and reconstruc-
tion costs in Irag and Afghanistan. That’s $1.8 billion more than the
president wanted for defense-related expenses.

Iraqi official hopes Saddam will be tried this year

BAGHDAD — Iraq’s national security adviser said Tuesday he
hoped the trial of Saddam Hussein would begin by the end of this year.

“I will be surprised if I do not see Saddam in the box before the end
of the year,” National Security Adviser Mouwafak al-Rubaie told re-
porters. “I am very much hopeful that Saddam will be in the box
around September and October, before the general referendum.”

Saddam was captured north of Baghdad in December 2003, and has
been in custody with several of his top henchmen at a U.S.-guarded de-
tention facility near Baghdad’s international airport.

Saddam will be tried before the Iraqi Special Tribunal, which was es-
tablished in late 2003.

The tribunal has given no official date for any of trials to begin.
From The Associated Press

Slain agent’s death ‘painful
to bear,” Italian premier says

BY ANGELA DOLAND
The Associated Press

ROME — The Italian intelli-
gence agent killed by American
forces in Iraq had U.S. military
authorization for his operation to
win the release of a hostage, Pre-
mier Silvio Berlusconi said
Wednesday.

In his first major address since
Friday’s shooting strained rela-
tions between Washington and
one of its biggest allies, Berlusco-
ni told Italy’s Senate that the car

carrying agent Nicola Calipari
and newly freed hostage Giuliana
Sgrena stopped  immediately
‘when a light was flashed.

The U.S. military has said the
Americans used hand and arm
signals, flashed white lights and
fired warning shots to try to get
the car to stop.

The idea that Calipari was
killed by friendly fire is “painful”
to accept, Berlusconi said. But he
reassured lawmakers: “The Unit-
ed States has no intention of evad-
ing the truth.”

“I'm sure that in a very short
time every aspect of this will be
clarified,” he

Berluscom, a slaunch support-

Nicola Calipari had U.S. military’s approval
for hostage rescue mission, Berlusconi says

er of President Bush and the
US.-led campaign in Iraq, is
struggling to balance his decision
to keep 3,000 troops in the coun-
try against heavy anti-war senti-
ment among ordinary Italians.

His 10-minute address made
no mention of ransom payments
to win Sgrena’s release. Some Ital-
ian officials have suggested a ran-
som was paid, but there has been
no official confirmation.

Bush sent a letter to his Italian
counterpart renewing his prom-
ise for a swift and thorough inves-
tigation into the killing, the Ital-
ian president’s office said
Wednesday.

Italy has called the shooting an
“accident,” echoing the White
House’s characterization of the
death, but has disputed the U.S.
version of events and demanded
that Washington shed light on the
incident and punish those respon-
sible.

“The case of friendly fire is cer-
tainly the most painful to bear. It
feels like an injustice beyond any

sentiment. It’s something unrea-
sonable,” Berlusconi said.

“When Italian citizens have
been victims of kidnappings, the
government has always acted by
following two directives: It has al-
ways rejected political blackmail,
while at the same time activating
all the political, diplomatic and in-
telligence channels to obtain the
release of our nationals,” he said.

Calipari was shot and illed Fri-
day as he headed to Baghdad’s air-
port after securing the release of
Sgrena, who had been kidnapped
on Feb. 4. Sgrena and another in-
telligence officer in the vehicle
were wounded.

In his letter to Italian President
Carlo Azeglio Ciampi, Bush
called the shooting a “terrible
tragedy” and expressed his soli-
darity, Ciampi's office said in a
statement.

“In his letter, President Bush
assures President Ciampi that the
United States will move toward a
swift and exhaustive joint investi-
gation” between Rome and Wash-
ington, the statement added.



Thursday, March 10, 2005

STARS AND STRIPES

‘We've got to be
right every time’
in bomb search

BY VINCE LITTLE
Stars and Stripes

In Iragq, it’s rarely the bomb
you see that will kill you.

A group of engineers and
armor_ soldiers patrolling near
Camp Taji, Iraq, on Monday
proved how valuable a keen eye
and healthy skepticism can be. In-
surgents wanted the soldiers to
find only one roadside bomb, but
instead they found three planted
in a deadly pattern.

Apparently, one of the devices
was a decoy, designed to lure the
1st Armored Division soldiers
into setting up a cordon of the
area, which might have posi-
tioned them directly between the
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other two bombs, said Capt. Greg
Spencer, 31, of Scottsville, Ky.,
commander of Company A 1st
Battalion, 13th Armor Regiment.

“We don’t normally have three
in one day like this, but these
guys see this type of environment
day in and day out,” said Maj.
Andy Boston, the 1-13

officer.

“Fortunately, we find a lot
more of them than they find of us.
But the kick is, we've got to be
right every time. They 've only got
to be right once.”

Three soldiers were killed and
eight others wounded Feb. 25 in
Tarmiya, about 20 miles north of
Baghdad and just outside Musha-
da, by a similar roadside bomb, in
which explosives were tucked
into a hollowed-out log, Army offi-
cials said.

In the past week, the 1-13
Armor Regiment, boosted by
members of the 70th Engineer
Battalion, have uncovered six

U.S. soldiers secure a road Monday in nortl
The cordon area ensured soldiers and Irac

roadside bombs and been hit by
two. No soldiers have been hurt.
The group is responsible for se-
curing the road outside Taji — a
primary supply route between
Baghdad and Mosul — and pro-
tecting the convoys that use it,
Spencer said. They took over that
chore about 10 days ago following
the departure of the 2nd Battal-
ion, 7th Cavalry Task Force.

Just after noon Monday, sol-
diers from the two units were
moving toward the Mushada
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Bridge when Sgt. Joshua Jenkins
and Sgt. Jonathan Wolford of the
70th Engineers spotted the first
log.

“It had a wooden block under-
neath, keeping it from rolling
down to the road,” said Sgt.
Ronny Myazoe, 26, of the Mar-
shall Islands, a combal engineer
wiﬂ-x the unit who was with the

p. “We had to check it out.
bergeant Wolford went around be-
hind it and saw two wires coming
out. That's when we told every-
one to run.”

They called in the 766th Ord-
nance Company, air support and
additional ground units to help
seal off the area, blocking traffic
in both directions.

Explosive ordnance disposal
soldiers maneuvered a small,
wheeled robot down to the palm
log and blew it up at about 1:30
p.m. Thirty minutes later, the sec-
ond roadside bomb went off.

Army officials speculated it
was radio-controlled, targeting
the EOD team approaching the
first bomb. Immediately after the
second blast, armored Humvees
and tanks rolled into the area,
searching for other logs and any-
one who might have triggered the

VINCE LITTLE/Stars and Stripes

Baghdad while a bomb is destroyed near the Mushada Bridge.
lians remained a safe distance from the controlled blast.

cond blast. An Iraqi man, stand-
ing about 500 yards from the first
explosion, suffered a minor cut to
his leg from a piece of shrapnel.
He was treated at the scene by an
Army medic.

No suspects were taken into
custody, officials said.

Familiarity with the terrain has
led to the team’s early success in
sniffmg oul roadside bombs, Spen-
cer a

“Il‘s deﬁmtely a dangerous en-
vironment these guys are dealing
with,” he said, “but they drive
this road a lot. They can see
things that are out of place, and it
tips them off. They've become
very adept at it. They can tell you
about each crater or hole out
there.”

Spc. Kevin Brown, 21, of Dex-
ter, Mo., an M113A3 armored per-
sonnel carrier driver for the 70th
Engineers, said the battalion is
constantly aware of its surround-
ings and generally suspicious of
all roadside items.

“We’re always thinking, ‘Oh,
that might be one,’” he said, refer-
ring to explosive devices. “We’'d
rather be safe than sorry, so we
stop and check it out. ”

E-mail Vince Little at:
Titev@psinipes.csgmil

MATTHEW WESTER/Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Capt. Greg Spencer, right, of Scottsville, Ky., and Spc. Bladimir Jo-
seph, from Long Island, N.Y., search through the wreckage of a previ-

ously exploded car bomb.
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IN THE STATES

ackson accuser’s brother stumbles on story

Michael Jackson gives a thumbs-up to supporters Tuesday as he arrives
at the Santa Barbara County Courthouse in Santa Maria, Calif.

BY TIM MOLLOY
The Associated Press

SANTA MARIA, Calif. — The
brother of Michael Jackson’s ac-
cuser was hammered by more
cross-examination  Wednesday,
and said key points in his testimo-
ny contradicted an earlier ac-
count because “I was nervous
when I did the interview.”

The 14-year-old boy testified
this week that he twice saw his
sleeping brother being molested
by Jackson, both times by walk-
ing upstairs into Jackson’s bed-
room at the singer’s Neverland
ranch.

Defense  attorney Thomas
Mesereau Jr. produced an inter-
view the boy gave to sheriff’s dep-
uties in which he said he was
lying on a couch pretending to be
asleep when he the sec-

tions about whether his account
of the second molestation had
changed.

“It was actually three times,”
the boy said.

Mesereau also asked him about
what exactly Jackson was doing to
his brother in the second incident
and how he was touching him.

“T was nervous when I did the
interview,” the boy said.

“So because you were nervous
you didn’t get the facts right,” the
attorney asked.

“Yes,” the boy said.

On Tuesday, Mesereau pro-
duced a transcript of grand jury
testimony by a psychologist who
interviewed the 14-year-old boy
and reported yet another descrip-
tion of the second molestation
with fundamentally different
physical details.

ond molestation.
“I was pretending like I was
w sleeping. I was in his couch, the
little couch,” Mesereau quoted

from a transcript.
Mesereau asked the boy ques-

on also
challenged prosecutors’ claims
that the boys’ family was held
against their will at Neverland for
nearly a month, getting the boy to
acknowledge that the family left
three times.

“How many times do you think
your family escaped from Never-
land and then went back so they
could escape again?” Mesereau
asked.

“I don’t get the question,” the
boy said.

The boy later said he only con-
sidered the third departure from
Neverland to be an escape.

The witness also gave an ac-
count of how his sister received al-
cohol from Jackson that differed
from the version the sister gave
in her own testimony.

The sister testified earlier that
she drank wine with Jackson and
her brothers in a wine cellar. But
the boy told Mesereau his sister
received alcohol from Jackson in
his kitchen and it was vodka.

“It wasn’t in the wine cellar?”
Mesereau asked.

The boy said no.

The cross-examination of the
accuser’s brother began on Tues-
day, when Mesereau got the boy
to acknowledge that Jackson had
not really shown him or his broth-
er a particular sex magazine.

Northeast hit by cold blast

BY GREG SUKIENNIK
The Associated Press

BOSTON — Whipping wind, plunging tempera-
tures and a coating of snow and ice caused power
outages and whiteout conditions, ending the North-
east’s brief flirtation with spring.

The storm dumped as much as 10 inches of snow
at Rutland, west of Boston, the National Weather
Service said Wednesday. Six inches of snow accu-
mulated in East Hartford, Conn., and northern New
Jersey’s Blairstown Township reported 4 inches.

Logan International Airport closed shortly after 8
p.m. Tuesday because of whiteout conditions in
blowing snow, but reopened one of its runways
early Wednesday, Massachusetts Port Authority
spokesman Phil Orlandella said. Hundreds of pas-
sengers were stranded at the airport overnight.

Massachusetts utilities reported about 22,000
homes and businesses lost power during the storm
Tuesday, with fewer than 3,000 still blacked out
Wednesday.

The storm had largely blown out of New England
by Wednesday, with snow lingering only in north-
ern Maine, but temperatures were as low as 2 above
zero at Pittsfield, Mass., with wind chills well below
zero.

Little warming is forecast through the end of the
week, and the National Weather Service forecast a
chance of more snow across the Northeast on Fri-
day.

The storm system battered much of the East on
Tuesday, from the snow and ice in New England to
vicious thunderstorms in North Carolina.

Several accidents involving jackknifed trac-
tor-trailer rigs shut down sections of Interstate 95 in
Connecticut during the night, and New Jersey high-
ways were clogged by scores of wrecks.

The thunderstorms in North Carolina toppled
trees and damaged buildings. In Cumberland Coun-
ty, an estimated 23,000 chickens died when the
wind blew the roofs off a pair of chicken houses.

Clinton put surgery on hold for tour

BY KAREN MATTHEWS
The Associated Press

lung either
NEW YORK — Former Presi- through  a
dent Clinton set out on a tour of small inci-
tsunami-ravaged countries last sionor witha
month knowing he needed more ~Vvideo-assist-
surgery on his chest. But his doc- €d  thoras-
tors had given him the go-ahead, CcOpe _insert-
assuring him that this operation €d between
— to fix a lung problem caused by his ribs.
his heart bypass — could wait. _Inaninter-
Clinton returns to the hospital "'e‘.*’r"d“‘ As-
Thursday, almost six months ex- o & e jovi.
actly after having heart bypass g™ News,

surgery, to have fluid buildupand  rinion said

They will remove scar tissue
at is pressing down on his left

Clinton, S8, passed a full physi-
cal before going to Asia and
scored in the 95th percentile for
his age in a stress test, said Dr.
Allan Schwartz, chief of cardiolo-
gy at New York-Presbyterian.

On Tuesday, Clinton went to
the Oval Office with the elder
Bush to brief President Bush on
their tour of South Asian coun-
tries that suffered heavy losses.

“I feel fine. I just had a little
fluid buildup after my surgery,”
Clinlon told APTN. “I’s no big
deal.

Clinton

He was planning to play with
Bush on Wednesday afternoon in

scar tissue removed from his
chest. The condition was discov-
ered during a recent X-ray.

The operation, known as a deco-
rtication, is described by his doc-
tors at New York-Presbyterian
Hospital/Columbia  University
Medical Center as low-risk.

he knew he would be having sur-
gery to repair the condition be-
fore he left with former President
George H.W. Bush on the tsuna-
mi visit. He scheduled the opera-
tion for later because doctors told
him he would not be able to fly
after the surgery.

a charity golf outing in Hobe
Sound, Fla., organized by golfer
Greg Norman for tsunami relief.

Clinton’s wife, Sen. Hillary
Rodham Clinton, said she would
be in New York for the surgery
and was “very confident about
the outcome.”
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Mount St. Helens
spews ash plume

The Associated Press

VANCOUVER, Wash. —
Mount St. Helens appeared to be
settling down early Wednesday
after a startling blast that shot
gritty volcanic ash to about
36,000 feet above sea level.

A fine dusting was reported as
far away as 125 miles to the
east-northeast in southern Grant
County by the time ashfall
stopped late Tuesday night, the
National Weather Service report-
ed. An ashfall advisory for some
areas east of the Cascade Range
was canceled at midnight.

“It looks like it’s gone back to

er1 inore al www.apus.edu/ AML
ar amall infefapus.edu

SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE!

roughly the same type of (earth-
quake) signal that we were seeing
before,” University of Washing-
ton seismologist Steve Malone
told The Seattle Times late Tues-
day.

Scientists said it was the most
powerful blast from St. Helens
since the latest round of volcanic
activity began last fall.

The 30-minute outpouring
began with practically no warn-
ing around 5:25 p.m. Tuesday,
about an hour after a 2.0 magni-
tude quake on the east side of the
8,364-foot volcano, the most ac-
tive in the 48 contiguous states,

A plume of ash from Mount St. Helens is released Tuesday in Washing-
ton. A 30-minute outpouring began without warning, about an hour
after an earthquake hit the east side of the volcano.

said Bill Steele, coordinator of the
Pacific Northwest Seismograph
Network at the university in Seat-
tle.

In the preceding hours there
had been a subtle increase in
quake activity, Malone said.

Scientists said the explosion
did not appear to indicate a high-
er risk of a more dangerous blast,
noting that high levels of the kind
of gases that often signal an erup-
tion had not been detected in re-
cent flights over the crater.

Infrastructure lacking

WASHINGTON — Crowded
schools, traffic-choked roads and
transit cutbacks are eroding the
quality of American life, accord-
ing to an analysis by civil engi-
neers that gave the nation’s infra-
structure an overall grade of D.

A report by the American Soci-
ety of Civil Engineers released
Wednesday ~ assessed  the
four-year trend in the condition
of 12 categories of infrastructure,
including  roadways, bridges,
drinking water systems, public
pdrka railroads and the power

The overall grade slipped from
the D-plus given to the infrastruc-
ture in 2001 and

“Americans are spending more
time stuck in traffic and less time
at home with their families,” Will-
iam Henry, the group’s president,
said in a statement.

The report said $1.6 trillion
should be spent over the next five
years to alleviate potential prob-
lems with the nation’s infrastruc-
ture.
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L.A. mayor to face councilman in runoff

BY MICHAEL R. BLOOD
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Incumbent James Hahn
and a Hispanic city councilman won slots in
the May runoff for mayor after the third-place
candidate conceded defeat Wednesday.

“I called Mayor Hahn this morning and con-
gratulated him on his victory,” Bob Hertzberg
said during a morning news conference.

Nearly 24,000 absentee and other ballots re-
mained to be counted, but Hertzberg trailed
second-place Hahn by 5,800 votes, a margin
his campaign concluded was too great.

The decision puts Hahn in a May 17 runoff
with Antonio Villaraigosa, who is within strik-
ing distance of becoming the first Hispanic to
win City Hall in more than a century. It also
gives him a chance to avenge his 2001 runoff
loss to Hahn.

Hahn is in danger of losing his job despite a
drop in crime and a growing economy.

In 2001, Villaraigosa, a high school dropout
‘who went on to become speaker of the Califor-
nia Assembly, was also the top vote-getter in
the primary, but he lost the runoff to Hahn, 53
percent to 46 percent.

GO BEYOND

With 99 percent of precincts reporting early
Wednesday, Villaraigosa led with 124,561
votes, or 33 percent.

The mayor tallied 89,189 votes, or 24 per-
cent. That put him 5800 votes ahead of
Hertzberg, who had 83,420 votes, or 22 per-
cent.

Villaraigosa would have had to get more
than 50 percent to win the primary outright,
but his winning margin secured him a slot in
the runoff for the second time in four years.

“L.A. is ready, and we're ready,” Villarai-
gosa told cheering supporters at a Hollywood
club Tuesday night.
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Matsui to take
husband’s spot
in U.S. House

The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. —
Sounding themes familiar
from her late husband’s 14
campaigns, Doris Matsui, 60,
handily won a special election
to fill his term and will become
the newest member of the U.S.
House of Representatives.

With all precincts reporting
Tuesday, Matsui had nearly 72
percent of the overall vote and
88 percent among Democrats
in a race marked by low turn-
out. She is expected to be
sworn in Thursday.

Matsui, a lobbyist and
former Clinton White House
official, completed what her
television ads called a “unique-
ly Sacramento story.” Succeed-
ing her husband, the late U.S.
Rep. Robert Matsui, she be-
comes the nation’s 45th con-
gressional widow since 1923 to
assume the seat of her spouse.

“It feels bittersweet, but my
heart is full of hope and prom-
ise,” said Matsui, minutes
after giving a victory speech.

Robert Matsui, who repre-
sented the Sacramento-area
Sth Congressional District for
26 years, died Jan. 1 at Bethes-
da Naval Hospital of complica-
tions from a rare bone marrow
disease. He was 63.

New York
surveying
homeless

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Phillipa Taylor
headed into the city’s dark streets
early Tuesday to look for home-
less people sleeping in the same
doorways and alleys she called
home a decade ago.

Some 2,000 volunteers can-
vassed the five boroughs for the
first citywide homeless street
count.

Officials estimate there are
36,000 people sleeping in New
York’s homeless shelters; what
they want to know is how many
never make it into the shelters.

City officials will use the infor-
mation to create the most com-
plete_portrait ever compiled of
New York’s street homeless popu-
lation, said Linda Gibbs, the city’s
Homeless Services commission-

“Up to this point there’s been
no accurate count,” Gibbs said.
“We want to understand more
about who they are and where
they are.”

The U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development this
year recommended that cities
around the country count their
homeless.

Volunteers were trained to ap-
proach people they meet, ask if
they are homeless and offer them
rides to shelters.
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Researchers
are optimistic
about finding a
drug that will
help people
stop smoking.

Quit smoking with a pill?

Researchers working on drugs to cut nicotine dependency

BY MATT APUZZO
The Associated Press

GROTON, Conn. — Researchers are racing to de-
velop a potentially lucrative drug that would make
smoking as treatable as erectile dysfunction, high
cholesterol and acid reflux disease.

Major pharmaceutical companies and small start-
ups see the potential for billions of dollars in sales
for a vaccine or a nicotine-free pill that could end ad-
diction at the chemical level for America’s 50 mil-
lion smokers.

“It’s the biggest addiction market there is,” said
Dr. Herbert D. Kleber, a psychiatry professor and
addiction researcher at Columbia University. “Is it
realistic to be able to help addicts stop smoking and
remain off with a pill? I think the answer is yes and
we’re working on a number of them.”

While nicotine patches, gums, lozenges and
sprays help wean smokers off cigarettes by slowly
reducing their dependence on nicotine, researchers
are tailoring drugs to mimic or block nicotine’s
chemical reactions with the body.

In Connecticut, researchers at Pfizer Inc. identi-
fied a brain receptor that nicotine binds to and de-
signed a drug, varenicline, that latches to the same
site. Varenicline is in Phase III testing, normally the
last step before a company applies for approval
from the Food and Drug Administration.

Researchers hope that the drug will attach to nico-
tine receptors in the brain, preventing overpower-

ing cravings from setting in when someone stops
smokin

If varenicline’s claims hold up, the drug could gen-
erate more ‘million a year in sales, said
David Moskowitz, an analyst with Friedman, Bill-
ings, Ramsey & Co.

“It's an unmet medical need,” said Dr. Karen
Reeves, executive director of clinical development
for Pfizer. “The morbidity and mortality rate is so
high, and doctors and smokers really have not had
enough in their armamentarium to help smokers
stop smoking.”

Then there’s NicVax, a drug that Florida-based
Nabi Pharmaceuticals claims could be used as a nic-

otine vaccine. NicVax triggers the production of anti-
bodies that bind to nicotine molecules, preventing
them from reacting with receptors in the brain.

“Everyone has been looking for the magic bullet,”
said Thomas Glynn, director of cancer science and
trends for the American Cancer Society.

Whether one will be found remains uncertain, he
said. It's more likely, doctors agree, that scientists will
develop a number of successful drugs that will prove
effective, but no single pill will “cure” smoking.

Doctors with high hopes have been let down be-
fore. In 1997, the FDA approved bupropion, com-
monly sold under the name Zyban, as an anti-smok-
ing drug The drug, which was originlly marketed
as an
Some smokers but was never the industry blockbust-
er some expected.

Stlldy: Many children run Late vaccinations
behind on shots schedule

By age 2, 37 percent of U.S.
youngsters received at least one
recommended vaccination more
than six months late. About 20

Cholesterol drugs
in high doses help
cut heart problems

BY MARILYNN MARCHIONE
The Associated Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — Giving peo-
ple with modestly clogged arter-
ies very high doses of a drug to
drive their cholesterol down to
very low levels cut their risk of
strokes and heart attacks even
more impressively than expect-
ed, the first study to test this strat-
egy found.

Although some patients devel-
oped liver problems that forced
them to stop taking the medica-
tion, researchers believe the ben-
efits of this approach outweigh
its risks. Still, specialists said
more study is needed to establish
its safety before it can be recom-
mended.

“This was a very gutsy study,”
said Dr. John LaRosa of State
University of New York in Brook-
lyn, who led the large internation-
al study. “This is new territory.”

He presented the findings
Tuesday at an American College
of Cardiology meeting in Orlan-
do. They also were published on-
line by the New England Journal
of Medicine and will be in its
April 7 issue.

Statin drugs such as Lipitor,
Zocor and Mevacor have shown
an impressive ability to lower
LDL, or “bad” cholesterol, and re-
duce the risk of heart trouble. Re-
cently, some doctors have advo-
cated a much more aggressive
strategy of driving cholesterol
levels down even farther for cer-
tain people.

A study of this approach was
funded by and involved many
doctors with ties to Pfizer Inc.,
which makes Lipitor. It is one of
six statins on the market. Guide-
lines advise people at high risk of
a heart attack to get LDL to 70
and those at moderate risk to aim
for 100.

A previous study found that giv-
ing high-dose statins to lower cho-
lesterol below 100 helped people
‘who recently suffered a heart at-
tack. This study, in contrast, in-
volved people who had clogged

High-dose statins
further reduce risks

High doses of the statin drug
atorvastatin to reduce cholesterol
can decrease the risk of strokes
and heart attacks. Major cardiac
events were 22 percent lower
among those on high-dose
statins, though some developed
liver inflammation.

Major cardiac events after
nearly five years

Low dose 10.9%
High dose

Patients showing adverse
effects related to treatment

Low dose
High dose

NOTE: Low dose 10 mg, high 80 mg.

'SOURGE: New England AP

Journal of Medicine

heart arteries that occasionally
cause chest pain but were in no
immediate danger of a heart at-
tack. Up to 13 million Americans
are in that category.

About 10,000 people in 14 coun-
tries took either 10 milligrams or
80 milligrams of Lipitor and
brought their LDL levels to 101
and 77, respectively.

After nearly five years, 10.9
percent of those on the low dose
had died or suffered a stroke,
heart attack or other big prob-
lem, compared with 8.7 percent
on the high dose. That means that
patients on high doses had a 22
percent lower risk.

That is better than doctors had
expected, LaRosa said.

“Most of us thought that when
you got to 100, going lower would
be marginal at best,” he said.

However, about 1.2 percent de-
veloped signs of liver inflamma-
tion on the high dose versus 0.2
percent of the others, which is in
line with other studies that tested
high doses of statins.

BY LINDSEY TANNER
The Associated Press

CHICAGO — While overall U.S.
immunization rates are high,
many toddlers get their recom-
mended shots several months or
more late — delays that have prob-
ably contributed to some illnesses
and deaths, a government study
suggests.

By age 2, 37 percent of young-
sters got at least one recommend-
ed vaccination more than six
months late, researchers from the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention found. About 20 per-
cent of children had similar delays
for four or more vaccinations.

Timely vaccinations are “one of
the most important things parents
can do to protect the health of their
child,” said CDC epidemiologist
Elizabeth Luman.

About 20 shots to prevent more

an a dozen diseases are recom-
mended for children in their first
two years of life.

day’s Journal of the American
Medical Association. The research-
ers did not examine reasons for
the delays.

from a national telephone survey
of families of 14,810 children ages
2 years to 35 months.

about vaccinations their children
had received by age 2. A survey
was mailed to participants’ doc-
tors to verify the information.

cent of the children were up to

percent of children had similar
delays for four or more

date on their i but
many had gotten their shots late.

Among the most common de-
layed shots were those for pertus-
sis, or whooping cough.

vaccinations.
. Period under-
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Vaccines delayed
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Obesity pill confirmed

ORLANDO, Fla. — A second study confirms that an experimental
diet pill can help people lose weight and keep it off for up to two years,
setting the stage for its maker to seek approval to sell it in the United
States.

The drug, rimonabant, which the French company Sanofi-Aventis
SA hopes to sell under the brand name Acomplia, trimmed nearly 16
pounds on average from people taking the optimal dose for two years,
compared with 5.5 pounds for those who took dummy pills, doctors re-
ported.

“The majority of the weight that was lost at one year is still main-
tained after two years. There is only a slight increase over that second
year,” said Dr. Luc Van Gaal of University Hospital in Antwerp, Bel-
gium, who led the company-funded study involving 1,507 severely
obese people in Europe.

About two-thirds of American adults are overweight or obese; in Eu-
ropean countries, one-third to half are. Diet drugs sold now are only
for short-term use or have unpleasant side effects that make it tough
to stay on them.

From The Associated Press
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Syrian soldiers
start pullback

Lawmakers push Lebanon president
to re-nominate former prime minister

BY BASSEM MROUE

The Associated Press

MDEIREJ, Lebanon — Syrian
soldiers flashed victory signs and
waved automatic rifles as they
drove east through Lebanon’s
mountains Wednesday in the first
phase of a pullback, as govern-
ment lawmakers advised the Leb-
anese president to bring back his
pro-Syrian prime minister forced
to resign by opposition protests.
Re-nominating Omar Karami
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as prime minister would be sure
to enrage the opposition, which is
demanding the creation of a gov-
ernment clean of Syrian domina-
tion.

But Damascus is eager to keep
its hold on the Lebanese leader-
ship as it pulls its forces back to
the Bekaa Valley, near the Syrian
border, and negotiates with the
government in Beirut on the
troops’ full removal.

In the mountains north and
east of Beirut, Syrian soldiers
were moving out in trucks from
bases they have held for almost
three decades, and — in some in-
stances — Lebanese troops were
taking their place.

The Syrians waved at watching
journalists as they loaded sup-
plies, packed up their personal be-
longings and drove east. One hel-
meted soldier riding in the back
of one truck looked backward
down the road, chewing and spit-
ting watermelon seeds.

In Damascus, tens of thou-
sands of people took over the
main streets, singing national
songs and proclaiming their loyal-
ty to President Bashar Assad.
One banner addressed to the pres-
ident read: “We are all with you,
who makes the right decisions.”

Thousands of Syria’s red, white
and black flags with its two green
stars streamed in the wind. “We
sacrifice our blood and our souls
for you, oh Bashar!” chanted
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Syrian President Bashar Assad
waves from the balcony of his
presidential palace to greet a
huge crowd that marched through
Damascus on Wednesday to show
support for Assad.

marchers in the upscale Mezzeh
neighborhood,

“Nobody can get Syria out from
Lebanon’s heart and mind,” a
banner read.

“No for antagonist pressures
against Syria,” another said.

The rally came a day after Syr-
ia’s allies in Lebanon made a
thundering show of their
strength, with hundreds of thou-
sands turning out for a protest or-
ganized by the Shiite Muslim
Hezbollah guerrilla group to de-
nounce pressure from the United
States, France and the United Na-
tions.

Lebanese President Emile
Lahoud was consulting with law-
makers Wednesday on who to
name as prime minister. Karami
was forced to resign on Feb. 28.
Associated Press writer Joseph Panos-

sian contributed to this report from
Beiru.
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Experts suggest new
U.N. agency to fight
terrorism financing

The Associated Press

MADRID, Spain — Financial
experts urged world leaders
Wednesday to create a new inter-
national institution under U.N.
auspices to study ways in which
terrorists raise money.

The draft recommendation, a
copy of which was obtained by
The Associated Press, and ex-
perts attending a terrorism con-
ference in Madrid said that some
measures have been undertaken
to curb terrorist financing, but
not enough to cut the flow of
funds to al-Qaida and other inter-
national movements.

“Terrorist financing has not
been recognized as a priority in
the fight against terrorism,” said
Loretta Napoleoni, an expert on
terrorist financing. “It would be
much more efficient if we
blocked the money. And we
haven’t done that.”

World leaders and experts at-
tending the four-day summit here
on democracy, terrorism and se-
curity are grappling with ways to
combat violence without jeopar-
dizing human rights. But fighting
terrorism — particularly its fi-

nancing — is complicated, in part
because terrorists get money
using legitimate business as well
as by kidnapping, drug dealing
and credit card fraud.

“We don’t have a clear image of
how the money of terrorists
moves around,” said Petre
Roman, the former prime minis-
ter of Romania.

Former French Prime Minister
Lionel Jospin stressed that inter-
national cooperation must take
place within “the rule of law and
respecting civil rights because
they are the soul of democracy.”

Jospin, Roman and former Co-
lombian President Andres Pastra-
na said the issue of combatting
the terrorists’ financing network
will be included in the draft rec-
ommendations of the four-day
conference of leading terrorism
experts from 50 countries and
about two dozen world leaders in

drid.

The finance workmg group ex-
perts suggested that in addition to
the creation of an independent fi-
nance center under U.N. auspic-
es, a judicial review process
should be put into place to put
anti-terror measures within a
legal framework.

Poisonous snack
kills 27 children at
Philippines school

BY PAUL ALEXANDER
The Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines — At
least 27 elementary school chil-
dren died and another 100 were
hospitalized after eating a snack
during morning recess Wednes-
day in the southern Philippines,
officials said.

Francisca Doliente said her
9-year-old niece Arve Tamor was
given some of the deep-fried cara-
melized cassava by a classmate
who bought it from a regular ven-
dor outside the San Jose school.

“Her friend is gone. She died,”
Doliente said, adding that her
niece was undergoing treatment.

The roots of the cassava plant,
a major crop in Southeast Asia
and other parts of the world, are
rich in protein, minerals and vita-
mins A, B and C. However, it is
poisonous without proper prepa-
ration. If cassava is eaten raw, the
human digestive system will con-
vert part of it into cyanide. Even
two cassava roots contain a fatal
dose.

“Some said they took only two
bites because it tasted bitter and
the effects were felt 5-10 minutes
later,” said Dr. Harold Gallego of
Garcia Memorial Provincial Hos-
pital in the nearby town of Tali-
bon, where 47 patients were
taken.

The victims suffered severe
stomach pain, then vomiting and
diarrhea. They were taken to at
least four hospitals near the
school in Mabini, a town on Bohol
island, about 380 miles southeast
of Manila,

Mabini Mayor Stephen Rances
said 27 students were confirmed
dead. Treatment was delayed be-
cause the nearest hospital was 20
miles away.

Television footage showed sob-
bing parents carrying blan-
ket-wrapped bodies from hospi-
tals.

Some victims were still vomit-
ing nearly 12 hours after eating
the snack, said Dr. Nenita Po,
chief of the hospital at the govern-
ment-run Gov. Celestino Gallares
Memorial Hospital. However,
those who reached the hospital
had good chances of surviving, Po
said, adding that some parents,
worried their children ate some
cassava, brought them in even if
they did not show symptoms.

Dr. Po said of one those
brought there was the
68-year-old woman who pre-

pared the food with another
woman. Two girls, ages 7 and 8,
were brought in with her; both
died.

A specimen of the cassava was
taken for inspection at the local
Crime Laboratory Group.
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Aslan Maskhadov, then newly elected president of Chechnya, in 1997.
Chechen rebel leader Maskhadov has been killed, a spokesman for
Russian forces said Tuesday. Col. llya Shabalkin said Maskhadov was
killed during the course of a “special operation.”

Chechen rebels to carry
on fight against Russia

The Associated Press

MOSCOW — Chechen rebels
vowed Wednesday to carry on
their separatist fight against Rus-
sia despite the death of their lead-
er Aslan Maskhadov after special
forces cornered him in an under-
ground bunker in northern Chech-
nya.

Russian legislators  hailed
Maskhadov’s killing as a sign that
Russia was on the right track in
its anti-terrorist campaign, as
they call the fight against Islamic
militants in Chechnya and neigh-
boring regions.

Russia’s Federal Security Ser-

vice chief announced Tuesday
that Maskhadov had been killed
in a special operation in the town
of Tolstoy-Yurt. Russian televi-
sion stations broadcast footage of
a shirtless, gray-bearded corpse,
and the rebel leader’s envoy in
London, Akhmed Zakayev, con-
firmed the S3-year-old guerrilla
commander’s death.

The ITAR-Tass news agency
later cited the military comman-
dant for Chechnya, Lt. Gen. Grigo-
ry Fomenko, as saying the body
had been formally identified as
Maskhadov.

But Chechen rebels vowed to
continue fighting.

Terror probe questioned

HAMBURG, Germany — A
USS. investigator of the Sept. 11,
2001, attacks cast doubt Wednes-
day on statements made by a key
al-Qaida suspect to U.S. authori-
ties, including one presented as
potentially exonerating evidence
at the retrial of an accused aide of
the suicide pilots.

Dietrich Snell, a New York
prosecutor who helped write the
US. 9/11 Commission report,
said “there’s a questionability”
about statements by Ramzi Bi-
nalshibh. In a key statement that
U.S. authorities provided to the
Hamburg state court, Binalshibh
indicated defendant Mounir al
Motassadeq had nothing to do
with the plot.

But Snell questioned Binalshib-
s assertion, noting that he said
at one point that Zacarias Mous-
saoui — the only U.S. defendant
charged in the Sept. 11 attacks —
had been on standby in case one
of the other hijackers pulled out.

Sudan reconstruction

NAIROBI, Kenya — Sudan
needs some $7.8 billion over the
next 2 years for emergency re-
construction now that a 21-year
civil war in the south has ended,
government officials and former
rebels said in a joint appeal
Wednesday.

The plan, however, does not
cover the troubled Darfur region
of western Sudan, where a cam-
paign of violence by pro-govern-
ment militia fighting rebels has
forced an estimated 2 million peo-
ple to flee their homes.

Darfur needs another $2 billion

a year for operations to secure
the region and meet its humani-
tarian needs, said Ishac Diwan,
the World Bank country director
for Sudan and Ethiopia.

Al-Qaida targeted Crowe

SYDNEY, Australia — Russell
Crowe says Osama bin Laden’s
al-Qaida terror network wanted to
Kidnap him as part of a “cultural
destabilization plot,” dLLUrdmg to
an Australian magazi

In an interview publlshed in the
March_edition of Australia’s GQ
magazine, Crowe said FBI agents
told him of the threat in 2001, in
the months before he won a best
actor Oscar for hla role as Maxi-
mus in “Gladiator.

Crowe said he was shadowed by
FBI agents after the threat and
hired private security guards.

Brothers held in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — An
international human rights group
has called on Pakistan to immedi-
ately charge or release two Ameri-
can brothers allegedly picked up
last year by intelligence agents for
links to Islamic militants.

New York-based Human Rights
Watch also demanded that the U.S.
government clarify its involve-
ment in the case in a press release
Tuesday.

The brothers — both U.S. citi-
zens of Pakistani origin and identi-
fied as Zain Afzal, 23, and Kashan

zal, 25, — are known to be “Is-
Jamist sympathizers” who trained
in Pakistan as guerrilla fighters
with Hezb-ul-Mujahedeen, a Mus-
lim militant group, the rights
group said.

From The Associated Press

Tsunami warning system
to be set by end of 2006

Officials hope to extend weather devices globally by 07

BY JOCELYN GECKER
The Associated Press

PARIS — Experts from the
United Nations and Indian Ocean
countries agreed to set up a tsuna-
mi warning system to prevent a
repeat of the catastrophe that
struck on Dec. 26, UNESCO said
Tuesday.

A fully functioning system that
detects undersea earthquakes
and broadcasts warnings to coast-
al communities is expected to be
in place by the end of 2006, said
Patricio Bernal, executive secre-
tary of UNESCO’s Intergovern-
mental Oceanographic Commis-
sion.

“The Indian Ocean countries
have agreed among themselves to
set up an early tsunami warning
system for the whole Indian
Ocean basin,” Bernal told a news
conference. The basin extends to
the 11 southern Asian coastlines
devastated by the December tsu-
nami.

At a five-day meeting at

UNESCO’s  headquarters  in
Paris, experts also laid out a time-
table for the project and interim
measures to help protect the re-
gion.

Japan and the United States
are to begin providing alerts on
seismic activity to the region start-
ing April 1. The two countries
have the world’s most advanced
tsunami warning systems, and a
U.N.-coordinated network based
in Ewa Beach, Hawaii, issues
alerts for 26 Pacific Ocean na-
tions. Experts say a similar sys-
tem in southern Asia would have
saved many lives in the Dec 26 di-
saster. At least 173,000 people
across Asia died in the tsunami,
mostly in Indonesia. More than
125,000 are still missing and pre-
sumed dead.

Work will also begin on install-
ing systems that can detect chang-
es in sea level and broadcast the
information in real time to coun-
tries in potential danger.

Tidal gauges will be installed at
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six sites, mainly off the coasts of
hard-hit Indonesia, Thailand and
Malaysia, Bernal said. Another
15 existing sites will be upgraded
around the region.

“We expect to have all those
systems operative by October or
November,” Bernal said.

A second UNESCO-sponsored
mee(ing will be held next month
in Mauritius to finalize policy mat-
ters and broach divisive ques-
tions, including whether one coun-
try would host a disaster warning
center or if the responsibilities
would be distributed across the
region, Bernal said.

Member states plan to meet in
June to formally adopt the plan,
but work is getting under way im-
mediately.

“We're not waiting for that to
happen to work,” Bernal said.

“We are proceeding as we
speak.”

Officials hope to extend the
tem globally by 2007 to cover
other regions at risk, such as the
Caribbean, the Mediterranean
and the southwest Pacific.
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Prince Charles’ albatross

Royal wears feathers after plea to save birds

BY RAY LILLEY
The Associated Press

AUCKLAND, New Zealand — Britain’s Prince
Charles wore a cloak made out of albatross feathers
Wednesday, three days after he made an impassioned
plea to save the massive birds from extinction.

‘The crown prince appeared unaware that the gar-
ment was made of albatross feathers when it was
draped over his shoulders while visiting a Maori
‘weaving exhibition in Auckland. No birds were killed
to make the Maori cloak — the feathers were gath-
ered from a nesting colony, said weaver Iri Morunga.

Adding to the cloak’s exotic qualities were feath-
ers from two other birds: the flightless native weka
and the pukeko, or swamp hen. But neither are en-
dangered, and the feathers were plucked from birds
run over by vehicles.

“They are from roadkill,” said Kelly Walker, an-
other weaver who’d worked on the cloak.

Saving the albatross — a bird Charles called the
“great ocean traveler” — was high on the prince’s
agenda when he visited one of their nesting colonies
near the southern city of Dunedin on Sunday, squat-
ting next to an albatross rearing a fluffy white chick.

While there, the prince, a staunch conservationi
wondered aloud if it would take a “dodo-like disap-
pearance of this noble winged creature” to awaken
people to the threat to the seabirds, which fly vast
distances around the world.

The prince said the birds’ survival was threatened
by long-line fishing and other poor marine harvest-
ing practices.

Speaking on Wednesday at a civic reception in the
northern city of Auckland, the prince won warm ap-
plause when he said the albatross was “now a sym-
bol of the way in which we manage, or mismanage,
the entire marine environment.”

“That bird — all 21 species of the albatross — is
now under threat of extinction. If that happens we
hardly have the right to call ourselves civilized,” he
told an audience of more than 300.

A spokesman for the prince said later that no bird
had been harmed in making the cloak, and that
Charles had returned it to its weavers after wearing
it “in a ceremonial way” during the visit.

The spokesman said on condition of anonymity
that he was unable to confirm whether the prince
knew albatross feathers had been used in making
the cloak.

On Wednesday — day four of Charles’ five-day
visit to New Zealand — well-wishers congratulated
him on his impending marriage to Camilla Parker
Bowles.

- “Come back with Camilla,” one woman called out
as the prince left a meeting of business supporters.

He was scheduled to fly to Fiji late on Thursday
for a short visit before returning to Britain.
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Prince Charles is presented with a Maori cloak at a weaving exhibit at
the Auckland War Memorial Museum in New Zealand on Wednesday.

Woman, 104, to stay

MELBOURNE, Australia — A
104-year-old Chinese woman will
not be deported from Australia de-
spite immigration officials’ deci-
sion to refuse her a permanent
visa, the Australian government
announced Wednesday.

Cui Yu Hu arrived in the south-
ern city of Melbourne to visit her
family in 1995 on a 12-month tour-
ist visa, but no airline would re-
turn her to China because she
was too old and frail.

The widow remained in Austra-
lia illegally for another four years
before applying for an aged par-
ent visa that would allow her to
stay permanently and receive
free health care. But under the
rules by which the department de-
cides such applications, Hu is inel-
igible because she overstayed her
initial 12-month visa.

Immigration Minister Amanda
Vanstone said she overturned the
decision and made Hu a perma-
nent resident eligible for free
health care and welfare.

Speaking through a translator,
Hu said she praised Buddha and
Vanstone for the decision, “T wish
her a lucky and long life and hope
she lives until 100,” Hu said. “She
has a good heart, she will live
very long.”

Hong Kong Disneyland

HONG KONG — The Hong
Kong Disneyland theme park set
to open in September has already
booked 10,000 room reservations
for its hotel since it opened a cus-
tomer call center three weeks
ago, officials said Wednesday.

“It really took us by surprise,
the volume of calls coming in,”
said Bill Ernest, managing direc-
tor of operations at Hong Kong
iy

Ernest said Hong Kong resi-
dents have made most of the
10,000 reservations at the park’s
1,000-room hotel, though the park
expects that about 40 percent of
the visitors will eventually come
from mainland China.

The park, scheduled to open
Sept. 12 as a joint venture be-
tween the Hong Kong govern-
ment and The Walt Disney Co., is
being built on reclaimed land at
Penny’s Bay on Hong Kong’s out-
lying Lantau island.

Malaysian space food

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia
— When the first Malaysian astro-
naut goes into space they will be
able to wear batik and dine on
home grown food such as roti
canai, shrimp curry and milky
tea.

Russia is expected to send Ma-
laysia’s first astronaut into space
as part of a scientific mission on
board the International Space Sta-
tion. Two Russian scientists will
arrive here this month to help se-
lect candidates for the program,
National Space Agency direc-
tor-general Mazlan Othman told
reporters Tuesday.

Thai police lose rights

BANGKOK, Thailand — Motor-
ists in the Thai capital are having
the last laugh: More than 600 po-
lice officers have temporarily lost
the right to issue tickets after fail-
ing a test on traffic law.

The police department last
month tested 4,475 officers on
their knowledge of traffic law,
and almost one in seven failed to
show adequate knowledge, said
Maj. Gen. Montree Jamroon, a
deputy commander of the Metro-
politan Police Bureau.

From The Associated Press
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Early detection

HONOLULU — Re-

searchers using a so-
phisticated sensor aboard
an aircraft flying at the
edge of space were able to
spot an invasive tree species
starting to take over native

forests near the Big Is-
land’s Kilauea Volcano,
according to a study.

T astuc

he sensing instru-
ment pinpointed .«
where Myrica faya
trees, originally from the Canary
Islands and the Azores, are start-
ing to take over native ohia trees
in and around Hawaii Volcanoes
National Park.

Previous studies located the
Myrica trees, but mostly after
they had proliferated, scientists
said. The study indicates the re-
mote sensor can spot infestations
at their very beginning stages
when there is still a chance of con-
trolling them.

Seeking CEOQ’s salary

BOSTON — The family of

a dog electrocuted when
it stepped on an electrical hot
spot along a sidewalk has demand-
ed a payment from NStar Electric
of $740,000, the amount the utili-
ty’s chief executive earns annual-
Iy, or it will sue, an attorney said.

“We tried to come up with an
offer that had some poetry to it,
and that would say in very clear
terms to NStar: ‘We don’t want
this to keep happening’” said
John G. Swomley, the family’s
lawyer.

Swomley said that after three
dog deaths in Boston since 2000

ed on so-called stray volt-
age, the family wants a sufficient-
ly harsh financial sanction to
force the utility to solve the prob-
lem.

NStar, which has taken full re-
sponsibility for the incident, of-
fered $200,000, which the family
said it turned down.

Drop-out rates drop

SAN ANTONIO — More

than a third of Texas high
school freshmen are failing to ob-
tain a high school diploma in four
years, according to a study.

The Intercultural Development
Research  Association  study
found that 36 percent of Texas stu-
dents who entered high school in
2000 weren’t around to graduate
in May 2004.

That rate, known as the attri-
tion rate, decreased slightly from
last year’s 38 percent. The attri-
tion rate was 39 percent in
2001-02. The association’s first re-
port, for 1985-86, found a rate of
33 percent. It rose to a high of 43
percent in 1996-97 before level-
ing off.

Minority and male students
made up the majority of those
who did not graduate on time last
year.

Conviction reinstated

LITTLE ROCK — A man

freed of a 30-year sen-
tence for rape will have to serve
that sentence after all, a federal
appeals court says.

The 8th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals at St. Louis overturned a
2004 ruling by U.S. Magistrate
Jerry Cavaneau that threw out
one of eight felony convictions
against Stephen Anthony Sera of
Irving, Texas.

Sera was convicted in 1998 of
sedating and then sexually as-
saulting women while he video-
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ROUNDUP

taped the encounters. Cavaneau
ruled that a videotape used as evi-
dence during Sera’s trial on the
rape charge should not have been
used and was prejudicial, be-
cause it actually showed an inci-
dent from a different night.

Cavaneau’s ruling let the seven
other counts stand, leaving Sera
to serve the next-longest sentence
— 15 years for attempted rape.

The appeals court ruling rein-
stated the rape conviction and
30-year sentence.

Restoring the trails

ALLENTOWN — Restora-

tion of overgrown hiking
trails, camping outings and na-
ture studies this summer will
mark the start of a five-year pro-
gram of improvements at Lehigh
County’s Trexler Game Preserve,
officials said.

County Executive Jane R.
Ervin, members of the Harry C.
Trexler Trust and other officials
outlined details of this year’s
work, which will cost an estimat-
ed $24,500.

The county and trust intend to
spend $2.75 million through 2009
on improvements designed to
open the 1,100-acre park to great-
er public use.

targets prairie dogs

PIERRE — Gov. Mike

Rounds has signed a bill
giving South Dakota ranchers
some extra ammunition in deal-
ing with prairie dogs that invade
from neighboring private proper-

Water boy

Chase Barnes, 1, gets wet as he
attempts to water flowers and
grass around his family’s home in
Albany, Ore.

The  measure
will conditionally

V' reinstate praiic
m dogs on a state list
#  of pests and allow
for local control meth-
ods in certain circum-
stances. If that is done,
county weed and pest

g&l

(Q boards could poison
"5‘ prairie dogs in one-mile

buffer zones.
g o The plan seeks to protect
) the rights of landowners

while balancing the prai-
rie dog population to pre-
vent black-tailed prairie dogs
from being listed as an endan-
gered species.

Nut growers head south

CHUMUCKLA — Santa

Rosa County peanuts have
won such a reputation for hardi-
ness across the Southeast that
farmers sell much of their har-
vest as seed. Now, the growers
are looking south to Central Amer-
ica for new markets.

County Commissioner Don Salt-
er and members of the county’s
economic development agency
will participate in a four-day Flori-
da trade mission to Panama to
promote various products pro-
duced in the state.

“The opportunity is there,” Salt-
er said. “I’s well known that Cen-
tral America continues to open its
borders to free trade.”

Prosecuted for piracy

PHOENIX — An Arizona

university student is be-
lieved to be the first person in the
country to be convicted of a crime
under state laws for illegally
downloading music and movies
from the Internet, prosecutors
and activists say.

University of Arizona student
Parvin Dhaliwal pleaded guilty to
possession of counterfeit marks,
or unauthorized copies of intellec-
tual property.

Under an agreement with pros-
ecutors, Dhaliwal was sentenced
to a three-month deferred jail sen-
tence, three years of probation,
200 hours of community service
and a $5,400 fine. The judge in
the case also ordered him to take
a copyright class at the Universi-

of Arizona, which he attends,
and to avoid file-sharing comput-
er programs.

Not bad for a dime

BALTIMORE — A dime

struck in 1894 at the San
Francisco mint was auctioned for
$1,322,500 — the most ever paid
for a United States dime, experts
said.

The winning bidder took part in
the sale by phone and was not
identified.

The coin, described as being in
nearly pristine condition, was one
of only 24 dimes made that year
at the San Francisco mint, whose
director had requested them as
gifts for visiting bankers.

Recruits skip testing

CHARLESTON — The

head of the state Criminal
Justice Academy says he’s con-
cerned South Carolina has
dropped a program that gave as-
piring police officers a psychologi-
cal evaluation.

Budget cuts prompted elimina-
tion of the tests, which state law
doesn’t require. Academy direc-
tor William Neill says not every
prospective officer has the maturi-
ty and mental stability to handle
the job.

Y -
My, what beautiful claws

Spikey, a standard
poodle, Labrador
retriever and American pit bull mix, has his nails trimmed by pet groom-
er Myra Macias in El Paso, Texas. Macias recently won several top
prizes including a best in show and best in class at the Groom and
Kennel Expo in Burbank, Calif.

Jessie and Alfred Casorena sit in
lawn chairs as they watch the
home of former Kansas governor Alf Landon be moved off its original
lot on West Maple Street in Independence, Kan., to another lot on
South Eighth to make room for a new Walgreens.

A moving moment
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It must be March

Temperatures in the high 50s, snow and short sleeves make an odd
ccombination but also make for outdoor fun for St. Mary’s School fifth-
graders as they climb, slide and toss snowballs on a snowbank in the school parking lot in Canandaigua, N.Y.

Dig those clams

lasts only three days.

Easy rider

Commercial crabber Allen Heck-
ard enjoys a day off from his boat

ing for razor clams in Long Beach, Wash. The razor clam season

Milo, a rat terrier, checks out the view while being chauffered through Cameron Park in
Waco, Texas, by his owner Craig Row, who took advantage of the sunny day.

Dan Craver of Kalispell, Mont.,
smiles broadly after finishing a
snowshoe race during the Special
Olympics Montana 2005 Winter
Games at Big Mountain in
Whitefish, Mont.

Dorm precautions

CHEYENNE — Fire

sprinkler systems will be
installed at all Wyoming college
residence halls. A dormitory fire
at Northwest College a year ago
was the impetus for the retrofit,
authorized under a supplemental
budget bill signed into law by
Gov. Dave Freudenthal. No one
was seriously hurt last March in
the blaze, which caused $5.8 mil-
lion in damage.

Alleged counterfeit

SAN JOSE — A federal

grand jury has indicted
three people for allegedly using
counterfeit credit cards to ring up
millions of dollars in fraudulent
purchases in the United States
and Canada between 1998 and
2001

Prosecutors said the suspects
stole credit card numbers and
used the accounts to make pur-
chases in San Francisco, New
York, Philadelphia and Seattle,
and the Canadian cities of Cal-
gary and Vancouver between
1998 and 2001.

Raids in Oakland, Calif,, and
Vancouver turned up thousands
of phony cards and equipment
needed to make them, authorities
said.

Something fishy here

TUCSON — A controlled

flood meant to aid fish in
the Grand Canyon may have had
the opposite effect.

Researchers hoped the 90-hour
release of water in November
from the Glen Canyon Dam
would redistribute sediment to
create beaches, plant-rooting soil,
and backwaters and pools to help
fish breed.

But scientists studying the ef-
fects of the flood announced they
found 63 percent fewer of an en-
dangered minnow called a hump-
back chub than before the flood-
ing. They are not sure why.

The fish caught after the flood-
ing tended to be somewhat larger
than fish examined before the
flood, suggesting that the smallest
fish declined most significantly,
said Lew Coggins, a fisheries biol-
ogist.

Determined employee

WESTON — Her car made
aspectacular crash into an

alligator-infested canal and she
couldn’t swim, but Ana Maria
‘Amaya still got to work on time.

‘Amaya’s car clipped another ve-
hicle on Alligator Alley, the high-
way connecting Fort Lauderdale
and Florida’s Gulf Coast, and
went airborne, police said. She
landed in the roadside canal and
began sinking as other motorists
stopped and called 911

Although she can’t swim,
Amaya, 32, climbed out and head-
ed to dry ground — after stopping
and returning to the car to re-
trieve her immigration papers in
her purse. One witness reported
seeing two alligators near the car.

Instead of taking the day off,
Amaya got a ride a few hours
later to the restaurant where she
works, arriving on time.

Cheaters never prosper

m BOSTON — Harvard
Business School will re-

ject 119 applicants who hacked

into the school’s admission site to
see if they had been accepted, the
school’s dean Kim Clark said.

“This behavior is unethical at
best — a serious breach of trust
that cannot be countered by ratio-
nalization,” Clark said.

Systems at about six business
schools were hacked into after
someone posted instructions on
an online message board. Most ap-
plicants saw only blank screens
when they tapped into their files,
but some Harvard applicants
glimpsed preliminary decisions
about whether they would be ad-
mitted.

Carnegie Mellon’s Tepper
School of Business has already
said it will deny the applications
of proven hackers.

Prescription for needy

m TOPEKA — While many
states consider reducing
benefits or overhauling social pro-
grams to save money, Kansas
Gov. Kathleen Sebelius wants to
expand medical services for the

needy.

Sebelius, a Democrat, has pro-
posed increasing tobacco taxes to
finance an expansion of the
state’s Medicaid program to
cover more poor adults, making
her an unusual example of a gov-
ernor who wants to spend more.

Sebelius’ goal is Medicaid cov-
erage for adults at the federal pov-
erty level, $19,350 for a family of
four, instead of the current thresh-
old of $7,160.

Spreading the wealth

FREEPORT — About

4,700 LL. Bean employ-
ees will receive bonuses totaling
12.5 percent of their annual base
salaries after the company an-
nounced record sales of $1.4 bil-
lion for fiscal 2004. An additional
5,600 seasonal workers will get
$150 bonuses. The privately held
L.L. Bean said sales increased 9
percent from 2003.

Making music together

ST. LOUIS — Musicians

from 14 symphony or-
chestras across the country were
set to join St. Louis Symphony mu-
sicians for a free concert to thank
the community for its support dur-
ing a recently ended two-month
strike. The program will feature
more than 80 musicians who will
be directed by Benjamin Zander,
conductor of the Boston Philhar-
monic.

Girl, 5, kicked off bus

> DALLAS — A school bus
driver accused of forcing a
S-year-old girl to get off the bus
more than a mile from her sched-
uled stop was placed on paid ad-
ministrative leave pending an in-
vestigation.

Jadian Anderson said the driv-
er made her daughter, Syria, get
off the bus after she complained
that another student was hitting
her.

“He did not leave her with anoth-
er adult; he left her on the street,”
Anderson said. “He was very negli-
gent, and he endangered my

hild.”

Syria walked about a half mile
before a crossing guard saw her
and noticed she was crying. A rel-
ative drove by, saw the girl and
picked her up.

Stories and photos from wire services
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Owe money? Can’t dodge debt collectors

BY IEVA M. AUGSTUMS
The Dallas Morning News

If you don’t think you've dealt
with a debt collector, you may al-
ready have.

That letter in the mail saying
you owe money for an overdue
DVD rental chances are it's
from a collection agency.

And those dinnertime phone
calls you ignore may not be
telemarketers but creditors in-
stead.

If you use credit cards, have
loans or pay utility bills, you have
debts. And if you fall behind even
by a few days in paying those
debts or if an error is made on
your accounts, debt collectors
can contact you by mail and
phone until they hear from you.

Yes, it's annoying. And yes, it
can be time-consuming. But credi-
tors and consumer advocates
agree you can't ignore it.

“The important thing is to com-
municate,” said Harry Strausser
111, president of the Association
of Credit and Collection Profes-
sionals, a Minneapolis-based
trade group that represents collec-
tion agencies.

“Don’t avoid the call. Don’t
avoid the letter. It's in your best
interest to find out more about

the obligation.”
The Federal Trade Commis-
sion prohibits professional,

third-party collection businesses,
agents and attorneys from treat-
ing you unfairly.

The Fair Debt Collection Pra
tices Act also specifically prohib-
its the use of harassment and
false statements by debt collec-
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tors. States have similar laws.

s a consumer, you have rights
under the laws. But so do debt col-
lectors. They know their rights, so
it's gnnd for you to know yours.

0 you've been contacted by a
debl collector. Now what? First,
don’t panic. It means someone val-
ues your business.

Second, don’t get angry. The
Federal Trade Commission re-
stricts the actions of anyone try-
ing to collect money you owe.

The laws cover personal, fami-
ly and household debts, including
money owed for automobiles,
medical expenses and credit-card
charges.

In most cases, a debt collector’s
first contact is made through the
mail.

However, if you first receive a
phone call, debt collector
must send you written notifica-
tion within five working days de-
tailing the amount of debt; the
name of the creditor who re-
ferred the debt to the collector;
and what action to take if you be-
lieve you do not owe the money.

Leaving a message on your an-
swering machine doesn’t count:
The debt collector must speak
with the debtor. In some states a
debtor’s spouse qualifies.

When debt collectors make the
first contact, whether by phone or
mail, they are obliged to identify
themselves, tell you they are at-
templmg to collect a debt and ex-
plain that any information they ob-
tain will be used for that purpose.

1t's usually in your best interest
to talk to them. However, if you
feel that you have been wrongfully
contacted or if your debt is more
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complicated than just an overdue
DVD, you don’t have to settle the
debt in that initial phone call.

“Be careful. Don’t give them all
your information right away. You
have some time,” said Bud Hibbs,
afinancial counselor and consult-

ant in Fort Worth, Texas. “The
biggest mistake that customers
make is giving access to their
money.”

If you don’t agree with the col-

EXCHANGE RATES

Euro costs

lector, you have
30 days to dis-
pute — in writ-
ing — all or part
of the debt.

The debt col-
lector

debt and stop
all collection ef-
forts until the
verification  is
mailed to you.

“It's good to
have a paper
trail,”
said. “That way
you have proof if
you need to dis-
pute or report a
violation.”

You also have
the option to re-
quest that the
collector cease
communication
with you. At that
time, the debt
collector  may
lhen contact you
The Dallas Morning News ! gdg:;ieyrsgr‘%

further ~ action

— including legal action — will be

taken.

Be careful. That request could
be more costly than the debt it-
self, especially if you have to take
on attorney and court fees.

And also be aware that if a
court enters a judgment against
you, the creditor may repossess
your property or garnishee your
wages.
And what if you file personal
bankruptcy? The debt collectors
won't contact you anymore. In-
stead, they’ll deal with your law-
yer and the bankruptcy court.

Just because you've chosen to
avoid the debt collector doesn’t
mean action isn’t being taken.

For starters, you are still liable
for any legitimate debt you owe.

And by the time a debt collec-
tor makes contact with you, in
many cases your debt has already
been reported to the credit bu-
reaus. It can remain on your cred-
it report for seven years from the
date of the delinquency on your
account.

Debt collectors can call you at
home between 8 am. and 9 p.m.
They can even call you at work un-
less you inform them your em-
ployer prohibits it.

Debt collectors say they are
used to getting hung up on.

“That doesn’t mean we are
going to go away,” said Joyce
Anderton, a partner at ACH Fi-
nancial Group, a Kansas-based
collections agency.

When calling, debt collectors
cannot misrepresent their identi-
ty, and they must use business-
like language. They also cannot
make repetitive or excessively
frequent phone calls to annoy or
harass you.

What they can do is contact peo-
ple who aren't directly involved in
your debt to get information on
where you live and work — as long
as they don’t talk about the debt.

But they can only contact each
person once, unless they believe
the person gave incomplete infor-
mation.

More often than not, consum-
ers think debt collectors are out
to get them, Anderton said.

“T think they think we are going
to say ‘pay it, no matter what,”
she said. “We just want to talk to
you, find out why you have the
debt and help you figure out how
to pay it back.”
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Tom Philpott’s column will return to Your Money on Thursday.
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Money tip of the day

The Associated Press

Our computer-based world is
now a maze of passwords, de-
signed to protect our sensitive
data from thieves and snoops.
We mix and match birth dates,
mothers’ names,
friends, ages, addresses and
nicknames in a jumble of codes
for our electronic selves.

But are we safe? The folks at Fi-
berlink Communications Corp., a
Blue Bell, Pa-based maker of
software and other high-tech
products, conducted a recent
password-cracking experiment.
With an eight-character pass-
word on a standard 95-character
keyboard, there are quite a few
possible combinations:
6,634,204,312,890,625 to  be
exact, according to Fiberlink.

Cracking passwords

The company then tested a
standard computer’s calculative
prowess against our common
habit of using simple words as
passcodes to protected electron-
ic areas.

So, for the example, using the
word “password” as the pass-
word, a standard desktop com-
puter took less than a second to
determine this, when assem-
bling all the different letter com-
binations. Adding the single
digit 1 to the password required
3 seconds. Typing “password”
with an asterisk in the middle
took the computer 38 seconds to
decipher.

And the combination that was
not cracked, after the machine
was left to compute for more
than 10 minutes? “p@$$wOrd”
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Daudet’s Mill, on
the outskirts of
Fontvielle, France,
is named after
French author
Alphonse Daudet,
who never lived in
the mill, but used it
for the inspiration
for his “Lettres de
mon Moulin”
(“Letters from My
Mill"), a series of
letters and tales
from Provence.

Peak points

France’s Alpilles offer best of Provence

BY MICHAEL ABRAMS
Stars and Stripes

rom afar, the barren
limestone peaks look
like a lofty mountain
range.

Rising from the plains, they
could be mistaken for their big
brothers, the Alps. Even their
name sounds similar. But at
their highest, around 1,600 feet,
the Alpilles are a far cry from
the soaring giants to the east.

But they still offer dramatic
vistas, winding roads, caves and
mountaintop towns.

As dramatic as these jagged
peaks are, it is at the foot of the
hills and in their valleys where
the heart and soul of the Alpilles
lie: in the vineyards, olive groves
and fruit orchards.

It is a land of poets and paint-
ers, a countryside dotted with
thick-walled Provencal farmhous-
es, known as mas, and medieval
villages.

The town of St. Rémy, with its
Gallo-Roman ruins, is the gate-
way to the Alpilles, and the hill-
top village of Les Baux is its
crown. Only about 15 miles long,
much of the Alpilles can be seen
in little more than a day, but
there is a feeling here — a joie
de vivre — that makes one want
to while away the days in its
midst.

St. Rémy makes a good base
for exploring the region, but
even if you are staying in Arles,
Nimes or in the Luberon, there is
anice circular route that will
take you to the sights of the

Alpilles.

Beginning at St. Rémy, head
east on D99 toward Cavaillon,
then south on D74A toward
Eygaliéres. On the road, you pass
the Mas de la Brune, a country
residence that is now a hotel.
Here you will find Le Jardin de
I'Alchimiste, or the alchemist’s
garden, a landscaped garden
containing many plants of the
Mediterranean region and the
Alpilles. (The garden is open
May to October on weekends and
holidays).

Farther on, the medieval town
of Eygalieres crawls up a hillside
to its castle. Not far from here, to
the east, the 12th-century
Chapelle St.-Sixte stands on the
site of an earlier pagan temple.

Head back through Eygaliéres,
and take D24 south to Le Destet,
and then drive west toward
Maussane-les-Alpilles. Here the
road passes through olive groves
and fruit orchards.

In Maussane-les-Alpilles, a

typical Provengal village lined
with cafes and restaurants, you
will find a Santon museum. San-
tons are figurines once used for
Nativity scenes and at first limit-
ed to biblical figures. Now there
are Santons from all walks of
Provencal life — farmers, shep-
herds, market women, boule
players and even Vincent van
Gogh. They come in all sizes and
can be very detailed and expen-
sive, but are unique souvenirs of
Provence.

Next head north on DS toward
Les Baux, crowning the hill in
the dis-

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

Above: The craggy Alpilles tower over Glanum, the archaeological site
on the outskirts of St. Rémy, considered the gateway to the region.
Left: Olives have been grown and harvested in this region of Provence

for many years.

leave it for another day, follow
D27 toward Les Baux through
the vineyards. The area has its
own appellation, Baux-de-
Provence, and vintners welcome
guests to try (and buy) their
wines. A wine cellar in French is
a “cave,” and one vintner has his
cave in an actual cave (a former
quarry) in a hill in the Val d’En-
fer across from Les Baux.

Not only does Les Baux have
its own appellation for wine, it
also has one for olive oil made in
the area.

After Les Baux, follow D78

signs to “aqueduc romain.” The
remains of the Roman aqueducts
are down a footpath, a short hike
from the sign.

When D78 crosses D33, take a
right toward Fontvielle. Before
you get to town you will see the
Moulin de Daudet, Daudet’s Mill,
on the outskirts. It is named after
French author Alphonse Daudet,
who never actually lived in the
mill, but used it as the inspira-
tion for his “Lettres de mon
Moulin” (“Letters from My
Mill”) a series of letters and tales
from Provence.

Farther up D33, surrounded
by olive and pine trees, is the
Chapelle St. Gabriel, a 12th-cen-
tury chapel with a fine adorned
facade. From here take D32 back
to St. Rémy.

One tip: Before starting the
Jjourney, stock up on local cheese,
sausages, French bread and
something to drink, and enjoy a
Provencal picnic along the way.

toward the
tance. If village of
you have Paradou,
only one where the
day for the Provencal
Alpilles, poet Char-
now is the loun Rieu
time to is buried.
visit the Heading
ancient toward
town. Even Arles and
if you i
decide to PETER JAEGER o e ses Lok for

E-mail Michael Abrams at:
abramsm@mail.estripes.osd.mil.
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A town an artist could love

Van Gogh painted
more than 100
works in St. Rémy

BY MICHAEL ABRAMS
Stars and Stripes

. Rémy is the picture-perfect base
for touring western Provence. It is
a charming, laid-back town that is
the birthplace of astrologer Nos-
tradamus and where, in a creative flurry
of genius, Vincent van Gogh painted more
than 100 works.
On the edge of the Alpilles, St. Rémy is
a short drive through the hills to the cas-
tle-topped village of Les Baux, only 15
miles to Arles and just 11 to Avignon. St.
Rémy is also only 25 miles fmm the Medi-
S: M.

and 56 mlles from Marsellles And t.he
mountain villages of Gordes, Bonnieux
and Ménerbes in the Luberon are only a
day trip away.

But there are plenty of reasons to visit
St. Rémy in itself: the Wednesday market,
the shaded boulevards, lively cafes and
the antiquities of Glanum

On the southern outskirts of town,
Glanum dates to the sixth century B.C.
when it was founded by Celtic-Ligurian
people known as the Glanics. After com-
ing into contact with Greeks from Massal-
ia (today’s Marseille), a Hellenistic com-
munity arose here with a temple and
agora in the second and third century B.C.

‘After the Roman conquest of the area,
public buildings — basilica, temples,
forums and baths — were erected under
Augustus. The site was abandoned after
the barbarian invasions at the end of the
third century, and only the triumphal arch
and the 60-foot-high mausoleum at the
entrance to Glanum was visible until
excavations of the site began in 1921.

St. Rémy was not founded until after
the fall of Glanum. Its medieval center
was once surrounded by fortifications.
Today, a ring road lined with plane trees
runs where the fortifications once stood.
The town’s center is still a maze of narrow
alleyways, barely wide enough for cars to
slip through.

Inside the maze, fountains splash on
cobblestone squares and lazy cats watch
from ancient walls as tourists try to find
their way through, searching for Nostrada-
mus’ bmhplace or the archaeological
museum in the Hotel de Sade. Note that
the street signs are often in two languag-
es: French and Provencal.

Just outside the maze, tourists and

Cafe life thrives in picture-perfect St. Rémy.

narrow lanes of St.-Rémy-de-Provence.

locals alike enjoy coffee or an aperitif at
one of the cafes across from the Place de
la Republic.

It is here, on Place Pélissier and on the
lanes in between where the famous
vaengal market takes place on Wednes-

day mornings. Fruits,

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes
‘A mundane chore, such as carrying home groceries, becomes a beautiful scene in the

sausages, fishes, seeds, breads, fabrics,
olive oils, soaps and of course, herbes de
Provence — savory, thyme, bay, basil,
sage, rosemary, wild thyme, fennel, marjo-
ram and tarragon — can all be bought
here. While the market draws tourists,

Provencal specialties on sale at the Wednes-
«day morning market in St. Rémy.
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The cloister of St.-Paul-de-Mausole monas-
tery in St. Rémy. A sanatorium since the

mid-18th century, artist Vincent van Gogh
was once confined here.

much of the buying is done by the locals.

ile walking around town, watch for
small plaques with paintings on them.
These mark places that van Gogh painted.
Many of them look the same 115 years
later.

After arriving from Arles, the artist was
voluntarily confined to the convalescent
home at the St. Paul-de-Mausole monas-
tery, near Glanum, from May 1889 to May
1890. St. Rémy and its surroundings in-
spired him to paint self-portraits, nature,
people working in the fields and the stun-
ningly beautiful “Starry Night.”

vegetables, cheeses,

Tourists and

Provence” to
soaps and
fabrics.
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Contact us for details!

&
se r V'ce Ansbach - Bamberg - Baumholder - Garmisch - Heidelberg - Hohenfels

CREDIT UNION Mannheim - Fums[ein - Spangdahlem - Stufigart - Vilseck - Vogelweh
WwwW.servicecu.org
24-Hour Contact Center 00800-4728-2000

“Hometown Service Worldwide”

NCuUA
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A view of Les Baux citadel from its Saracen Tower. Parts of the castle date to the 12th century, but the area has been
occupied since the second century B.C.

The 17th-century
Chapelle (chapel)
des Penitents
Blancs and the
12th-century |
church Eglise
St-Vincent

in Les Baux.

This model of a catapult stands on the plateau of the Les Baux c
century Chapelle St-Blaise, at center is the citadel, and at far rig

From lo

Ancient town draws n

BY MICHAEL ABRAMS
Stars and Stripes

igh upon an Alpilles crest sits the
village of Les Baux and its tower-
ing castle.

With a commanding view of the
countryside, the powerful lords of Baux once
ruled the surrounding villages and towns.
They were a warrior lot, even taking on the
House of Barcelona for the right to rule
Provence. Members of the line became
counts and dukes, others married into power-
ful families. Still others used different means
to gain power and wealth.

Among the final group was Viscount Ray-
mond de Turenne, nicknamed the “Scourge
of Provence.” From the castle, the brigand
terrorized the countryside and its residents,
until mercenaries of the pope and soldiers of
the king of France forced him to flee in 1399.

Through the years, the town prospered, but
the castle and its ramparts were dismantled
in 1632, leaving ruins.

Today, another invader has brought new
prosperity to the hilltop town. Hordes of
tourists take over Les Bau, strolling its
cobblestone lanes, stopping at its shops for
Provencal souvenirs and climbing its castle
walls for a glorious view of the Alpilles, the
fertile valleys below and the shimmering
Mediterranean Sea way, way off in the dis-
tance.

Despite the crowds, Les Baux is worth the
visit, especially if you avoid the peak summer
tourist season. Surprisingly, for a tourist
magnet, it really is not a tourist trap. The
souvenirs — colorful tablecloths, Santon
dolls, yellow pottery and bouquets of laven-
der — are no pricier here than they are in St.
Rémy or Arles. Only the entrance fee to the
castle at 7 euros for adults and 3.50 euros for
children seems steep.

To see Les Baux is to stroll past ancient
churches, stately mansions and common
houses, all made of pale stone. The 12th-cen-

St. Vincent church and the 17th-century
Chapelle des Pénitents Blanc face each other
on the Place St. Vincent. From here there is a
good view of the jagged, cave-filled Val d’En-
fer, or Hell Valley.

The Hétel de Manville is a beautiful
16th-century mansion donated to the town by
the prince of Manville. Nearby are the

A view of the

anciens four
townspeople

‘The Musé
Trencat is th
grounds. He
castle lookec
ries.

Onits gro
the ruins of 1
life-size moc
rams, like th
the castle an
chapel. The
16th-century
the early 20t
caves carvec
and the citac

After seeil
ing of the ca
uneven step:
spectacular-
once had.
E-mail Michael
estripes.osd.mi
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itadel. A similar one was once used in medieval times to attack the castle. At left is the 12th-

‘ht another catapult.

‘ds to hordes

ore than a million tourists per year

s banatix, the ovens where the
once baked their bread.

> d’Historie de Baux on Rue du |

e entrance to the castle
re are two models of how the
in the 13th and 16th centu-

inds are the town’s cemetery,
he communal mill, and

els of catapults and battering

e one once used to lay siege to

d the 12th-century St. Blaise

‘uins next door are of a
hospital. From the Iron Age to

h century, people lived in the

L out of the rock between here

el.

1g the keep and the rib vault-

stle chapel, climb up the rough,

i to the Saracen tower for the

7iew that the lords of Baux

Abrams at: abramsm@mail.
I

illage of Les Baux and the surrounding countryside from its castle ruins.

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

Visitors wander the narrow, cobblestone lanes of Les Baux. The village is
popular with tourists year round, but is especially jammed in the summer.

A basket of lavender,
typical of Provence,
sits outside a shop
in Les Baux.

A variety of “santons” from Provence on sale at a shop in Les
Baux. These figurines were one used for Nativity scenes and

were at first limited to biblical figures. Now there are santons
from all walks of Provencal life — and you can even buy them
online.
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Volksmarch

popular event each year
in the Kaiserslautern,
Germany, area is the
one in Queidersbach.

Listings come from brochures of IVV-sanctioned events that were either collected at volksmarches or mailed to Jennifer West by clubs wishing to promote their
events. Locations are noted in the host language. More extensive lists are available in the IVV or DVV-IVV Terminliste, www.dvv-wandern.de/Termine.

i z bach Country/Town Day(s) and Time(s) Code  Km. Starting Point Award Directional Reference
Weizenbier glass is the prize in
2005 for completing the SK, 10K Austria
or 20K marches. . . Weiten Sat & Sun 0700-1200 F 1 Gast. Zur Post Flashlight NW of St. Polten
If the snow keeps falling as it
has been lately, make sure you Denmark
’ dress warmly oy, Sun 0800-1100 - 5810  Spejdercenter No award SW of Kolding
Jennifer West andinlayers, jarp Sun 0800-1000 - 15820  Spejdercenter No award SW of Kolding
———— andwear Silkeborg Sun 0900-1100 - 5812 Resenbro Skole No award Skellerupve] 20
boots for Silkeborg Sun 0900-1000 - 8 Resenbro Skole No award Skellerupvej 20
traction on Vejle Sat 1330 - 5&10  Rosportens Kiubhus No award NW of Fredericia
these trails
as Queiders-  F 1ance
bachisata  Reichstett Sat & Sun 0700-1400 F 10820  Salle des Fétes No award NE of Strasbourg
bit higher Sarre-Union Sat & Sun 0700-1400 F 10&20  Salle de la Corderie No award S of Sarreguemines
festbov Schiierbach Sat & Sun 0700-1500 F 10820  Salle des Fétes No award SE of Mulhouse
than K- Germany
Town. Get Ansbach-Elpersdorf Sat & Sun 0700-1300 510,20  Autohaus Oppel Document holder FRM, SW of Ansbach
‘hOS? single Dorsten-Holsterhausen Sat & Sun 0700-1200 CDFNY  6&10 Sporthalle Drinker figurine NRW, N of Essen
servicemem-  Dorsten-Holsterhausen  Sat & Sun 0700-1200 CDFN
bers out of the dorms and on 21830  Spornale  Besr dinker igurine NRW, N of Essen
ir fi — Dorsten-Holsterhausen ~ Sat 0700-0900 M a2 Sporthall Patch & certificate  NRW, N of Essen
ther first volksmarch — but Dorsten-Holsterhausen  Sat 0630-0700 M 50 Spur\hal\e Paich & ceriificate  NRW, N of Essen
"‘akf sure they're dressed Prop-  £opach Sehmiden Sun 0700-1300 BF 6,10,20  Festhalle B-medal BWN NE of Stuttgart
erly! Girkenroth Sat 0700-1400, Sun 0700-1300 BFN36 5&10 Dorfgemeinschaftshaus B-medal of Limburg
.o Girkenroth Sat & Sun 0700-1300 BFN36 20 Dorfgemeinschaftshaus ~ B-medal RPN of Limburg
Notes about this week’s volks-  Hermesdorf Sat 0700-1500, Sun 0700-1400  DFSWY 6 Turnhalle No award RP, NW of Bitburg
march events: Hermesdorf Sat 0700-1500, Sun 0700-1400  DFY 10 Tumhalle No award RP, NW of Bitburg
. ’ Hermesdort Sat & Sun 0700-1300 DF 20 Turnhalle No award RP, NW of Bitburg
yum‘gikfﬁl 1rz cy:i:‘/ffglei a[;‘: ang Kasendort Sat 1000-1500, Sun 0700-1200  FY 510,15 Gemeindebauhof Model semi truck FRO, SW of Kulmbach
A Lauterach Sat& Suno71d-13%0 F 6410  Lautertalhalle Shoe flower pot BWS, SW of Uim
one free alcohol-free drink at the  \inchen-Hasenberg! Sat & Sun 0700-1; BCFPX  7,12,20  Mathaser B-medal MOB, N of Minchen
Hermesdorf, Germany, volks- Queidersbach/Plalz Sl 07001400, San 0700-1300 N 5810 Mehrzweckhalle Weizenbierglas RP, SW of Kaiserslautern
march. The 6K is stroller and Queidersbach/Pfalz Sat & Sun 0700-1300 FN 2 Mehrzweckhalle Weizenbierglas RP, SW of Kaiserslautern
wheelchair friendly. This is a Schiisselfeld Sat & Sun 07001200 F 6,10,20  Stadthalle Shoe flower pot FRO, SW of Bamberg
Simmern Sat 0700-1500, Sun 0700-1300  FY 5810  Hunsriickhalle Child's rucksack RP, W of Bingen
Cl"‘she wEalfklfor the ﬁ%kg)stanon(eid Simmen Sat 0700-1400, Sun 0700-1300  F 20 Hunsriickhalle Child's rucksack RP, W of Bingen
in the Eifel region (Bitburg an Simmern Sat & Sun 1100 (Hist. City walk) ~ F Hunsriickhalle Child's rucksack RP, W of Bingen
Spangdahlem) as it’s near Stau-  Zell-Weierbach Sat 1000-1500, Sun 0700-1300  FPS 5810 Mak kit BWS, E of Offenburg
see.
My thanks to our fellow Italy
walkers for sending in bro- Gonars Sun 0900-1000 FX 6,12,21  Next to school park No award W of Palmanova
chures, all in date order! Here’s ~ Meduno Sun 0830-0930 F 6,12,24  Central Sports Complex  T-shirt NE of Aviano AB
the i 'im Lynch, Bob and Monselice Sun 0830 F 7,18,19  Piazza Mazzini lo award SW of Padova
. Pieve di Cento Sun 0840-0850 F &7 See misc. notes No award N of Bologna
}g]”ageﬁﬁge;nggsiygzﬂv Pieve di Cento Sun 0840-0850 F 12821 See misc. notes No award N of Bologna
pert Ramona and Horst vana  LUXembourg
R;‘; (?u?l‘én - Wayne Henry an Mertert Sun 0700-1400 F 5811 Centre Culturel No award SW of Trier, GE
- No time for each day's Netherlands
start-hall entertainment was Gulpen Wed 0900-1500 - Café Paddock No award SW of Heerlen
listed for this weekend’s Gulpen Wed 0900-1400 - 10&15  Café Paddock No award SW of Heerlen
Miinchen-Hasenbergl, Germany,  Neer Sun 0700-1400 w Locatie Jong Nederland Sticker SW of Venlo
event. Neer Sun 0700-1400 - 510,15  Locatie Jong Nederland  Sticker SW of Venlo
« A'38-by-28-by-7-centimeter  Neer Sun 0700-1200 - 20 Locatie Jong Nederland ~~ Sticker SW of Venlo
document ease or bag is the Neer Sun 0700-1000 - 30 Locatie Jong Nederland ~~ Sticker SW of Venlo
Sun 0700-1000 M 42 Locatie Jong Nederland ~ Sticker SW of Venlo
medal at Ansbach, Germany. Schinnen Sun 0700-1400 - 5810 Jeughuis De Schepenbank ~ Sticker W of Brunssum
This walk starts at the Autohaus  Schinnen Sun 0700-1200 - 25 Jeughuis De Schepenbank ~ Sticker W of Brunssum
Oppel in Ansbach-Elpersdorf. Schinnen Sun 0700-1000 - 35 Jeughuis De Schepenbank  Sticker W of Brunssum
« Beginning at 11 a.m. on both  Schinnen Sun 0700-0900 M 50 Jeughuis De Schepenbank  Sticker W of Brunssum
Saturday and Sunday in Sim- o
‘mern, Germany, folks can partici- Switzerland
pate in an historical city walk (no  Kreuziingen Sat & Sun 0800-1300 - 5&10  Schulhaus Bemegg Cow glass NW of St. Gallen
distance listed). This year the = ]
Hunsrisekhalle is the start loca. (lsj |?r!‘ed ngdosm 0930 5&15  The Unit Club No award N of Rotherh:
tion for the 5-, 10- and 20-kilome-  Goldthorpe un - e Unit Clut o awar of Rotherham
* hildrer: Langsett Sun 1030 - 5&10  Bam Car Park Souvenir SW of Bamsley
ter courses. A children’s ruck-
1 Winteringham Sun 0900-1130 - 10820  BayHorse No award SW of Hull
sack with a teddy bear design is
the medal.
« The Guls
GENERAL CODES

Wednesday walk series opens
next week. Here are all the se-
d:

pril 20,
June 15, July 27, Aug 17, Sept.
21 and Oct. 19. The distances,
start times and start location are
the same for every midweek
walk and they are: 5K, 9 a.m. to 3
p.m.; and 10K and 15K, 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. The event starts in the
Café Paddock on Dorpsstraat 13,
Gulpen. There is no prize.

« Notes from (,lark Soeldner
our Italian walking expert:

“The Pieve di Cento evenl
begins at the G.P.I. Cagnon on
via Garibaldi 34. As well as the
normal walks, there is a competi-
tive 21K run. There are awards
based on finishing placement.
For more information, check out
the Web site at www.pieve.net.

B - Awards from past events available (B-medals)
C - Bring a cup for free refreshments at the control

Ppoints
D - Shower/Wash facilities at start hall
F - Free refreshment at control points

SHH - Schleswig-Holstein/ Hamburg
NDS - Niedersachsen/Berlin

NRW - Nordrhein-Westfalen

RP - Rheinland-Pfalz

HE - Hessen

N - Nordic walking event
P - Music at start hall
S - Stroller-friendly trails

s - Shorter trail noted as stroller-friendly

M- Marathon or long-distance event

T - Evening/Night walk, carry a flashiight

X - Award available while supply lasts
W - Course for wheelchair participants
¥ - Young-Walkers -Tour or Bambini-Liga event

GERMAN STATE/REGION CODES:

SAR - Saarland
BWN - Baden-Wiirttemberg
BWS - Baden-Wirttemberg
THS - Thiiringen/Sachsen

FRO - Oberfranken (Upper Franken)

3.6 - 3.60 euros for start card & B-medal

FRM - Mittelfranken (Middle Franken)

Nord ERU - Untertranken (Lower Franken)
siid SCH - Schwal
OPF - Oberplalz

NDB - Niederbayern
MOB - Miinchen-Oberbayern

“The Monselice course is a
combination of flats and hills.
Although it does not pass by the
castle, it would be worth a visit
after the walk.

“Meduno is a very popular

mountain walk. If it doesn’t
snow, the 24K route has a gain of
about 680 meters in the early
part while the 12K has a gain of
about 380 meters. I've seen sun,
snow and pea soup fog while

going over the summit the past
five times; I wonder what this
year has in store?

“There is a restoro at the
Forchia Piccola where the 24K
rejoins the 12K ... Manga,

manga! The T-shirt prize is the
ninth in the series.

E-mail Jennifer West at volksmarch@m:
estripes.osd.mil. Wiite her at: Volksmarch
Column, Stars and Stripes, Bldg. 2899,
Pulaski Barracks, APO AE 09227-3717
(MPS)



Thursday, March 10, 2005

STARS AND STRIPES

PAGE 27

COMPILED BY
KAREN BRADBURY
Stars and Stripes

Ski Clubs

Here are jately upcoming
ski club events. For later events,
contact the club. Also, you might
want to contact your base Outdoor
Recreation office for its ski trips.

FRANKFURT INTERNATIONAL
SKI CLUB: Phone: 069-9720-3669;
trips: March 18-20, Klosters,
Switzerland, 255 euros; March
24-28, St. Moritz, Switzerland, 340
euros; March 26-April 2, Val
Thorens, France, 485 euros.
GRAFENWOHR SKI AND SNOW-

BOARDING CLUB: Phone: DSN
476-1560, CIV 0964-1831560; trips:
March 18-20, Zell am See, Austria,
price TBA.

HEIDELBERG INTERNATIONAL
SKI CLUB: Phone CIV 06202-577-
8422 or DSN 370-5352; trips:
March 18-20, Davos/ Klosters,
Switzerland, 245 euros; March
19-26, Tignes, France, 765 euros;
April 1-3, Engelberg, Switzerland,
285 euros.

KAISERSLAUTERN SKI CLUB:
Phone: 06303-4751; trips: March
18-20, Lenzerheide, Switzerland,
210 euros; April 1-3, Verbier,
Switzerland, 150 euros; April
22-24, Lech, Austria, 215 euros.
LABER SKI CLUB: Phone: CIV
08822 9481 3100, DSN 440-2366;
trips: March 12, Ischgl, Austria;
March 19-20, Passo Pordoi, Italy;
April 2, Zugspitz, Germany.

Alpine snow conditions o men 7, 20
Resort Sﬂnmpmwm Info Lits.

MANNHEIM INTERNATIONAL
SKI CLUB: Phone: 06206-75268;
trips: March 18-20, Verbier,
Switzerland, 140 euros; April
9-16, Meribel, France ($TBA).
PATCH SKI CLUB: Stuttgart.
Phone: DSN 430-5789; trips: March
17-20, Chamonix, France, 390
euros; April 7-10, St. Moritz, Swit-
zeriand, April 7-10, April 9-16,
Val Thorens, France, 320 euros;
April 29-May 1, Ischgl, Austria,
220 euros; May 27-30, Lermoos,
Austria, 200 euros; May 27-30,
Siegi Golf I-St.Veit, Austria, 260
euros.

TANNENBAUM SKI CLUB:

OFF
Paced

Phone: 06301-3478; trips: April
1-3, Engelberg, Switzerland, 200
euros; April 8-10, St. Anton, Aus-
tria, 165 euros; April 29-May 1,
Ischgl, Austria, 205 euros.
WESTPFALZ INTERNATIONAL
SKI CLUB: Phone: 06371-598537;
trips: April 810, Lech, Austria, 220
euros; April 29- May 1, Ischgl,
Austria, 215 euros.

WURZBURG INTERNATIONAL
SKI CLUB: Phone: 0932
19244525 trips: March 14-20, St.
Moritz, Switzerland, 400 euros;
April 29-May 1, Ischgl, Austria,
230 euros; May 13-15, Landeck,
Austria, price TBA; May 28-31,
St.Veit, Austria, price TBA.

EEERJEERREIRIGH

Powder
Povcier
Povar
Povclat
Powclar
Varied

Powcar
Poweler
Packed
]
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Pacaed
Verie

Packnd

* Ski/Saowboard
+ Spring specialy

SERVING AMERICANS SINCE 1962

Your®#liforwinterholidaysinAustria
« Super weekly ski packages

+ Wiini Club speciols for childran
* Specials for familiss

+ Mursary facilities

Tyrolion Tours
Grieshachweg 4

lassons - oll lavels Ti
B

Ask for o full colar brochure

A63T2 OberndorkiTirol, Austrie
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Calendar

COMPILED BY
JAYNE TRAENDLY
Special to Stars and Stripes

Listings are based on the latest
information available at press time
but are subject to change. It's wise
to check with the local tourist board
to confirm details of the event be-
fore traveling.

AUSTRIA

www.austria-info.at

VIENNA: Johann Strauss ball,

March 19.

INNERKREMS: Dog sled races,

Europe championship, March
1-13.

VIENNA: Easter market, March

12-23. Castle Schonbrunn

HALL: Easter festival, March 14,

19, 24-25.

VIENNA: OsterKlang Festival,

March 18 - 28.

SALZBURG: Easter festival, March

19-28

BELGIUM
www.visitbelgium.com
THROUGHOUT the country: Anni-
versary of 175 years of indepen-
dence, through 2005,
BRUSSELS, WALLONIA: Beer
2005, through 2005.
BRUSSELS: Festival of fantastic
film, March 11-26.

BRUSSELS: Mini-Europe open,
March 19-Jan. 9.
THROUGHOUT the country:
Flanders festival, March 22-Oct.
23

TOURNAI: Grand flower market,
March 25.

CINEY: Flea market and antique
fair, March 25-28.

HERVE: Cavalcade, March 28.
Procession.

GHENT: Floralies, April 15-24.

CZECH REPUBLIC
www.visitczechia.cz

PRAGUE: Easter markets, March
18-April 8. Old Town and Wenc-
eslas Squares.

PRAGUE: Accordion festival, April
8-12

ENGLAND
www.visitbritain.com
BIRMINGHAM: Crufts dog show,
through March 13. NEC
LONDON: Classicalive, March

Best Bets for the week

BY JAYNE TRAENDLY
Special to Stars and Stripes

BELGIUM: If you love horror
and science fiction, Brussels’
Festival of Fantastic Film may
be the place for you through
March 26. Some of the high-
lights on the program are a
tribute and retrospective of
films adapted from or inspired
by the works of French writer
Jules Verne; the world premiere
of Paul Schrader’s “Exorcist:
The Original Prequel”; and a
regrouping of some of the best
of Japanese animated series in
the past years, together with a
two-day market for DVDs, man-
gas, actions figures and games.

Other events scheduled are
the Vampire Ball, Unusual Fash-
ion Show (theme: “Beauty and
Horror”), body painting contest
and of course, the film screen-
ings, lectures from film experts
and competitions.

Tickets range from three
euros to 22 euros, depending on
the event. For more information,

g0 to www.bifff.org/ en

ENGLAND: The annual
Crufts International Dog Show
runs through the weekend at
the NEC in Birmingham. More
than 400 stands will show the
latest in doggie items at this
gathering that includes both
pedigreed dogs and mongrels in
displays and competitions.
Today’s category focuses on
terriers and hounds. Friday
showcases toy and utility dogs;
Saturday, gundogs; and Sunday,
working and pastoral dogs.

Also on the program are
demonstrations of dog agility,
flyball and heelwork to music
and presentations from assis-
tance dogs. Get advice from the
owners of 180 breeds in the
“Discover Dogs” section.

Advance ticket prices are
12.50 pounds (about $24) for
adults, 8.50 pounds for children
S5 to 15 and 34 pounds for fami-
lies with two adults, two chil-
dren. For more details, go to
www.the-kennel-club.org.uk or
www.crufts.org.uk. Information

on the NEC and tickets at
www.necgroup.co.uk/visitor/
whatson/1870.

GERMANY: CeBit, the

world’s biggest gathering for
information technology, telecom-
munications, software and ser-
vices, runs daily through March
16 from 9 a.m. 0 6 p.m. at
nover’s fairgrounds.

According to its Web site,

CeBit’s future focuses on solu-
tions for its customers under the
major sectors or Business Pro-
cesses, Communications, Digital
Equipment and Services, Bank-
ing and Finance, Card Technolo-
gy, future parc and the Public
Sector Parc.

With the participation of more

than 6,200 international exhibi-
tors in the space of 320,000
square meters, you're sure to
find information on your techno-
logical interests.

Tickets cost 37 euros for

adults, 17 euros for students 15
or older. On March 12, 13 and
16, the discount price is avail-
able for those in the military.
For details, go to www.cebit.de.

HUNGARY
www.hungarytourism.hu
BUDAPEST Spring festival, March
19-April

HOLLOKO Easter festival, March
2728

DUBLIN: St. Palncks Day festival,
March 16-20.

ITALY
www.italiantourism.com
FLORENCE: Explosion of the cart,
March 27.

VENICE: SU E ZO PER | PONTI,
March 27. Runs in the city.
VENICE: St. Mark's Day, April 25
VENICE: Festa de la Sensa, May
8

SCOTLAND
‘www.visitscotland.com
GLASGOW: International comedy
festival, through March 26.
EDINBURGH: Easter festival,
March 24-28.

HAWICK (Borders): Reivers festival,
March 25-27. Historical festival.

SPAIN

0.uk

18-23. Classical music and instru-
ments exhibit, Olympia.

LONDON: Boat race, March 27.
LONDON: Stitch 2005, March
31-April 3. Needlecrafts, Olympia.
BIRMINGHAM: Go Fishing, April
1-3. Angling fair.

IPSWICH: Railway Modellers Associ-
ation Open Day, April 2.

LONDON: Olympia music fair, April
2. Olympia.

LONDON: Festival of railway model-
ing, April 2-3. Alexandra Palace
ST. ALBANS: International Napole-
onic fair, April 3.

LONDON: Sound design, software
and music technology exhibit, April
14-16. Wembley Exhibition Centre.

FRANCE
www.francetourism.com

METZ: Flea market, April 2, 16;
May 7, 21,6 am.-1pm.

DIJON: Florissimo, March 10-20.
Tropical plants and flowers show in
fair grounds.

PARIS: Great wines fair, March
1-13.

MARSEILLE: Camival, March 19.
LYON: Intemational fair, March
18-27

NICE: Gourd festival, March 27
PARIS: F\Im festival, March
28-April

PARIS: Cwy marathon, April 10.
PARIS: World model and scale
model show, April 23-May 1

GERMANY
www.germany-tourism.de
MUNICH: Strong beer season,
through March 20. Lowenbrau
Keller.

HANNOVER: CeBit, through
March 16. Computer fair.
HAMBURG: Dom, March 18-April
17. Camival.

HEIDELBERG: Long Night of the
Museums, April 16

NURNBERG: Easter market,
March 11-28.

FRANKFURT: Dippemesse, March

FAFS FESEw=Fr=r

| oY ol YR TPV
Mo rIvea rlu:v-‘: un&tmr::y

Visit our Cruise Information

wrch 18 at the Rams

Prizes: 10, €100 C

Upcoming RTT Cruise Specials!

MSC Melody

Istanbul,

p
breakfasts, tour package and optional excursions.

BARITLI TOURS
€468

Round-trip flight, tran:

in Turkey, three overnights in a

Cappadocia, €598

Round-trip flight,

Turkey, three o

breakfasts, excursion package

South of Turkey, €498 and up

FAound- mpmgm transfers in Turke

b

ion packag:

Ancient Sites of Western Turkey, €999

Round-trip flight,

nsfers in Turkey, six overnight

halfboard, and excursion package

ATT VOGELWEH
GobsudeiBidg, 7058

18-April 9. Camival.

HAMBURG: Spring festival, March
18-April 17.

STUTTGART: Long Night of the
Museumns, March 19.
NEU-ANSPACH (Hessenpark):
Easter egg market, March 19-20.
BENSHEIM: Irish music festival,

arc
BRANDENBURG: Easter medieval
spectacular, March 26-28.
ROTHENBURG AM TAUBER:
Shepherd's dance, March 27.
HEIDELBERG: Spring festival, April

1-30.
FRANKFURT: Music fair, April 6-9.

CORRECTION

Previous versions of the
Calendar gave an incorrect
date for Heidelberg’s “Long
Night of the Museums.” The
correct date is April 16. Find
more information at the Web
site of its sponsor, Meier Maga-
zine: www.meier- online.de.

4 star hotel and

hatel and

four overnights in a 5 star hotel with

in 4 star hotels with

VALENCIA: Las Fallas, March
14-19.

THROUGHOUT the country: Holy
Week, March 20-27.

SWEDEN
www.visit-sweden.com
STOCKHOLM: Easter celebration at
Skansen, March 24-28

SWITZERLAND

www.switzerlandtourism.ch
GENEVA: Interational car show,
through March 13.

LUCERNE: Easter festival, March
12-20.

GENEVA: Hot-air balloon festival,
March 17-20.

S -DOLLAR
Spnm 58

SEASON 201
Departure fo | hm

Pricas are based on avallabilty
CALL NOW
{11805 988 333
Ws nued halp! Looking for a travel agent

In g Flom Sk, Ul s o3
for info call or s-mall us

Book online

www.ahctravel.de
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Benelux: Mostly cloudy with rain-
showers. Highs in the 40s. Friday
lows in the 30s.

Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy. Highs
in the 40s. Friday lows in the lower
to mid-30s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Cloudy with
snowshowers. Highs in the upper
20s. Friday lows in the teens,

France: Mostly cloudy. Highs in the
mid-40s in the north and upper 50s
in the south. Friday lows in the lower
30s to lower 40s.

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with isolated snowshowers. Highs in
the 30s. Friday lows in the upper
20s to lower 30s.

Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with rainshowers and further south
isolated snow showers. Highs in the
lower 30 to lower 40s. Friday lows
in the mid-20s to lower 30s.

Hungary: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
upper 20s. Friday lows in the upper

ens.

Northern Italy: Partly cloudy. Highs
in the upper 40s to lower 50s. Friday
lows in the mid-20s to mid-30s,

Southern taly: Partly cloudy. Highs
in the 50s. Friday lows in the 30s.
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} 20s. Friday lows in the upper single
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Check our Relocation Guide

Realtors at your new station.
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AFN's Web

in.dodmedia.
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Humphrey Bogart exuded the word “cool” as Rick Blaine in the 1942 hit “Casablanca.” Bogart appeared in 85 films and
was nominated three times for the best actor Academy Award, winning for “The African Queen” in 1951. He died in 1957.

The kings of movie cool

When it comes to men in films,
these guys are just the right temperature

BY BARRY KOLTNOW
The Orange County Register

e cool. It's not just a movie title.

In Hollywood, being cool can be a career for an

actor. At the very least, it can be a single role that
tched in our pop-

There are cool actors who never played cool
characters. The late James Dean was the epitome of cool in
the 1950s. But there are no cool characters in his abbreviat-
ed resume. Johnny Depp is the coolest guy in town right
now. Sorry, no cool

The criteria for making the list was entirely subjective.
It's a little difficult to describe what constitutes a cool char-
acter, despite being a Hollywood staple. It's certainly not
Albert Brooks in “Broadcast News.” Sweating through
your shirt is not a sign of cool.

Woody Allen’s Alvy Singer from “Annie Hall” also didn’t
make the list. A cool character is not afraid of lobsters.

A cool character has to exhibit a strong measure of con-
trol. People trust him and expect him to know what to do in
any situation. He doesn’t lose his cool when the chips are
down. He is usually attractive to the opposite sex and is ad-

mired by other men.

And yet, John Tra-
volta has a plethora of
cool roles in his portfo-
e started out cool
in “Saturday Night
Fever,” continued
being cool in “Grease”
and even found cool in
middle age with the
role of well-dressed
loan shark Chili Palm-
er in “Get Shorty.” He
reprises the role in the
sequel  “ ool,

10 favorite cool male movie characters

1. Rick Blaine (Humphrey Bogart) in “Casablanca,” 1942

2. James Bond (Sean Connery) in “Goldfinger,” 1964

3. Luke (Paul Newman) in “Cool Hand Luke,” 1967

4. Rhett Butler (Clark Gable) in “Gone With the Wind,” 1939

5. John Robie (Cary Grant) in “To Catch a Thief,” 1955

7. Rocky Sullivan (James Cagney) in “Angels With Dirty Faces,” 1938
8. Capt. Virgil Hilts (Steve McQueen) in “The Great Escape,” 1963

9. Johnny Strabler (Marlon Brando) in “The Wild One,” 1954 no
10. Morpheus (Laurence Fishburne) in “The Matrix,” 1999

He certainly can be
less-than-heroic. This
is not about heroes.
John Wayne didn’t
make the list. This is
not about romantic
leading men.

Don’t look for Rob-
ert Redford. This is
not about dancing —
Fred Astaire or
Gene Kelly. This is
not about elegance, so
don’t expect Gregory
Peck or Morgan Free-

— The Orange County Register

whlch finished in sec-
ond place during its opening in U.S. theaters.

Travolta’s thoughtful but tough Palmer got us thinking
about cool guys in movies. Sure, there have been cool fe-
male roles — played by the likes of Mae West, Barbara
Stanwyck, Bette Davis and Katharine Hepburn — but they
will have to wait for another story.

This story deals with manly men, and the coolness that
engulfs them.

Cool is a characteristic that we can t always define, but
we recognize it as soon as we see it.

You'll probably notice that the current crop of young
male stars is under-represented on the list. Don’t shoot the
messenger. It’s not our fault if the characters they portray
lack the all-important cool factor.

Once again, this is not about cool actors. This is about
cool characters.

Snider to attend school talent show

Dee Snider will go just about anywhere to defend the
right to rock.

Snider, frontman for Twisted Sis-
ter, whose 1984 hit “We're Not
Gonna Take It” salutes teen rebel-
lion, says he’ll attend Hamburg (Pa.)
Area High School’s annual talent [§
show next month when students
plug in their amplifiers and let loose.

School administrators had threat-
ened to bar rock bands from the
show because of potential injuries
caused by moshing, a form of danc- B8
ing in which participants slam into
each other.

Snider, now a disc jockey at Philadelphia rock station
WMMR-FM, heard about the controversy and ranted on
air about it. School officials eventually backed down, and
Snider helped arrange for a security company to work
the show.

Snider

Costas to receive award

Bob Costas will receive the Dick Schaap Award for Ex-
cellence in Sports Journalism at a
dinner on April 11.

The award is presented annually
by the Nassau County Sports Com-
mission in Manhasset, N.Y.

Costas, a 16-time Emmy winner
and veteran of NBC, has hosted six
Olympics, the World Series, NBA fi-
nals and the Super Bowl. The award
was established in 2002 in memory
of Dick Schaap, a journalist and
broadcaster.

Custa: is the host of HBO’s “On

e Record With Bob Costas” and
co-host of “Inside the NFL

Costas

Supermodel’s tale of tsunami survival

Petra Nemcova talks about her harrowing experience
and the death of her boyfriend, Simon Atlee, in the pound-
ing waters of the South Asian tsunami, in an interview to
air on ABC.

“There are lots of things which I
would love to tell him, but in some
way, I also feel that I lost the person
closest to me,” the 25-year-old super- [
model tells Diane Sawyer on “Prime-
time Live,” which was slated to air
on Wednesday in the States. “And I
got a second chance to live. So in a
way I feel that I live for both of us ...
and I will do my best.”

Nemcova and Atlee, a 33-year-old
British fashion photographer, were
vacationing at the resort of Phuket in
Thailand when the waves swept through their beach hut
on Dec. 26. Nemcova was pulled away from Atlee and
eventually clung to a palm tree for nearly eight hours be-
fore being rescued. Atlee’s body was identified March 3
by officials in Thailand.

Nemcova

Keith, Jackson, McGraw to headline fest

Toby Keith, Alan Jackson and Tim McGraw are the big
stars at this year’s WE Fest country music festival near
Detroit Lakes in northwest Minnesota.

Keith  will
headline  the
first day of con-

certs on Aug. 4.
Others on the
first day’s bill
include Big &
Rich, The Char-
lie Daniels
PP/ Band and SHe-
DAISY.

Jackson per-
forms Aug. 5.
Other perform-
ers that day include Sara Evans, Sawyer Brown, Joe
Nichols, Emerson Drive and The Wrights.

McGraw closes the festival on Aug. 6. He’ll be joined
by “Redneck Woman” singer Gretchen Wilson, Dierks
Bentley, Trick Pony and Shelly Fairchild.

Ticket prices range from $100 to $500.

Keith

Stories and photos from The Asssociated Press
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Female Gls, lete the look

Does wearing a uniform mean that a fe-
male is less than a woman?

There are many professions in which
women have to wear uniforms, such as
the military, police force, fire depart-
ment, some construction sites, the postal
and medical fields, and the list goes on.
However, because these women wear
uniforms, does that make them less of
woman? The answer is no.

Therefore, why is it that many of our
US. Army female soldiers, compared
with all the other branches of services,
have to look so beat down?

Females, take pride in your appear-
ance. We understand that, because of
your line of work, many of you may not
see the need to spend much time in front
of a mirror. However, make time, even if
you have to sacrifice getting up five or 10
minutes earlier. You deserve that time. A
woman — regardless if she’s heterosexu-
al, homosexual or bisexual — who takes
time out for herself feels better about her-
self — and it will show.

Regardless of what others may say dif-
ferently about her, she can still walk with
her head held high. She doesn’t need any-
one to validate her, because she knows
who she is, and, no question about it, she
knows where she’s going.

So, to my female soldiers, take a stand,
let your God-given beauty shine, because
you are Mother Earth and you are beauti-
ful.

Sgt. Yolanda Jones
Taji, Iraq
Army limits job options

As I read “The sting of being over-
looked” (article, Feb. 25), I realized how
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many are working here in
the Middle East.

Hundreds of contractors have “volun-
teered” to take on the task the military
has taken away from troops. Makes me
wonder if we really do have a second
Army.

These contractors who come in put
their lives on the line willingly, but are
paid handsomely. I am not saying they do
not deserve a special memorial. They are
working for the government and are,
without a doubt, doing a great job.

1 guess my beef is not with the contrac-
tors, but with the military itself. Many
jobs are now going to civilian employ-
ment. How do you expect recruiting lev-
els to go up when the only occupations
left are all infantry?

‘The reason the Army had a rising num-
ber in recrui for years was the vast
amount of jobs available. It made it easi-
er for someone to pick up a skill and use
it when they were done with their mili-
tary career.

Now they are taking that privilege
away. What does a $15,000 re-enlistment

Dooneshury

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

bonus mean to me when I can make
$130,000 a year working as a contractor
overseas? I am going overseas no matter
what. Why don’t I do it willingly and
make some cash? I think the government
needs to rethink what it is doing.

My heart goes out to Roberta Stramiel-
lo, and the many other families who have
lost loved ones in this war. This is not to
bash contractors. It is to wake up the gov-
ernment. Life is too precious to take for
granted.

Sgt. Jason Reyes
Camp Arifian, Kuwait

Deserving Gls not rewarded

What does a soldier have to do to re-
ceive an award that is well-deserved
around here?

Nowhere in regulations can I find
where rank is a factor in the awards pro-
cess. The last time I checked, it wasn’'t
the senior enlisted and officers doing all
the work around here. I'm not taking
credit away from what they do, but I be-
lieve that the soldier (lower enlisted) i
what keeps this Army going. So why are
their actions in combat and the awards
they receive so frequently overlooked or
downgraded?

Meanwhile, the pressures of re-enlist-
ment are so frequently stressed. Why
would a soldier want to stay in a branch
of military service that doesn’t give cred-
it where credit is due? How, as leaders,
are we supposed to sit back and watch
our soldiers get passed over for meritori-
ous actions and slam them for having
their hands in their pockets? It seems to
me that achievement is frequently over-
looked while the slightest mistake is not.

1 might sound like a disgruntled em-
ployee but, trust me, I am not. I am just
saying what few have the intestinal forti-
tude to. T have watched soldiers in my
task force get overlooked for very coura-
geous actions while forward operating

base dwellers go back to the States look-
ing like war heroes. All the while, if we
have problems meeting set standards, we
lower those standards to keep the num-
bers up.
Can someone tell me how this is sup-
posed to work?
Sgt. Justin Chestnut
Baghdad

Poor treatment, fewer re-ups

There seems to be something in the
news daily about recruiters not making
their enlistment goals and “reasons” for
the decline, then comes the March 4 arti-
cle regarding a 41 percent drop in black
enlistments (“Study shows Army’s black
enlistments drop”). As a retired Army
master sergeant, I retired earlier than I
intended because of the politicalization
of the military. My question i y is no
one willing to face the real facts concern-
ing the recruitment problems?

You have a group of pencil-pushing pol-
iticians at the Pentagon pretending to be
officers. These make-believes, like elect-
ed politicians, are scared to death of the
press and what a few vocal society re-
jects think of them. Men and women are
sent into combat to do a job, then their su-
periors can’t wait to throw them in jail or
administer some sort of punishment
when they rotate back to the States. Peo-
ple are getting tired of this crap and are
no longer going to place themselves in
this position.

I can see them reinstituting the draft to
meet the needs of the services. I can also
see mass refusal to report when drafted;
after all, you only have room in jail for so
many people and, with the attitude of
many of today’s judges, they would more
than likely be released.

The bottom line is, until there is a
house cleaning and change in attitudes at
the upper levels of the chain of com-
mand, recruiting will become an
ever-growing problem.

Army Master Sgt. Roy D. King (retired)

Rogersville, Tenn.

Stripes is reminder of home

1 just wanted to thank [Stripes report-
ers and editors] for a wonderful newspa-
per. It reminds me of home, especially
with the bits of information from around
the States. Every time there’s a paper
around, I grab it. You have a way of keep-
ing people wanting more.
Thank you again for making home
seem just a little closer.
Mary Butler
Camp Anaconda, Kuwait

Correction

In the March 8 edition, the writer of the
letter “ ‘Close But no Cigars’ badge,” 1st
Sgt. Robert C. Dedic, was listed as writing
from Kuwait. He is, in fact, serving in
Baghdad.

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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OPINION

No longer business as usual in Arab world

The Chicago Tribune

ho on Earth wants to be known
as the last foe of freedom? Not
Crown Prince Abdullah of
Saudi Arabia, who last Thurs-
day joined a chorus of leaders telling Syrian
President Bashar Assad to end his nation’s
three-decade occupation of Lebanon.

Not Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak,
who abruptly announced plans to hold the
first free, multiparty election in his coun-
try’s history.

Not President Mahmoud Abbas, whose
path to Palestinian independence is now
blocked less by Israel than by peace-averse
militant groups such as Islamic Jihad and
Hamas.

And certainly not the brave peoples of Af-
ghanistan, of Georgia, of Ukraine, of Iraq,
who have raised loud their voices for free-
dom, often at peril to their lives. Each day,
new tremors signal populist demands in
lands where freedom has not thrived. This
is, then, one of those explu:we ‘moments
when history is written not in books, but
screaming headlines.

Now it is Lebanon’s turn, with citizens by
the millions heralding a “cedar revolution.”
Is it possible that Iran, with its repressive
and unpopular mullahs, could be next? And
in sclerotic Syria, who today would buy
Assad futures? That, of course, is the dilem-
ma dictators face in these moments of tu-
mult: When history lurches, where will it
next land? For that matter, why does it
lurch? Why is this happening now?

The prophet pro tem of the world’s spread-
ing freedom movement is Walid Jumblatt,
the influential patriarch of Druze Muslims
in Lebanon. He has long been a critic of the
United States and Israel, but of late has been
athorn to the occupying Syrians.

Since he spoke to a Washington Post col-
umnist on Feb. 23, his assessment — heresy
to many listeners — has resonated around
the globe: “It's strange for me to say it, but
this process of change has started because
of the American invasion of Iraq. I was cyni-
cal about Iraq. But when I saw the Iraqi peo-
ple voting three weeks ago, 8 million of
them, it was the start of a new Arab world.
The Syrian people, the Egyptian people, all
say that something is changing. The Berlin
Wall has fallen. We can see it.”

On the same evening Jumblatt spoke, a
hitherto unthinkable headline — it, too, con-
tinues to ripple around the world — erupted
on the Web site of the German newsmaga-
zine Der Spiegel: “Could George W. Bush be
right?”

Beneath that radical thought, writer Claus
Christian Malzahn likened Bush’s then pend-
ing visit to Germany to President Ronald Re-
agan standing before the Brandenburg Gate
in 1987: “Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this
wall.”

In January, setting the tone of his second
term, Bush had told reporters: “I believe de-
mocracy can take hold in parts of the world
that have been condemned to tyranny. And I
believe when democracies take hold, it leads
to peace.”

The response in Der Spiegel: “Bush’s idea
of a Middle Eastern democracy imported at
the tip of a bayonet is, for (German liberals),
the hysterical offspring of the American
neo-cons. Even German conservatives find
the idea that Arabic countries could trans-
form themselves into enlightened democra-
cies somewhat absurd. ... Europeans today
— just like the Europeans of 1987 — cannot
imagine that the world might change. ... We
Europeans always want to have the world
from yesterday, whereas the Americans
strive for the world of tomorrow.”

In a follow-up article, Der Spiegel asked,
“How quickly can the virus of democracy
spread?”

That is the question for other despots as
they contemplate the likely fate of Saddam
Hussein. They're trapped in their own spi-
der holes. No longer can they survive solely
by stoking public hatred of the Great Satan.
As citizens who witness democracy in neigh-
boring Iraq and upheaval in Lebanon ask,
“Why not us?” the enemy of the tyrant be-
comes not so much the United States, but the
aspirations of his own people.

No movement has only one catalyst: Pales-

S
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tinians, for example, needed to be free of
Yasser Arafat before independence could
emerge as an option. But Washington’s mus-
cular diplomacy unarguably is playing a cru-
cial role throughout the Mideast. For one re-
pressive regime after another, the sight of
American soldiers at long last enforcing
United Nations resolutions — and bestowing
democracy on a subjugated people — surely
must concentrate the mind.

History written in headlines can reverse
course just as fast. We are a long way from
knowing whether the still unfinished libera-
tion of Iraq helps transform a troubled re-
gion. But for the foes of freedom, the Mid-
east must feel like a suddenly smaller place.

Bush’s designs on veterans benefits fail inspection

eapons America needs to de-
fend itself in the future will
have to be slashed. Incentives
for young people to join the vol-
unteer military are in jeopardy even as U.S.

. forces are  being
Myriam Marquez strained in Afghani-
——— stanandIrag.

And it’s all the fault
of military veterans
and even their widows.

That's what David
Chu, the Pentagon’s un-
dersecretary for per-
sonnel and readiness,
says about increases in
veterans benefits that
approved

“The amounts have
gotten to the point where they are hurtful.
They are taking away from the nation’s abili-
ty to defend itself,” Chu told The Wall Street
Journal recently.

Chu’s remarks became the Pentagon’s
shot heard around the blogosphere. Vets
aren’t going down without a fight.

‘The Pentagon estimates increases in bene-
fits, some approved by Congress during the
Clinton administration, will cost $100 billion
more in the next six years. But whose fault is
that? Those benefits were promised long
ago. Then the government tried to wiggle
out of its obligation. After veterans groups, a
powerful voting bloc, forced the issue, both
Republicans and Democrats came to the res-
cue — despite the Bush administration’s at-
tempts to nickel-and-dime vets.

You don’t take on the Greatest Generation
without paying a political price. But Presi-
dent Bush, having won a second term to of-
fice with strong support from veterans, has
nothing to lose. Forget veterans benefits —

Bush’s priority remains tax cuts. He wants
tax cuts that disproportionately help the rich-
est Americans, reasoning they will create
more jobs and strengthen the economy.

Except too many of those jobs are going to
India, China and so forth. Not just grunt
work, but technical jobs, too, that pay well.

Thomas H. Corey, national president of
Vietnam Veterans of America, fired his own
volley back at the Bush administration after
it released the latest veterans budget propos-
al, which would require that certain veter-
ans pay more for their health care. “The
president is mistaken if he believes that 58
percent of veterans voted for the
Bush-Cheney ticket last year to give his ad-
ministration a mandate to cut funds for vet-
erans,” Corey said. “If he believes that veter-
ans voted to restrict access to health care, he
needs to reassess his position.”

Hey, tell that to the Swift Boat boys who
sought to besmirch Sen. John Kerry's mili-
tary service during the presidential cam-
paign.

Several veterans groups, including the
Disabled American Veterans, AMVETS, the
Paralyzed Veterans of America and Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars have put together their
own budget proposal. They figure the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs needs $31.2 bil-
lion for medical care.

The administration is proposing $27.8 bil-
lion — a less than one-half percent increase.
Adjusted for inflation, Bush’s plan amounts
toacut.

Bush wants to increase vets' medical-in-
surance enrollment to $250 a year, raise pre-
scription copayments and restrict certain
care. This would drive 213,000 vets, many al-
ready on tight retirement budgets, away

from the VA medical system, the veterans
groups estimate.

Long-term care would be gutted under
the Bush plan, too, serving 27 percent fewer
vets in 2006 than in 1998.

Pitting military retirees and vets against
those who are serving today is a sideshow
that hides the main event — the true reasons
for the federal budget crunch. Exploding an-
nual deficits have more to do with Bush’s
penchant for over-the-top tax cuts than
long-overdue benefits for those who risked
their lives to defend this country during two
world wars, Korea, Vietnam, and all the
other military operations to this day. Veter-
ans’ benefits don’t deserve to be on the chop-
ping block.

Myriam Marquez is an editorial page
columnist for The Orlando (Fla.) Sentinel.

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Horoscope

The new moon in Pisces brings
extraordinary powers of vulnerability.
But wait — how can vulnerability be
a“power”? It takes a strong
person to let down the
guard and allow the world to
imprint its message. Before
you use the new-moon
energy to embark on your
new goal, relationship or
project, take a moment to
fisten to the whispering
wind.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(March 10). You follow
through until you get what
you want! Leaming how to
conquer procrastination
changes your year's complexion.
The late spring shows you to be so
attractive you'll need to guard your
private time or it gets snatched up.
Singles will date someone very
special. Start new projects in June.
Your best signs for love are Capri-
com and Virgo.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You're in a dream state, fantasizing
about the impossible — an insanely
high target. You may as well believe
you can do it. Your sign mate, Thom-
ton Wilder, said, *Hope, like faith
is nothing if it is not ridiculous.”

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
You're getting the info you need to
be a more efficient judge of charac-
ter. You can look into your own
future and see how a relationship
will go. Hint: Someone who e-mails
you constantly has too much time
on his or her hands.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Those close to you rely heavily on
your abilities. Share the burden. You
have terrific luck attracting just the
person for the job, which makes this
the perfect time to find a reliable
mechanic, a kind dentist and a
dependable baby sitter.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
While it's noble to take one for the
team, it's stupid to take two, three or
four for the team. If you feel like
you've been beaten up on the play-
ground of life, it's an excellent day to
stand up to the bully.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Vibes
are hot for getting into tiptop shape.
Work it — you'll have fun, too. Wam-
ing: Be wary of a relationship that

4

Holiday

involves not only the object of your
affection but also an ever-present
mother figure.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Expectations are rising. You look
around at the people close to you
and wonder, “What have you done

. forme lately?" Is it so
Mathis  wrong to want a love who
can bring home the
bacon and fry it up in a
pan?

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Anticipa-
tion can be exhilarating
for a short while, but if it
goes on longer, it's practi-
cally coma-inducing.
When you find yourself
waiting and waiting,
repeat this mantra: “l am
a self-empowered, radiant jewel.”

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
You're moving into a new chapter.
Atthe end of the day, evaluate your
experiences to leam as much as
you can, appreciate the gifts ac-
quired and move on. Tomorrow,
literally get up on the other side of
the bed.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Socially, you're hot — of
course. Who doesn't like being
around someone who embraces it
all — the funny, the embarrassing,
the romantic and all those other
experiences that make your days
interesting?

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Your special project is the
focus. Work harder to convince the
money people that yours is the one
to back. This process will teach you
much about your level of commit-
ment and how strong you are in
your convictions.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Respect, not money, is the issue,
though they get tangled into one
another. For family harmony, sched-
ule personal alone time, and then,
keep the appointment. When you're
happy with you, others give you
golden treatment.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
The late nights are starting to catch
up to you. If you can barely keep
your eyes open at work, you're not
the only one. Grab a colleague, and
take a walk to the coffee stand down
the block. The gossip you leam is
enlightening.
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword
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2 |3 6 |7

3
§ Across 55 Optimistic 23 Stamina
n:‘ 1 Sullen visage 56 Individuals gg 'Spre sq\’Javis .
A 5 E-mail chaff crooge's shou
g 9 Shriver of tennis Down 26 — Park, Minn.
-] 12 Lhasa — 1 Fido’s feet 27 Fairy-tale word
|F YOUR CAREER DEPENDS ON BUT THERE'S 13 Mexican money 2 g;\mc:r:\ gg FD‘;:
My BEING IN THE MOVIE, HONEY... INOTHER 616 14 Perry Mason's ! P
THeN I IN org 3 — friendly 35 Galena, for one
15 Homework time 4 Game pieces 37 Greek lyric poet
5 “Wheel of 39 Latticework
= 17 Triumphed .
s 18 Use an answering Fortune” option shelter
% !‘}“‘ /,‘!é,f machine 6 Cribbage scorer 40 Long March
5 B "i(;" 19 Boredom 7 Blond shade leader
= LY 21 “Paeg 8 “Psycho” setting 41 Wear out
2 %" ‘ b :fed o 9 Lender's business 42 Hodgepodge
» =2 gp oo 10 “— Ben Adhem” 43 Part of Muffet's
A e Mame 11 “— Feel Like a diet
ame” singer Woman” 44 Dr. Seuss's
Shirley 16 Avant-garde “If — the Zoo"
24 Undergoes (Pref.) 45 Ersatz swing
recession 20 Little louse 46 Desserts
27 Island 22 49 Altar
© musicmaker with “out” 50 One of the family
2 . 28 Melt
g § 31 Scratch Answer to Previous Puzzle
2 H 32 Glutton
[ i 33 Praiseful piece AlQJu]A
. 4 34 “Scat, gnat!” D[U[N[N
HAVE YOU EVER % AND GREAT MINDS ¢ 1 STARTED GETTING 36 Switch positions RIEITIE
NOTICED THAT THE - DONT THINK ALIKE. } SUSPICIOUS WHEN I 37 Lady Macbeth's
THINGS THAT DON'T g| IF THEY DID, THE Fl CRIED OVER SPILT Yy E[N[O[W
KILL YOU MAKE YOU E| PATENT OFFICE WOULD e Métél; ’}:"DOI?EMSA?}?\EER problem
WEAKER? % ONLY HAVE ABOUT T
LEAKER Bl Ty TNVENTIONS. 38 Sumatra simian N|C -
. 40 Barker or Bell P AlH
. 3 i; g\:ho\son role P L[E
s 47 Every iota DIEIN L il
£ 48 Diocese s
a 51 Home improve- NNEE
Y oaopy s dome? ment initials Als[A[Y
FROM WORK, 52 Garfield's pal TTsTETE
MAMA/ 53 Aesopian also-ran [ TGTRTD
54 Long time
3-10 CRYPTOQUIP
MFUO XBY MOFDJ SMFS SMO
CALAHHH 11 [rev——————— UFKJFGH JOHSDBXOIJ DBFJ
1CANT STAND OF woU!
THE BOREPOM! HQTKH, NYGGQKT BYS FGG
(o]
S SMO HSBNH?
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THE NUN ASKED TO
LEAVE THE CONVENT, BUT SHE FOUND IT
DIFFICULT TO SHAKE THE HABIT.
Today’s Cryptoquip Cluc: S cquals T
e TR 310
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Scheming sister should be watched

Dear Abby: My mother died
last year. My 93-year-old father
now lives with my sister “Lila” in
her apartment back east. I have
four brothers and another sister
who reside in the same state.

1live in Arizona. Although I'd
love for Dad to live here with me,
he doesn’t want to put
such a great distance Dear
between himself and the
rest of the family.

Dad gets $3,000 a
month from Social Securi-
ty. Since Lila doesn’t
work, she decided that
she should be the one to
take care of our father.
All of us agreed that she
should take Dad’s Social
Security check and use it
for his care. Dad also has
about $400,000 put away
that is to be split among his chil-
dren when he passes away.

Recently, Lila took $21,000 of
our father’s money, claiming it
was a “gift” so she can purchase
a co-op. (Dad would buy it; her
name would be on the deed.)
Someone, I'm not sure who,
called Dad’s lawyer and reported

the withdrawal. The lawyer met
with Lila and my brother “Her-
sch,” who has our father’s power
of attorney. The lawyer told Lila
she can either pay back the
$21,000 or it’ll be deducted from
her inheritance. The lawyer then
put Dad’s money into a trust
fund so it cannot be
touched.

Now that she can’t
have the money as a
gift, Lila is very angry
and refuses to let any-
one speak to Daddy on
the phone.

Besides retaliating
against us, it is also
punishing Dad. Be-
cause I live across the
country, the phone is
my only means of com-
munication with him.

’m at my wit's end.

Is there anything I can do?

— Help! in Arizona

Dear Help!: There sure is. Pick
up the phone and discuss this
with your siblings and your fa-
ther’s lawyer.

If your brothers and sisters do
not live close enough to check
regularly on Dad’s welfare, it

Dear Abby

Steer clear of deceitful

Dear Annie: My
law, “Diane,

Annie’s

Diane trusts me and
knows I am telling the

Mailbox

recenlly started a <m311
business, and my moth-
er-in-law, “Annette,” has
been helping her.

They agreed to split the
profits. Business was slow
at first, and there were no
profits after the bills were
paid. Annette complained
to everyone who would
listen that she wasn’t
making any money.

One day, Annette con-
fessed to me that if a customer
pays in cash, she just pockets it. T
was appalled, but my husband
said to keep quiet. Six weeks later,
Diane called me, frantic, because
money and inventory were miss-
ing. She asked for my help, and I
told her what I knew about An-
nette. Diane was horrified and
furious.

Three weeks ago, when the
books were off again, Diane con-
fronted her mother, who then said
all kinds of vicious things about
me. In retaliation, I spilled the
beans to Diane about the nasty
things Annette had said about her
— and there were plenty.

truth. Annette is taking
her anger out on the
grandchildren, and
badmouthing my hus-
band and me to whoev-
er will listen.

My mother-in-law has
along history of lying
and rotten behavior, but
everyone writes it off as
a personality disorder. I
cannot fathom stealing
from my own child and
am outraged by her subsequent
hostility. Should I confront her?

— And You Think
Your Mother-in-Law Is Bad?

Dear AYTYMILIB: What are
you hoping to accomplish? An-
nette sounds as if she isn't play-
ing with a full deck, and unless
she is willing to seek professional
help to readjust her behavior,
nothing will change.

You do not have to maintain
contact if she is mean to your
children, but please don’t add
fuel to the fire. Let your husband
deal with his mother as he wish-
es, but you should steer clear.

may be necessary to hire a social
worker or care manager, or
i

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
M L by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion
Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

2 minutes for
rehuﬂal sir

move him to an ass
facility. Please don’t wait.

Dear Abby: 1 am in seventh
grade and I have a problem.

Everyone refers to me as
“Roy’s” little sister. Roy is good at
sports and is popular. T am not —
50 N0 one remembers my name.

I want to be called by my
name, but my brother’s friends
always seem to forget it. I hang
out with Roy a lot, and I don’t
want to be called that anymore
— but I don’t know how to say it.
Any suggestions?

I ble in Greenfield, Ind.

e: Ask your broth-
erto help by remmdmg his
friends thaf you have a name
when they refer to you as his little
sister. If it happens in front of you,
speak up and say, “My name is (
).” It may take some time, but
eventually they'll catch on.
Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at

ttp://Www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

mom-in-law

Dear Annie: 1 am in my early
50s, and my boyfriend, “Wallace,”
is 10 years younger. We've been
together for two years. Wallace
seems to suffer from low self-es-
teem. Every time I compliment
him, he has trouble accepting my
words. Last night, I told him he
had beautiful eyes, and he replied,
“No, I don’t.”

This happens every time I com-
ment positively about him. I love
him very much, and it frustrates
me that he questions my sincerity.

— New Jersey

Dear N.J.: Wallace isn't ques-
tioning your sincerity. He simply
doesn’t know how to receive a
compliment. So teach him. Next
time you compliment him and he
responds negatively, look him in
the eye and say, “Wallace, I want
you to say only the words 'thank
You.’ Try'it.” It might take some.
practice and many reminders,
but this can work.

Annie's Mailbox is written by Kath‘/

cate, 5777 W. Century Bivd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 900:
Eremors Syndicate
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Dennis the Menace
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NEMDIP HE DIDNT TAKE

SIDES IN THE

DEBATE BECAUSE
HE WAS A--~

Wi TR Com

Now arrange the circled letters

DIMPIL
1o form the surprise answer, as

[ [J [ j by the above cartoon
11720 20 720 20 2 J
000000
N A A A A

(Answers tomorrow)
COVEY GULLET  YEARLY
What it took to sandbag the town against the
fising river - A LEVEE LEVY

Jumbles: RAVEN

Yesterday's
Answer:

Family Circus

©2005 Bl Keane, Inc
Dist. by King Features Syrd
wyiw familycircus.com

“The day | took Kittycat to school
when she was a kitten, | had the
most friends everl”
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BMW 316192, black, pwr-vind, | BMW 880 G103, USsnnc V12 | dous. Iegratod Front and Reat | Q80 GRS ol 240-2715 060 - | eem—— G 530 Jierta 00 SE US SPE5) | Goooa 77 414 n h
Automoliy 140 | ERSS a8 R e BT ST | Gl et e, T8 o oo | BuseslansiiVs 168 Bt
utomotive 32,800 OBO. call 0174-6113053 | $25k obo, call 01733974895 Lires, $9.5000b0, 5206-12615 Mode\) Liquid Aluminum wiblk | s | BMW X5 white, sand il
ETROEN e e AT ] [ L L poee—— A Chid Core Ofsrd 200
o $700 10 “Spoed suvool Cerival door SRjbs, | Edton, loaded_and i i SRS RnS:| RRSUSIES Sedlanocnd | ulcinale, seiong Woets i | ¢ 1o Gorman/Siowation
Used cars iom $700 to 53000 | ocks *Ch SHreS. ep, Guaren e‘:cenem ol S5 ondton Wit st "o 8 | o T s e e, | AMETAOETHEE el o | power £ hardor” o | English/ German/Stowakien
PR5538e02" g 6o 1757080 bl M| T (up % e 888 'CHl R e A ikl 017624220266 or 42016 _ | foof, ruober mats, lner auto | Speeking, Nag, mE
S13,30 ol | g i 2. | Mercedes-Benz_Hymer-Mobil | §37:500 080 07031 763-147. area. call 017
" i domators, ) e 1a smm' RV1995, fully loaded, diesel. 4 |\ "o Lo e coven Experienced Nanny and_Pet
Automotive 1Mo |oue ZZ%SS&",E;G&W'@L mm" cim ORFSSERTIRY, | S0 aUS- sliops & conte et | Lo e e o i | st for esbaden ara, oxcel
il e R D, T | 16" bt St | ilrncs O 055300
gﬁ;ﬂn m;;mzxgg“gns Siver ana " moun © $16.500 sigal | 200, cal 03621948100 | Euporenced Nanny _Engisn
B 52 080w . o | B850 o8, SR | o[ G500 HIES) | (o) arnan speaking, exee Feeren-
alery. ih mmaintained, runs ﬂmed indons,. xénon’ gt & 48:952-218 " 07|Range Rover 4xé 1988 ddr s call 0171-3500073
Glarenieed to pass thspection: | §oed, manual,'35L V6 255HE, Orro716300 wilh Kenwood cd- player, 9000 | Neag dependable chideare?
Guarsieee, o gass (operiar | Baumnadar . ares, S17.600 = Tunning cong, just passed - | Neod dependable chideare
e 500 R Chew Tega 7| ring Uvoout nammy accopts i of
wwwamccarsales com Eitetios = " ¥ B T 8, R |l S o o | S e T o
- . s & g‘m.mm%:aamm iz T
i 2004 Gepd automat-

o, only 2K mies, shvol .
prem and sport pkgs, xenon.
pakgst, most " opins, ‘PER:

(70527 750

Ioaded,
eyce“enl cond g0k ml\eﬁ e
OiradsiErer

Wanted
200000 u
927760

S el e ook

e —— =r |8

A0 DN 308 7676 evening
B

NISSAN 3002
Loaced, Bos
siéreoOne o
85500 s
cail 016053

90 27 tubo
e ]
I Srncu farts $300'located

i ey or mant
e B 25088 O es

‘Opel Ascona1988 500.00 guar-
anteed 0 pass nspecon. must
see o appre Cail
Sisvosinas

Astra 01 Convertble,
m\mgsrs\l ber, 161, 58K km. &
5pd. 100 he: cdickianger. loa
& eurg 13500 or $ 781000, cal

us spocs! ox O oo, &
cnﬂd qalaqe et spar e
e. orient bive, no
s o1 somonas! most seg)
23,000 obo kitzingen area. call
10b 01756-490-

o,
Phymauth
i

stored, Exta

B 25 1881 o 1806

iro " Specs
Eocil oo s
SBi0aETsH orOigzroigeo

BUW 5281 2000 oxceen cond-
tion,_us_specs, miles,

Opel Astra 02 Station Wagon,
T, a7 ook €.

fmale Goqic, o

worc
Ralph

Remgte Geniral
Power Wit
o g e

cking _Syste,
Bone, Fnle?valed Fr
Fog Fui

s dolars o loss. PH

Classic Autos

18U epaine 4 spe
o
S 1, 65181

ik,

m
v, Teds. e

oBSEiSate

oyela_Tacoma x4 2005
" al ot 26000 “obo
i 0357 155» it iz
st cellent
aono i, faced, Sommast
3K e, $9500 obo. call
ais1'9511854
JEEP Grand Chercice 1997
e specs. 10K encel
8, atho rans, loaed, car
e e 7506, Al
oLt 7e8 msg
Grand Cherokee LTD

7 passenger for

Child Care Wanted 300

Wanted Responsible and m:
e babyeiter for wol Banaved
S Baumildr
Tty o o
790 per v i proof of ACS
or cetfcaton Cal
G6783-1692155.6

160

X822, T
SeBlndesn At
i A‘“Em"ssnwu
%mE BN

Nanny_ wanted for
e u\d chid, Enolsh pesl
ing, roferrod,  call
Oi¥a-7044421 br 0611-4200406

Computers 360

N Modem build by AGFEQ
sale. $100.00 call Matt
01702176774

“Mini
a tranem
resiored,

63455

yeliow:

55 Canvert
V2 B,
Recas Re:

Pans $3550 cai
571 16704

Toreia ot ot e Sk
oxcolont “Gond, " $15985 “ong
all 08320088527

Computers 360

DSt
for

et

ot 02418

Tios So st
Opel pr

Braniuth sposs package.
Ged, dealer mainiained,
firm. **06301-718-198
4847852

Msln amed
"obo, b

8 2
i, e € s&n

oarames

Sh MW R1z00C

o5, 1100
Roar

FMC Faber

- davegraydimc-achwainfuride Tl WORND
mmmnuu—m 10857) 862 38 17 Bambery. foaded

Chevy Corvette 2001 ext. red.
i Bk lthr, 14500 miles
auiomal

 (0931) 784 32 47 Wierburg, Ymoum szeze 5000
RdnaSs00 v

Rew headgaskt CD Player, aif

Concion. "-andmere. ! Goo

Eanatan: Call of1G04aEs. |

er o
ide"
J472-31%6

“Seioct
06131

VOLYO CARS MILITARY SALES. (T'S A GREAT DEAL newires: rod.

Motorcycles 164

viseek
Ea)

$UZUQ, Bandit a0 se, US

bo. Call 01762738644,

Ahid

03 Cruiser, US
i 106660
Gall Chis

Tl _—
0% BODHIshTech.&m
Yinance?

CUSTOM COMPUTERS

& Gynoet . $3000
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700 2832 2255
www.goarmypc.com

510

Antaue, Oek Drop Leat Table

Furniture

offer. Tel: 06188-1621

For_sale: 6 Bob_Timberiake
wo with

06224147720, Heidelberg For
salo'5 ld Fronh wecd Shait
with leather ‘Seals. 125 ou

Cal 06324147720, Hedelberg

for sale, massive, solid oak.

fumiture-for sale-oak wardrobes

for sale-now-§275°3 ft wide x2 ft

P x 6t high-phons.0173-
275

36718275655

Household ltems 560

Washer and dryer, 220 volt ike
privately In post
on\y T year 'oid.
00, dryer §250.00,
getner 330006, paia 0
euros. “Call
01758283084

2 beauliul brand new hand
yoven ool rugs from tuisa
50000 nots porsq. meer

per rug or 700,008 for
BB GeoTaora0n o
0179-199-427

Singo. " professionsly - working. | parmeta _aop. wi
and aivacive man 27-36 years Ea.mn; M. ,Z‘,",.", PRtay or | -
506 with pcure picase omal me | o Gardon, 1100

at sngimom @hotmail com

820

+Purchase of listed pels is at
buyors tik. Goman Doy Cub | den aried. Askng " 380000
81821

S s cal Bgsr 3aqs60

Pets

esanmonss” i | s a0
Seaers S Mooy oo
s cl Prpery nvestors. tecing tor

e any pure property in the USA! Fax [w)
Sour & owoler puppes | S eSEISE, | Sebe G
pure-bred, we deliver ‘"7
8055789226525 " Spacious_sunny apartment for
Seseraup R LA

o ang garden eet,
near highiay 66, 12 mick oast
from Hanau, call 01734244191

Bores & Fowellr, puret
0 euro. delver
e upes o

red.
o0a

| 06135 588628 Ui Mupller -
3 06125.741124 Kiaus Fries -

fomale, " three months.
06042 953854

Free 1o a carng lovng rame

e registered minaure, lons

hawed cachshunds. Bolh fre

pair as

oy have newer poon. stper

ated. ncuges. al - supphes

treats, | food, ect. . Call

Chinuahua pups with shots &
chip and ono. Jack Russell

Apartment Unfurn 856
o

0931-359-7958 or 350-3800

FRENCH POODLE MINIATURE
forisale (small-breed) 4-monhs.

e e o
Concia"tR: Ny | Fens, 2ose,
i s el geco | e s

9| Modem, spacious 3 Bedror

g

Lost mle cat panarrg are, 2 "
years old,  Biack and gray

L5ed S brown Bal. ey
information please call 0811-565

9872 Wiesbaden area pson (00 44 7977

Sesion

Apartment Furn 860

Gir2.0585500

Stutgart & (Boebingen)- Apimis
o 16 monme ey | SEUPS SO
lovel ke "kids and” oier | Sai 01738400443 "o arvat
amim, o sle leaee bl | “Suigar aparinoniG e o
Shera by 0iGgr 11080 ' | 2o S

EngletBuldog ~ puppies
d and shols, wipapers,
Il 063134277

german wardrobe -

light wood.
wemirors, 2m 70, S

obo.

Ysed. washing mahnes ana
o B gtar
S, cai 017555353235

Home Electronics 570

computer_with_extra_moritor:
color printer $300, _statonary
bicycle-$100, stereo-$50, debor-
ah0160-918.71799

sky satalte decoder wih dish.
$500.00

Military ltems 720

miltary_uniforms, new pi-sn),
new b (), dress Diuds 561,

dress greens-36r best  offer
OR3-S0, dha-7o0e
PCS Sale 780

decoders, sky recelver,
St ek usen Sa
fegh bod, e i, small ichen
appiances, orental

o itrg, - Jangarmers
and Iots more 06202 6070942

Fans 220 voll, $10.00 each,
lamp $5.00, fih tank $30.00,2
indow it air 0

ng,
o uly tne e Leigbton
Bl Wuerzburg, Avail Now,

wanted a e pot do for not
5es not. Call anytime 01753235091

‘much money. does not need (o
be pure bred, beagie  mix
cocker, or corg ETC.. hat type | perict

Gall 927.7659 Ive in weisbaden | Religious Activities 871

Shama 3 manre, e v
pers beaun'u\ rare breed, CHURGH OF CHRIST STUTT-
o]
S85ts42735 o 015 ssoSaby | ot Home Away From Homer

Tt e o oI ESEs o

message al: 0611-8138502

g Language Classes 912

. Music Lessons.

Church of Christ

Pet Grooming 824

Giant Scnauzer puppies Salt-
Srepper, wormed. wih shotshc
o pure Siitzy
S5 i, wormih

L Shots cal 01 P BioR 7T e ey

mainz-coc.org

Travel 1000
T
Normandy B&B: Visit the D-Day beaches, Mont
St. Michel, historic Bayeus and stay in the
renovated Normandy home of a retired US mili
family. Traditional charm and charncter, madem
conveniences and u truly warm welcome. Prices
from € 40.00 per person, double occupancy. Visit
wwwnighty-night net or call 0033231510320
T

L4l

il $10000"ea. Cal Ryt
0175826306

2200,
et :d’n"a 185 e
eeord peiert 3400 ofy e
FEMERE S helch

L
ST s

Religious Activities
|
[ Adventist Military Worship Services in Europe

Join us Im worship at (Pwu Koserne) Hanau,
Kosere) Kaiserslautern, (Larson Barracks)
(Tompkins aavmml

Kitzingen, Heidelberg-

moving sale. al flems must go.
)

and much, much
0160.9650-8983

more..cal

Sl fidgo $100,ransiomers

up, air conditoner $250.

& 2" Crockpor 20
blenderfiood _pr

{eak Soigh bed $750, nfant car

seat $15 pristine condiion best

offor acceptod 062026070942

gen,
Cent, ok Klm Strale 13, 60528 Frankfurt
am Main, Ger

We also worship at Aviano AFB Ialy.

For times and contacts call,
Chaplain Dale Forrester:
Te

S:FANRSVSNTR\PES

[T

ey s

v\uu\ln,emiﬂ .w..-.»
st BB e

Dswseai7s
it s stipeidd

1L

Wwanted -ain decoder and satel-
lie dot 06202:027.9550" .
01610-103-1750 c

ies|
Lorele Fing 25 B\ble Stuay

100 AWM. Fof info contact
Bm Weger - 06105277514

- | Services Offered

STRESS-FREE
to your
vacation with...

952

0611-949-0786

House Unfurnished 878

s
bR || e T

G815t s ane il | | We drive you from

your Home directly
to the Airport!
No Shuttlebus!

No Waiting!

Schwetzngen. dwon. 1o new
ights, garage,

ren, cheap. ull periect o

160 oure eaToksoe sor0045

Ideal_for familes_and_groups,
Seif-catering. See us at
Wi johannachs

BE ON TOP NEAR GARMISCH

Techniiansand umiure assemblers
at the olowing locatrs:
Hoidelberg, Mannieim, Stutgar,

e

Card / Official Card

Bamburg and iz Kastl.
et gt posirs i
[T

person ) breakd.Sogs . &gt | ca o s3uston rmnamna
for Witer pecial 088 218853

— rnzrﬁn RIViERA
i 35km west of St Tmpaz on the
Sporting Goods 980 sea. Sa dbeach pool, garage,
large terrace, iy cqiupped || Sates Representative

TOTALGYM _exercise _oquip.
et exel cgid b pice S
160 asking S 700" caf leave
message 09A1-403157

700 porwi Cal/03ees o
o M eomororoonure. || Swords & Family Cres

Nordictrack, Just like new. need

Sell asap, asking $150 obo.
for more information please call
ms. taylor at 0181-500-6701 or
an 3266701

GARMISCH,

flatirooms.

i kichen n oty cortr.
fully equiped, 0171-2:
21- 5:(400 i 3400
@we
www.53400.com

Nordic Tracker Walk Fit.

owared Tread Mil. Almost nw
condiion. Grat for the Motiva
ted $125 ©OBO  Tel

salf

Leam Arabic wih qualifed

ing levee) Tel. oi72t emase
email samia m@we

Homepage:
www.as-airportservice.de

Tel:06229/930855

918

Guitar lessons for budding rock
star in the Wuerzburg area. Call
o170-2422882.

Resume Service 928

Helde"‘Jerg, 0618153918 WINE SHIPPING
eim and | we ship wine, and atner
surrounding areas!| | Travel 1000_| | veverages in smait and
—ry large quar
Visit our Hm;?;;;fgf;‘&f:yf; «n || Free wine tasting. cail
Nth of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 06726~ 1508 or em,

3aur PP, DBL oacp,free brdat
dogs welcome. 08824-9120

Glenriadieg-oniine.

RESUMES CAREER
COACHING, Sorvice
wnw.polishedrosumes.com

I 09335997648

Jobs Offered

Software Developer

US Government Contractor is
seeking applicants for Software
Developer positions at
Mainz-Kastel, Germany.
Full-time long-term position.
Java and Mod-Perl with
emphasis on SQL.
Please email HR@acs-global.net
for details.

Instructor Needed: Central Texas
College is accepting applications for
an instructor for its  Automotive
Program in Camp Darby, laly.
Required qualifications: A.A. and a
minimum of 5 vears work experience
in the maintenance field. Contact the
CTC field representative at Camp
Darby, DSN 633-7492 or Bnan
Williams, Program Manager at
brian, williams @ europe.cted.edu,

Application deadline is 30 April 2005.

DO YOU WANT TO
EARN $300 OR MORE?

CONTRACTOR POSITION OPEN:
HOME DELIVERY TRUCK ROUTE

Available in Grafenwoehr
and Vilseck 0300 to 0630 Daily!

Interested, give Tom a call at:

0172-6707342

Jobs Offered 630

ManTech

Defense Systems Group

SATCOM TECHNICIANS

ManTech Defense Systems Group
has a requirement for SATCOM Site Managers and
Technicians. The location of the work is in Italy and the
positions have full logistical support. Additional benefits
include tax-free salaries and housing allowance.
Candidates should have at least four years SATCOM
Systems experience. ~ SATCOM DSCS  Satellite
Communications Operator Course and/or Strategic SHF
SATCOM Systems Maintenance Course attendance will be
considered a plus. All positions require US citizenship and
the ability to obtain a SECRET security clearance.

Please email your resume to:
tim klawitter@mantech.com

s Your Money/|

Learn how to manage it better.

Gel stock lisfings, exchange rates, financial
ips and business information everyday.

SIAISS}}?%T RIPES.
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SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

Thursday
AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.-Motorcycle racln? FIM
Speedway GP (Sweden and Slovenia) (dId).
* Sv noon-Pro basketball: Atlan(a
at Boston ( \

p.m.-College basketball:
en Contererce tournament doub eneader.

Friday
rts and Radio, 1 a.m-Pro basket-
Dal\ anesc!a at Miami.
AFN-Atlantic %1 1:30 a.m.-College basketbal
Southeastern om‘erence tournament quar-
terfinal doublel

130 am.-Pro basketball: LA.
Lakers & oallas;

College basketball:

S Eomierence tourmament duasierinal

c-1
doub\eheader d\ﬂ)
s, 2 p.m.-College basketball: At-
I(anﬂ)c coast Conlcrcncn tournament game
fr.llL Motor racing: Crandon
mna\ '0ff-Road Race 1 (did).
m. College baskeiball: sig
Ten Con merence ournament doubleheader.
AFN- :30 p.m.-College basketball:
g‘or;‘fer nce USA tournament semifinal dou-
lehea

Intema
AFN-

All times are Central European Time;
indicates delayed isting. Al nsnngsaresun
ject "to_chang: netfor
more information.

Baseball

Spring training glance
AMERICAN LEAGUE W

Pt
Toronto £33
oston 667
Cleveland 867
Tampa Bay ‘867
Detroit 60
Baltimore 500
Los Angeles 500
Texas 500
Minnesota a1
Oakland 286
icago 250
Kansas City 167
w York 167
Seattle 167
NATIONAL LEAGUE
Pt
Atlanta, 1000
St. Louis 800
Chicago ity
Colorado T4
iwaukee T4
san Francisco 714
San Diego 667
Washington 667
izona 571
Cincinnati 571
ew York s
Pittsburgh 33
orida 250
05 Angeles 250
jouston b
Niadelphia

d games count in'he 3tand.
s games RGeSt non-major - league
eams

vesday's games
Atlanta 24

8N
T sy 13 oo s
Coveland . Houston ¢
Florida 3, LA,

oston 7, Minnesota (55)4

 Sish
Louis 9,

t. Was!
cronto (5) B aGeionia 4
gronto, (575) 2 Minnesota (55) 1
ore

an Diet kee (s5) 5
Mzona 10, Dak\and( s) 2
olorado 6, Chi o White sox 1

e s5)
d (596, Chicago Cubs (59) 4
Chicago Cubs (s5) 4, Kansas City 0
ednesday’s games
Bostons. Florida at Jupter Fa.
Baltim Myers, Fla.
Raronto v Bittsburan at Bredenton: Fla
LY. Yankees vs. Cleveland at Winter Haven,

emm $55) 5, Washington at viera, Fa,
A s vs. Tampa Bay at St. Pefers-
g R

(55) vs. Detroit (s5) at Lakeland,

incinnati (59 vs. Philadelphia at Clearwa-

a.

 Lolls v NV, Mets at Port st Lucle la.
Mesa,

hicago Cubs at M
Vifwa

§an Francisto vs. Oaklan
ttle vs. Kansas Cit

eat sas City at Surprise, Ariz.
LA Ange\s (55) vs. Arizona at Tucson, Ariz.
Chicago White Sox vs.San Diego (55) at Pec-

SahDiego (55) vs. LA, Angels (s5) at Tempe,
riz.

Holston vs. Atlanta at Kissimmee, ia
ay's games

<. CinCs et e, o,

P\l(shurgh s, Atlanta at K\ss\mm , Fla

LA. Do Fort Mrers, Fla.

Nous(on vs oot upier

s. Baltimore at Fort Lauderdale,

5. Washington (ss) at Viera, Fla.

Emlade\pma vs. Minnesota at Fort Myers,
2.

Cleveland (ss) vs. Tampa Bay at St. Peters-

wasr’vmgion (s5) vs. Cleveland (ss) at Winter
Haven, Fla

$an Diego vs. Colorado at Tucson
Chicago Cubs vs. Seattle at Peo
Galdand vs. LA Angels at Temp e,Anz.
Kansas city v Milwailee at Pho

o White ‘Sox vs. Texas at Surprise,

San Francisco ys, Arizona at Tucson, Ariz.
Toronto vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tampa, Fla.

College basketball

Men’s Top 25 schedule

Wednesday
No games scheduled

ursday's gam
No-6 Louisville v TCU/

ol s W Vigmia/rovidence
No. & Acizon: s, Caliornia
No. 12 C 5. Georgetownyseton Hall
No. gton vs: Arzona s
No- 1 iah vs. Colorado

833
£
bt

0. 25 Charlotte Vs. Memphis/Saint Louis

NCM men’s automatic bids

Gentral Flord, Atiantic sun Conference
Chattanooga, Southern Conference

alley Conference
entu ckcy Onig Valley Conference
onzaga, West Coast Conference
Louisiana Lafayette,

Tuesulay 's men’s scores

Brown 75, Yale 65
Penn 64, Princeton 56

IDWEST
Missouri Eapnst e, MeKendree 65
95K Sky Oumm
mifinals
Montana 79, Mongana ot &7
Weber st. 71, Portand 3t ¢

League

Wis-Milwaukee oL Betrmtgs

Conference
ip

un

Bethune-Cookman 76, N. Carolina A&T 62

Southland Conferer
First Ko

Lamar 91, Texas-San Antor

Northwestern St, 81, Texzs Arhnglcm 7

ions}
Louisiaga I.alayeue&} Denver 69
‘Athletic Conference

Women‘s AP Top 25 fared

1 Stanford (252 SR NGY lay. Next: TeA,
2,150 29-2) did not play. Next: TBA.
: Hennessee (25 did not play. Next:

12,273 did notplay. Nex

¢ld not lay, Next: TeA,
¥ Baylor 04 2) did not pla
souri, Wednes

L3 Michigan Stae (289 did not play. Next:

"8 onio state (8-4) did not lay. Next: b
Rutgers (25°6) lost to No. 13 Connect

. Next: TBA.
718 ot bate (265 id not play. Next:

11. Texas (20-7) did not play. Next: vs. Okla-
homa, Wedresday
- Minnesota (4-7) did not play. Next:

13. Connecticut (23-7) beat No. 9 Rutgers
6751,

Nex
14, Texas Tech (21-6) did not play. Next:
vs;No. 18 owa stafe, Wednesday,
15 Temple G7:5) did not play. Next: T84,
16. DePaul (25-4) did not play. 5.

17, Kansas State (21-6) did not play. Next:
v, Nebraska, Wednesday.
g, lowa State (239 beat Colorado 64-62.
Nexts vs. No 14 Texas Tech, Wednesday.
19 Vanderbilt 3% ‘G not piay. Next:

0. North Carolina State (21-6) did not

2
play. N

3. Georala (22-8) did not play. Ne

22 Penn State (19-10) did not play. it
N, Boston College (19:9) did ot play.

Iza Wiisconsin-Green Bay (27-9) did not
play. T¢
32760 23.9)did not play. Next: Tea

NCAA women'’s automatic

anisius, Metro Atiantic Athletic Cont.
Connecticut, Big East Conference
Easters Kenhucky,Onlo Valey Conterence
Michigan State, Blg Ten Conference

MiGHIE Tennessee. sun 8elt Conference

T8

is-

North Carolina, Atlantic Coast Conference
Oral Roberts, Mid-Continent Conference
Santa Clara, West Coast Conference
tanford, Pacific-10 Conference
Temple, Atlantic 10 Conference
Tennessee, southeastern Conference
Texas Christian, Conference USA
Western Carolinia, Souther Conference
Wisconsin-Green Bay, Horizon League

Tuesday’s women’s scores

Harvard 70, bartmbuth 67

TOURNAM
12 Conference
First Roun
fowast. 64, Colorado 62
Mis . k:

mpionship
Connecticyt sv ngers 51
h Conference
SRt Roung
E\rmmgham—southem 60, Charleston
Southern 45
High Point 55, Coastal Carolina 41
berty 83 Winfhro
N.C.-Ashetille 47, Radford 32

‘Char
Oral Roberts 45, UMKC 42
Eastern Athletic Conference

Norfolk st 60, Betbn.ovkman 51
Northeast Conference
inals

mifi
Robert Morris 68, Sacred Heart 62, OT
St. Francis, Pa. ss<lo r‘\eplac 49

Middle Tennessee sf Lousiana-afayette 52
rst Round

Bolse st, 55, UTEP 30

Nevada 65,

College baseball

Tuesday’s scnres

Coppin St. at Navy, Dd weather
aPP\gh “ickinson At 'seton Hall, ppd.,

Han(um at Cent. Connecticut, ppd., field
conditi

ansuaauafayene ppd. field conditions.

Md.-Eastern Shore at Maryland, 2, ppd.

weather
BC at Mount St. Mary's, Md., ppd, field

conditions
Youngstown St. at Duguesne, ccd. weath-
er

SOUTH
Appalachian St. at Charlotte, ppd., weath-

Austin Peay -1, Indiana st. 30

Belhaven 7, Millsay

Etamon s, Wesi Forida 3

Cent. Michigan 16, Maine 6

Connecticut 8, Sacred Heart 0

Davidson 12, Vale

Delta St, 13, William Carey 3

E. Carolina 16, N. Carolina A&T 5

Elon at .G Wiltungton, ppd., weather
i

Evansville 5, Tenn.-Martin
Commonwealth, ccd.,

Fairfield
weather
lagler & Marian, ind.3
FI6%ch & N ashevie 1
fla, Infernaonal 10 Lasalle
Furman at

de weather
Georgia 12, Tennessee B

2, Rid. weather
eorgia tech 17 Villam & iary

Gulford 23 Vassar 22
{ Wayne 13, E. Kentucky 9, 10in-

nings
Je?cksonwl\esl 13, Alabama St. 7
ison a Lierty: ppd. weather
[Ty

LeVioyne-Oen
Louisiana-Monroe
o N earn st

VSU 1
d, weather
M, Cod, wedther

Middle Tennessee 11, Memphis 6
Mississippi 9, Southern Miss. 1

o
Nova Sou!heastem & Bloomfield 3
01d bominion t Richimond, ccd., weather

ne 6, LSU 2
St. Ambrose 16-8, Palm Beach Atlantic 10-4
St.Leo 1, Shippensburg 0
South Alabama 7, SE Louisiana 6
Stetson 7, South Florida 6
UAB S, Troy
UCF 22, Saint Josepi's 3
Vanderbilt 11, Lipscomb 1
Virginia 8, Longwood 0

Wake Forest 15, Ball St. 11
Webber 12, ing College &

exas- Ar\mgton 6 Texas A&GM 4
TCUS, Tex

Texas.pan American o, rairie View 5
Jexas Souther at Texas State, ppd. fe
con

AR
righam Young 18, Uteh valley .8
alifomia at St Mary's Cal. pd, ield con-

3 Nor(hndge 6UcLA2
Beach S

2 Marymount 4

rtsor
Washington & Portiand 1

. Kemnel Cly Classic

Michigan st. 10, Campbel &

Jacksonvile 5, \nnanuva 1
fercer 8, Tole

North Figrida 11 Beim:

iy Gulk Classi
Dallas Bapt 5(5 itk
San Francisco 10,S. Utah 3
Gonzaga 14, Penn St. 6

Fresno St. 6, Penn 1

Nextel Cup schedule

(cnon-points race)
Feb. 12 — x-Budweiser Shootout (Jimmie

Johnson)
Feb. 20 — Daytona 500, Daytona Beach, Fa.
(Jeff Gorduﬂ)
Auto Club 500, Fontana, Calif.
e ite
March 13 — UAW-DaimlerChrysler 400, Las
Ve
b%arch 20 — Golden Corral 500, Hampton,
a.
DHIJ — Food City 500, Bristol, Tenn.
‘fml 10 — Advance Auto Parts 500, Martin-
svil
‘April n S Samsung/Radioshack 50, Fort
Worth, Te
n| 752 Subway Fresh 500, Avondale,
May 1 — Aaron’s 499, Talladega, Ala.
May 7 — Dodge Charger 500, Darlington,
May 14 — Chcv( American Revolution 400,
Rmhmon
A\I -Star Challenege, Concord,
May 29 — Coca-Cola 600, Concord, N.
June 5 — MBNA America 400, Dover, De\

June 12 — Pocono 500, Long Pond,
Nitchigan 400, 8rooklyn, Mich.

June 1 —
June 26 — Dodge/Save Mart 350, Sonorma,
ali

July 2 ~ Pepsi 400, Daytona Beach, Fla.
July 10 — chicagoland 400, Joliet, il.

July 17 — New Enaiand 306, Loudon. .4
July 24 = Pennsylvania 500, Long Pond, Pa.

9
Aug. 7= Brickyard 400, indianapols:
Aug. 14 = Siius at The Glen, Watkins Gien,
Alg. 21 — GFS Marketplace 400, Brookiyn,
id

Aug. 27 — Sharpie 500, Bristol, Tenn.

Sept4 - Calffornia sty Fontana,
—"Chevy Rock & Roll 400, Rich-

&?

ond
"Sept. 18 — Sylvania 300, Loudon, N,
Sept. 25 — MBNA 400, Dover, Del.

Oct. 7 — UAW-Ford 500, ranaaega a.
sz Banquet 400 Kansas City, K

Ot 15~ URWEGM Guaity 500, Concord,

Gct. 23 — subway 500, Martinsville, Va.
. o:g3 30— Bass Pro Shaps MBNA 400, Hamp-
on, Ga.
Nov-6 - Dickies 500, Fortworth, Texas.
— Checker Auto Parts 500, Avon-
da\e. .

Nov. 20 — Ford 400, Homestead, Fla.

Biffie
R —— 272
1 Tony Stewart;
Rusty Wi
& St e

TANK MCNAMARA

ARE You THE 6uY WHO's
ON THE NCAA BASKETBALL

COMMITTEE?

OU'RE NEW AT THIS.
TD THREATS PURING
ROuRS.

10. Jeff Gordon

“OF
B Foniter o el O leagie came.

atios
MILWAUKEE BREWERS-ASsianed R sen
P Dennis Sarfate and INF Enrique

Crig £ their minor league camp.
WEITTSBURGH PIRATES—Assigried C e
Walker, LR Pl Viaholm and € Carlos M-

donado o thelr minor \ea‘g
€isco —Ass\gn od RHP
Brian c jack
SRS RCPRRE Bitic Atha: e Michacl Ceru:

anelc OF boug Clark and OF Carlos Valerra-
ma to their minor league

National Basketball Association
C Kevin Willis
on the Intired st Activated & bonta Smith
from the injured i
ONIO SPIIHS—A::IwatEd G Mike
WHkS from he o
UTAH 1AZZ —Placed C Jarron Collins on the
injured ist.
FOOTBALL
National Football Leag
RIZONA CARDINALS—Agreed o terms
with 5 Robert Gniith on 3 fwo-year Con:

tract.
ATLANTA FALCONS—Signed P Toby
Re-signed G-T Steve Herndon.
EINCINNAT! BENGALS—Agreed to_terms
with LB Marcus Wilkins on a one-year con-
ract.
CLEVELAND BROWNS—Signed OB Trent Dil-
fertoa four-year contract and G Cosey Cole-
‘and DB Lewis Sanders to two-year con:

cts:

AS_COWBOYS—Re-signed RB Erik

Bickerstaff and Te Sean Ryan to one-year

cor

TACKSONVILLE JAGUARS—Signed CB Terry
Cousin and 08 Quinn Gray.

SHherSLigned Le Kendrel

Belltoa ssﬁn— saneontract.

Wi C8 Frot SmOot o 2 Sy ear Contract.
ENGLAND PATRIOTS—Re-signed G
stephen Neal
YORK GIANTS —sSigned PK Jay Feely.
Re\ensed 8 Clarence
STEELERS Signed  WR
Cagick Whseh o 3 four:

Jogy Galloway o2 e,
/ASHINGTON REDSKINS-Re-sioned 0T
Cedric Killings.

oo S parrish, Eddie
Famkner and A SEhTig assiotat oot

aches
AS MICHIGAN—Announced it will
e me contract of im Boone, men's
Beskemat doace:
MONTANA STATE-BILLINGS —Named Chris
Brown baseball coact
NORTHERN ILLINOIS—Announced the re-
tirement of Carol Hammerle, women's bas-
ketball coach.
NORWICH:

mounced the resignation of
2, football coach, o tak

@ Yesalo

other job.at the 1 y. Name

Vicintyre interim footbail coach
SIENA—Fired Rob Lanier, men's basketball

SIMPSON, IOWA—Named Mike Wilson
mens soccer coach.

Shawn

SE— Quentin _Hillsman
Wo BT sk b ebach.

World ranking

Through March 6
. Tiger Woods

Viay singh

nn ickelson
7 Goosen
: Sergio Garcia

David Tom:
. padralg Har Harrington

k

ok Verpank
. Ange! Cabrera
: Chorkyuno-ja
Thomas Bjorn
- 1m Car
raig Parry
:Say Haas
:1ah Poufter
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Big Unit not perfect vs. Braves

The Associated Press

Randy Johnson’s much-anticipated debut
with the New York Yankees wasn't filled with
awesome fastballs or knee-buckling sliders —
and no one seemed to mind.

After all, he was acquired for October.

Mark Mulder’s second outing for St. Louis
was much more in line with what the Cardi-
nals expected from their new No. 1 starter.

Johnson worked two innings Tuesday in an
8-2 loss to the Atlanta Braves at Kissimmee,
Fla. He threw 36 pitches, 22 for strikes, and
gave up a two-run homer to old nemesis Chip-
per Jones in an uneven performance.

“It looked like his first spring outing,” Jones
said. “I don’t think anybody in baseball expect-
ed him to come out blowing 97. A guy like Ran-

Sori dy’s got to get his feet under
him, just like the rest of us.

Soring. RV b
Oct. 1.”

Johnson said he felt fine

hysically ~ after  being
scratched from his first scheduled start last
week because of a tight left calf.

After opening with a strikeout, Johnson al-
lowed a single to Brian Jordan and fell behind
2-0 to Jones before the Braves third baseman
drove a 92 mph fastball over the left-field
fence.

The Yankees didn’t start pursuing Johnson
last summer just to add a few victories during
the regular season. Instead, they pushed to fi-
nally complete a drawn-out trade with Arizo-
na in January because they needed an ace in
the postseason.

And that’s exactly why nobody sounded wor-
ried about the 41-year-old Johnson losing his
first outing of spring training.

“I know I still have a long way to go to be
ready for opening day,” Johnson said. “But
we'll get there.”

In his second start since being acquired
from Oakland in the offseason, Mulder al-
lowed two runs and five hits in three i innings
of the Cardinals’ 9-7 victory over the Washing-
ton Nationals at Jupiter, Fla.

“I gave up a couple of runs but they were
the only two bad pitches I made,” said Mul-
der, who walked one and struck out three. “I
felt much better. My delivery was better and I
was locating the ball better.”

It was a big improvement for Mulder, who
lasted only one inning in his first spring train-
ing appearance against the New York Mets.
He needed 44 pitches to get three outs in that
one walking four and giving up a two-run sin-

roundup

Al Bradenton, Fla., NL Rookie of the Year
Jason Bay injured his wrist diving for a fly
ball in the Pittsburgh Pirates 10-4 loss to the
Cincinnati Reds. Bay will miss at least a week
with a bone bruise, but should be ready for
opening day.

At Tucson, Ariz., Luis Gonzalez made his
first start since elbow surgery last August,
and pinch-hitter Tony Clark hit a three-run
double in Arizona’s 10-2 win over a split

Atlanta’s Chipper Jones is congratulated by
teammate Raul Mondesi after a two-run home
run off the New York Yankees’ Randy Johnson.

squad of Oakland Athletics. Gonzalez had a
sacrifice fly in the fourth inning, but went
0-for-2 and is 0-for-7 this spring. He made a
throw to home plate from left field in the third
inning that was too late to get Dan Johnson.

“My mechanics weren't quite what I've
been working on,” Gonzalez said. “Just get-
ting the ball in was good enough for me. It’s
nice to be back out on the field.”

Red Sox 7, Twins (ss) 4: At Fort Myers,
Fla., Matt Clement allowed a leadoff homer to
Luis Rivas, then retired his final eight batters
in his second spring training start since leav-
ing the Chicago Cubs and signing a
three-year, $25.5 million contract with Bos-
ton. David Ortiz hit a solo homer and Manny
Ramirez added a two-run shot in the sixth for
Boston.

Giants 5, Rangers 1: At Scottsdale, Ariz.,
Noah Lowry gave up one hit in three innings
to lead San Francisco. Texas’ Richard Hidal-
go hit a home run in the seventh off Jason
Christiansen.

Blue Jays (ss) 6, Phillies 4: At Dunedin,
Fla., Toronto’s Dave Bush and Philadelphia’s
Brett Myers pitched three innings apiece.
Bush allowed one run and three hits, Myers
one run on four hits.

Blue Jays (ss) 2, Twins (ss) 1: At Fort

Myers, Fla., Gabe Gross, Toronto’s first-round
pick in 2001, went 2-for-2 with his fourth
homer in four days and threw out a runner at
home from left field. Kyle Lohse gave up two
runs in two innings with two strikeouts for
Minnesota.

Marlins 3, Dodgers 0: At Vero Beach, Fla.,
Wilson Alvarez made an impressive bid for a
spot in the Los Angeles Dodgers’ rotation,
pitching two perfect innings. Kazuhisa Ishii,
one of his competitors, gave up three un’
earned runs in two innings. In his second start
for the Dodgers, Derek Lowe allowed three
hits in four innings.

Mets 7, Orioles 4: At Port St. Lucie, Fla.,
Mike Piazza and David Wright had RBI dou-
bles for New York, and Kris Benson allowed
three hits and a run in three innings. Orioles
second baseman Enrique Wilson went 3-for-4
with an RBL.

Indians 21, Astros 4: At Kissimmee, Fla.,
Grady Sizemore, competing with former AL
MVP Juan Gonzalez for a spot in Cleveland’s
outfield, led the Indians with five RBIs. Jeff
Liefer went 3-for-3 with four RBIs and Josh
Bard went 3-for-3 and scored four runs for the
Indians.

Houston starter Dave Burba allowed six
hits and eight runs before being chased with
two outs in the bottom of the third.

Padres 18, Brewers (ss) 5: At Phoenix,
John Knott hit a grand slam, Ryan Klesko had
a two-run homer and Mark Loretta had two
doubles among his three hits. Victor Santos,
vying for a spot in the Brewers’ rotation, al-
lowed seven hits and six runs in
12/<ms-,%0,%60,%60>3 innings.

Geoff Jenkins homered twice for the Brew-
ers and new teammate Carlos Lee also hom-
ered.

Athletics (ss) 6, Cubs (ss) 4: At Mesa, Ariz.

nings for
hits over three shutout innings for Oakland.

Cubs (ss) 4, Royals 0: At Surprise, Ariz.,
Glendon Rusch gave up three hits in three
scoreless innings against his former team.
Royals starter Runelvys Hernandez, who
missed last season following surgery on his
right elbow, allowed one run and four hits in
three innings.

Angels 11, Mariners (ss) 5: At Tempe,
Ariz., Angels starter John Lackey was side-
lined by a blister on his right index finger. Top
prospect Ervin Santana stepped in and struck
out five in two scoreless innings.

Rockies 6, White Sox 1: At Tuscon, Ariz.,
Jeff Francis threw three shutout innings and
Darren Oliver, his competitor for the No. 5
spot in Colorado’s rotation, allowed a run in
his three innings. Todd Helton hit his first
home run for the Rockies.

Mariners (ss) 8, Brewers (ss) 4: At Peoria,
Ariz., Jose Lopez hit a bases-loaded triple in
the eighth inning and Benji Gil added a
two-run homer. Prince Fielder, the Brewers’
No. 1 draft pick in 2002, homered.

Nomo struggling in bid for job with Devil Rays

BY FRED GOODALL
The Associated Press

LAKELAND, Fla. — Hideo No-
mo’s bid to make the Tampa Bay
Devil Rays’ starting rotation isn’t
going very well.

‘The 37-year-old right-hander al-
lowed two two-run homers and a
wind-blown triple Tuesday in his
second spring outing. But manag-
er Lou Piniella isn’t drawing any
conclusions.

“Spring training is early,” he
said after Nomo’s two-inning stint
against the Detroit Tigers.
“There’s still plenty of time for de-
terminations and plenty of games

left for him to pitch better and bet-
ter.”

Nomo struggled with command
of his fast ball in the first inning,
giving up homers to Craig Mon-
roe and Brandon Inge and a triple
to Vance Wilson before settling
down to retire the side in order in
the second.

The former NL rookie of the
year allowed four hits and walked
one. Four other Devil Rays pitch-
ers — Seth McClung, Casey Fos-
sum, Jorge Sosa and Frankin
Nunez — held the Tigers to three
hits over the last seven innings of
a12-4 victory.

Nomo was not helped by a stiff

breeze blowing out to right field,
but said through an interpreter
that location of his fast ball was a
bigger problem.

“It was windy, but still my
pitches were a little too high,” he
explained.

Nomo is one of nine candidates
for five spots in what figures to be
a young, mostly inexperienced
starting rotation.

Piniella would like at least one
veteran to earn a spot, and Nomo
and left-hander Denny Neagle,
also 37 and trying to come back
from injury, will get every oppor-
tunity to prove they belong.

Nomo also struggled in his first
spring start, giving up two runs

and four hits, including a homer,
in two innings of a loss to the Cin_
cinnati Reds.

“I feel good about my physical
condition, but I'm getting behind
the hitters and the pitches are too
high,” Nomo said.

Piniella called Tuesday’s per-
formance “s0-50.”

“It was not an easy day to play,
not an easy day to pitch,” he said.
“He got a couple of balls up. And
with this wind here, when you get
them up in the air lhey re going to
go, and that’s exactly what hap-

ned.

“But he’s healthy and he’s work-
ing hard. Hopefully the next time
he pitches, it will be a better per-
formance.”

Barry Bonds might be a DH during
spring training as he prepares for
the start of the baseball season.

MLB asked
to OK Bonds
use as a DH

The Associated Press

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Barry
Bonds expects fo be ready for San
Francisco’s season opener on
April 5, and the Giants asked the
commissioner’s office for permis-
sion to use a designated hitter dur-
ing spring training home games
to ease him into the exhibition sea-

on.

“T've never missed an opening
day,” Bonds said Tuesday.
“Being announced before your
fans on opening day is great. The
main thing down here is to be
able to play nine innings consis-
tently every day. That’s recovery.
‘When you can play every game in
the major leagues for nine in-
nings, that's recovery. Nobody is
ever ready to completely play on
opening day. It's the Adrenalin
rush for opening day.”

Bonds had surgery on his right
knee on Jan. 31 and when he ar-
rived at spring training said he
was unsure whether the knee
would recover in time to play the
opener. He has yet to play in an
exhibition game.

“Whenever he’s ready, he'll be
in there,” Giants manager Felipe
Alou said.

The Cincinnati Reds were
given permission last weekend to
use a DH in five home games
starting Thursday so that Ken
Griffey Jr. can bat without play-
ing the field. In spring training,
the DH usually is used only at the
home parks of American League
teams.

“After I read that the Reds had
approached MLB on this issue
and were granted approval, I de-
cided to call MLB myself and ask
that Barry be accorded the same
privilege while he recovers from
his knee surgery,” Giants assis-
tant general manager Ned Collet-

ti said. “What MLB told me was
that as long as we offered the visit-
ing team the same opportunity to
use a DH during one of our home
games and contacted MLB before
we do it, it would be

“ can’t image a team saying no
to this,” Colletti said. “They
would have the same opportunity
to give a batter at-bats using the
DH rule.”
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Sluggers, Congress and a flight of fancy

Canseco & Co. invited to gabfest in the nation’s capital

he list of ballplayers invit-
ed to testify before Con-

gress on the subject of

steroids reads like a ros-
ter for “Home Run Derby.”

If this is a coincidence, so is the
continued orbit of the earth
around the sun.

Mark McGwire, Jason Giambi,

Sammy Sosa,

im | Rafael

Jim Litke  plieivo,
Frank  Tho-
mas and
best-selling au-
thor Jose
Canseco have
gone  yard
2887  times

among  them
and they’re all
on the House
Government
Reform Com-
mittee’s guest list for March 17.
The lawmakers who drew it up
were even thoughtful enough to
ask Curt Schilling along to pitch.

To keep things llght they also
asked MLB commissioner Bud
Selig, union head Donald Fehr, ex-
ecutive vice president Sandy Al-
derson and San Diego general
manager Kevin Towers to put in
an appearance.

Without further ado, we pre-

view the opening few minutes
from that day’s broadcast on
C-SPAN.

Rep. Tom Davis, R-Va., commit-
tee chairman: “Gentlemen, let me
welcome you on behalf of the
House ...”

Selig: “Excuse me, congress-
man, isn’t this a Hepplewhite ma-
hogany table, circa 1810? I only
ask because I'm a student of hlsm-
Ty, as you probably know, and ...

Davis: “Excuse me, commis-
sioner. But we didn’t call you
down here to talk about history,
except as it relates to steroids.”

Selig: “I'm a student of ste-
roids, too. Not a very good one,
I'm afraid, and not by choice,
mind you. Everybody else around
me seemed to know about ‘juice,”
or whatever they call it, so T tried
to sit down and learn. Well, I still
don’t see what bulging muscles
and a bad attitude has to do with
home runs and acne, but my peo-
ple assured me it’s all related.

“Even so, when I heard that
leaked grand jury testimony
about someplace called BALCO
and the ‘clear’ and the ‘cream,’
thought they were talking about
“Oil of Olay.” Even asked my wife
about it ..”

Rep. Henry Waxman, D-Calif.:
‘Mr. Selig, we were inquiring
about ...

Selig: “Steroid use. Right. Do
you know I once commissioned a
study of androstenedione? Yeah,
right after some snoopy reporter
saw a bottle of it in Mr. McG-
wire’s locker. Even hired some
Harvard guys to do it. And you
know what they found? You don’t,
huh? Well frankly, sir, neither do
L It was loaded with technical jar-
gon and really depressing. I put
the darned thing in a drawer and
forgot about it. If you're really in-
terested, I'll FedEx you a copy.
Or you could ask Don for his.”

Here Selig pauses and steals a
glance at Fehr: “Unless, of
course, he’s already turned it into
a fleet of paper airplanes.”

Fehr: “What the commissioner
is trying to say is that there isn’t
any steroid use by current major
leaguers, thanks fo the draconian
tests we've instituted. All that ad-
vance notice had nothing to do
with it. And even if there was,
let's pretend there wasn’t. It
wasn'’t against the rules in place
at the time. Bud is a student of his-
tory and he'll tell you there’s no
way to go back in time. At least

not yet. So leave the records
aloné, too. Period, case closed.
Can I be excused?”

Davis: “Excuse me, Mr. Fehr.
There appears to be a dissenting
opinion. The chair recognizes Mr.
Canseco.”

Canseco (wearing a silk tank
top, sunglasses and rising out of
his seat): “You sayin’ this body
came naturally? You think I hit
462 homers eating chicken at
every meal? But enough about sin-
gles hitters; let’s talk about me.

“Inicknamed myself, ‘The God-
father of Steroids.’ Pretty cool,
no? And I personally injected ste-
roids into the butt of at least one
guy in this room. And I have it on
good authority — somebody’s sec-
ond cousin told me or something
like that — that more than a few
others followed my instructions
and did the same. I can’t remem-
ber any more details, but they're
all in my book, which just hap-
pens to be on top of The New
York Times best seller list. Only
$25.95. In fact, I'll be signing cop-
ies later this afternoon at ..

Waxman: “All well and good,
Mr. Canseco, But these hearings
are for us, not you, to get some
badly needed pub. Is there any-

body who can talk about whether
the use of steroids was wide-
spread, as most of America sus-
pects, or confined to a handful of
sluggers and a few dozen wan-
nabes? Mr. Giambi, can you add

“I'm sor
wis: “About what?"
Giambi: “Can’t say. Sorry.”
Selig: “Actually, congressmen,
let me say all of us in baseball
were sorry. I mean, what would
you have done? We blew up the
season in 1994 and everybody
was mad at us, and then baseballs
start flying all over the place and
next thing you know we've got a
renaissance on our hands.
Hoo-hah!

“Remember Heather Locklear
in that ‘Chicks Dig the Long Ball
commercial? I loved her in that. T
wasn’t sorry one bit about that
spot. But where was I? The renais-
sance. Right. Money is rolling in,
everybody is getting a new stadi-
um or angling for one, so who am
I to stop the parade? I'll admit, I
saw some guys that looked like
Charles Aflas, but I figured
maybe the horizontal hold on the
TV was bad. Even asked my wife

Jim Litke is a national sports columnist
for The Associated Press. Write to him
at jlitke@ap.org

Ankiel, unable to make pitches, will try hitting them

The Associated Press

JUPITER, Fla. — Rick Ankiel
is ending a pitching career de-
railed by injuries and record wild-
ness and will try to make the St.
Louis Cardinals’ roster as an out-
fielder.

‘Ankiel, 25, had yet to appear in
aspring training game as he tried
to revive a career interrupted by
control problems and reconstruc-
tive elbow surgery. He was to
have pitched in a “B” game
‘Wednesday, but it was rained out.

Ankiel said
he’s been think-
ing of making
the switch since
he left winter
ball in Puerto
Rico after feel-
ing a twinge in his elbow. He was
impressive his first time throwing
to hitters this spring, but the out-
ings since then have been erratic.

“This whole time, the frustra-
tion that built up, it seems like it
was really eroding my spirit and
starting to affect my personality
off the field as well,” Ankiel said.
“It just became apparent that it
was time for me to move on and
pursue becoming an outfielder. I
feel relieved now and I'm happy
to move on.”

Ankiel is a career .207 hitter
(18-for-87) in the majors, with
two homers, a double, a triple and
nine RBIs. He was an occasional
DH for the Cardinals’ rookie
league team in Johnson City,
Tenn., in 2001, hitting 10 homers.

“Ive always enjoyed playing
outfield and I've definitely en-
joyed hitting,” Ankiel said.

“Hopefully, I can pick up as
much as I can being around some
of these guys and spending more
time with them in the cage.”

Rick Ankiel has decided to end

injury- and wildness-plagued pitch-

ing career with St. Louis and will try to make the club as an outfielder.

Manager Tony La Russa and
general manager Walt Jocketty
had been aware for a few days
that Ankiel was considering giv-
ing up pitching. Ankiel said they
“understood and wished me
luck.”

“We are fully supportive of
RicK’s decision to convert to an ev-
eryday outfielder,” Jocketty said.

“Rick will continue to train with
the major league club this spring,
and we look forward to seeing his

development as a full-time batter
and outfielder.”

Pitching coach Dave Duncan
said he didn’t know of the deci-
sion until Wednesday morning.
“P've been trying to get him ready
to pitch.”

Center fielder Jim Edmonds
sympathized with Ankiel's deci-
sion. “It can’t be any more diffi-
cult than what he’s been going
through. He’s been through a lot.”

Ankiel sat out 2002 with a

sprained left elbow and missed
most of the 2003 and 2004 sea-
sons after reconstructive elbow

surgery.

The left-hander made it to the
major leagues at age 19 and was
11-7 with a 3.50 ERA with 194
strikeouts in 175 innings in 2000
but developed record-setting wild-
ness in the playoffs. In the post-
season opener against Atlanta, he
threw five wild pitches in the first
inning, the most by a major
league pitcher since 1890, and
had nine wild pitches in four in-
nings during the postseason.

He went 1-2 with a 7.13 ERA in
six starts for the Cardinals in
2001, walking 25 in 24 innings,
then was sent to the minors. He
didn’t return until last Sept. 7 and
made five late-season starts,
going 1-0 with a 5.40 ERA in 10 in”
nings.

Red Sox seek elbow room

BOSTON — The Boston Red
Sox are negotiating to buy three
small properties near Kenmore
Square in a bid to secure space
for long-term growth in the neigh-
borhood surrounding Fenway
Park.

The properties — a taxi garage,
a McDonald’s restaurant and the
WBCN radio studios — would
allow the Red Sox to continue
shifting their offices from the
cramped, 93-year-old stadium
and allow more room for fans.
But there are no immediate plans
for major changes to the proper-
ties, vice president Janet Marie
Smith said Tuesday.

“We have been looking for any-
thing in the area that might help
us with our space problems,” said
Smith, architect of Fenway Park’s
recent renovations. “It surprised

us it took Lhree years to find a sin-
gle property.”

Team owners have refused to
say whether they’ve made a final
decision on staying in Fenway
Park, Major League Baseball’s
oldest and smallest ballpark. But
all indications are the Red Sox
will stay.

Since buying the team in 2002,
the Red owners have added seats
and upgraded the stadium. Last
year, Boston brought home its
first World Series title in 86
years.

Reds’ limited owners selling

CINCINNATI — Three of the
Cincinnati Reds’ owners con-
firmed Tuesday that they are try-
ing to sell their limited shares in
the club, but local businessman
Carl Lindner will remain in con-
trol of baseball’s first professional
franchise.

Lindner led an ownership
group that bought the ballclub
from Marge Schott in 1999 for
$67 million. He and limited part-
ner William Reik Jr. intend to
hold their shares and retain con-
trol of the team.

“I enjoy my ownership in the
Reds and am looking forward to a
great 2005 season,” Lindner said
in a statement.

Local businessman George
Strike, the trust for Louise Nip-
pert — the widow of former Reds
owner Louis Nippert — and the
Gannett Co. plan to sell their
shares, which represent 51.5 per-
cent of the team. Under the own-
ership agreement, Lindner and
Reik will have the option of
matching any offer for the shares,
giving them a chance to acquire a
larger portion of the club.
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[ NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division
L opct GB
Boston 29 57 -
Philadelphia 32 415 2%
New York 34 433 5
New Jersey 35 426 5%
Toronto 35 417 6
Southeast Division
Miami 16 742 —
Washington 26 559 1l%
Orlando 28 525 13%
Charlotte 46 207 32
Atlanta 49 169 34%
Central Division
Detroit 2 61 -
Cleveland 27 542 4n
Chicago 7 56 o
Indiana 30 .500
Milwaukee 34 424 11%
Western Conference
Southwest Division
L t GB
San Antonio 47 13 .78 -
Dallas 3 20
Houston 3
Memphis 3 26
New Orleans 13 46 .
Northwest Division
Seattle 41 18
Denver 3129
Minnesota 31 30
Portland 22 36
Utah B 20 40
Pacific Division
Phoe % 14
Sacramento 2 ¢
Lakers 30 29
Clippers 27 34 a3
Goiden Sace Tesday's il 317
Golden State uu Ph\lagﬂnma 85
Clevelar dlll,Gr\z o 92
93, Wast (0 8:
Milwaukee 105, Mlan ta 101
Minnes ota 102, Charlotte 97
an Antonio 96, New Jersey 74
indliana 85, Utah 83
sacramento 85, Memgms 82
louston 97, Seattle 9
A. Clippers 110, L.A. Lakers 101
sday’s game:
Orlando at Toronto.
Atlanta at Bo:
Golden State at Detroit
New Jersey at New Orleans
Antonio at Phoenix

Chicago at Portland
hursday's games

Minnesota at Mia

LA. Lakers at Dallas,

Charlotte at Philadelpl
Atlanta at Toronto
Minnesota at Orlando

1
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* Weapons clean up with a
dry rag
* Dry impregnated
lubrication™

Attention Troops
+ Go to www.militec.com
and click for your FREE
supply of MILITEC-1.
* Or call us Collect for your
FREE supply of MILITEC-1
at (301) 893-3910.
* Unlimited supply of
MILITEC-1 for our Troops.
Free shipping, too!
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Golden State at Indiana
Detroit at Boston
Dalla at Milvaukee

ah
Clippers at Sacramento
Ghicagh at Seatte

Tuesday
Cavaliers 111, Magic 92
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1 3 1 2 3, Cat04 E 2 2 lU. Francls 8-16 4-5 21,
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Knicks 93, Wizards 83
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Bucks 105, Hawks 101
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i
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Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Atlanta 53
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allace 4-10 3-7 11, Okafor
suauzarexeﬂseezonr«sxsosu
Bogans 6-14 00 14 Ely 03 000, Kapono ¢S
it 0260 0 Allen 1.6 68 6/ 8

ander 15002, Carroll 3,02, Totals 3686
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Pacers 89, Jazz 83
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Leaders
Through March §
Scoring
¢ Fo FT PTS AVG
Iverson, Phil. 55 553 487 1664 30.3
Bryant, LAL 5 389 423 1217 284
ki, Dall. 56 495 449 1508 26.9
Stoudem\re, Phoe 60 568 423 1559 26
McGrady, 57 517 318 1466 25.7
James, \ev 57 542 312 1452 255
Arenas, Wash. 57 466 375 1450 254
Allen, Sea. 57 467 294 1373 24.1
Rebounds
G OFF DEF TOT AVG
Garneﬂ an 184 650 834 13.
D et. 50 \90 405 595 11.9
589 571 l

tarion,
Yetor: &hoe: ERE

Webber struggling
. to fit in with 76ers

The Associated Press

When Philadelphia acquired
Chris Webber on the eve of the
trading deadline two weeks ago,
he was expected to turn the 76ers
into serious contenders for the
Eastern Conference title.

Seven games later, Webber is
unhappy with his playing ti
and getting booed by Phlladel-
phia fans.

For the third straight game,
Webber was basically a non-fac-
tor in the 76ers’ 104-85 loss to
Golden State on Tuesday night.
The five-time All-Star sat out long
stretches, including the last 4:38
of the third quarter, and finished
with_eight points on 3-for-12
shooting in 30 minutes.

Webber was booed a few times
during the game, only about a
week and a half since he was in-
troduced to thunderous applause
during his home debut. Fans
booed after an errant bounce pass
went out of bounds, and again
when he came back into the game
about two minutes into the fourth

uarter.

“Obviously, C-Webb sees
what's going on and it can only
get worse,” Phnladelphlas Allen
Iverson said. “It’s not his fault.
It’s all our fault. He'll just have to
deal with it.”

Before the game, Webber said
he was used to negativity and con-
troversy surrounding him wher-
ever he plays. He said he would
like to make this situation work,
but was tired already of answer-
ing questions about how well he’ll

in.
“I want to make the best of the
rest of the time I have here,” he
said. “I'm still a great player. 'm
not going to ever get used to play-
ing 27 minutes a game. It's some-
thing we’ll address after the sea-
son. Right now our goal is to
make the playoffs.
“I thought T was to coming into
a situation where I would be uu-
lized as the player that I was.”
Webber averaged 213 points
and 9.7 rebounds in 46 games
with the Sacramento Kings, but is
down to 14.4 points and 8.0 re-
bounds with the 76ers. After aver-
aging 36.3 minutes for Sacramen-
to, Webber reached 30 minutes
for the first time in three games.
He met with coach Jim O’Brien
on Monday about his lack of play-

ing time.

“This is Philadelphia, the tough-
est place in the world,” said Iver-
son, who scored 33 points with a
franchise-record 12 turnovers. “I
told him what to expect. I let him
know they would expect him to
be like the Chris Webber he was.”

Webber failed to reach double
digits in scoring for only the sec-
ond time this season, and the first
since getting six points against
San Antonio on Jan. 23. He was
out of the locker room before it
opened and not available for post-
game comments. O’Brien defend-
ed Webber and blamed the loss
on fatigue and poor defense.

“I believe Chris is a very confi-
dent guy and will find his stride
here real soon,” O'Brien said.

Cavaliers 111, Magic 92: At
Cleveland, LeBron James scored
23 points and Drew Gooden had

¥

23 in his return to the starting line-
up as the Cavaliers snapped a
six-game losing streak. James
added eight assists and seven re-
bounds in 40 minutes and Gooden
finished 10-for-13 from the field.

Knicks 93, Wizards 83: At
New York, the Knicks improved
to 5-1 since the trade deadline,

Roundup

contnbutmns from several play-

Crawfnrd also had six assists
and six rebounds, Kurt Thomas
added 15 points, 11 rebounds and
four assists, and Stephon Mar-
bury had 14 points, 10 assists and
four rebounds.

Bucks 105, Hawks 101: Mo
Williams had 22 points and 10 as-
sists and Desmond Mason also
scored 22 points to lead the
Bucks. Williams was 9-for-13
from the field, matching a career
scoring high.

Atlanta lost its 22nd straight on
the road and 12th in a row over-

Tmherwolves 102, Bohcats 97:
At Minneapolis, Kevin Garnett
scored 22 of his 30 pmnl% in the
second half, preventing the Tim-
berwolves from being swept by
the expansion Bobcats.

Spurs 90, Nets 74: At San An-
tonio, Tim Duncan made a quick
return to the lineup after leaving
his last game with an injury, and
had 19 points and eight rebounds.
The Nets hit just four of their first
25 shots.

Pacers 89, Jazz 83: Stephen
Jackson scored 30 points and visit-
ing Indiana rallied after blowing
a25-point lead. Reggie Miller fin-
ished with 24 poinls in his final
game at Utah, which nearl
lumed into an embarrassmg loss.

85, Grizzlies 82: Mike
Blbbv s long three-pointer as
time expired was upheld on a con-
troversial video review and the
Kings got their 14th straight
home victory against the Griz-
zlies.
Peja Stojakovic's inbounds pass
with 1.4 seconds left was tipped
by James Posey, but the clock
didn’t start until Bibby grabbed
the ball, turned and hit an amaz-
ing three- -pointer from several
feet behind the line.

Rockets 97, SuperSonics 95:
At Seattle, Tracy McGrady had
35 points and Yao Ming 22, includ-
ing 16 in the second half. Houston
outscored the Sonics 22-6 in the
third period, with those six points
setting franchise records for both
teams.

Clippers 110, Lakers 101:
Corey Maggette scored 30 points,
Elton Brand had 22 points and 15
rebounds and the Clippers beat
the Lakers despite Kobe Bryant’s
41 points.

Bobby Simmons added 16
points, Chris Kaman scored 12
and Rick Brunson had 10 for the
Clippers, who won for just the
fourth time in 15 games.
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St. Mary’s hopes 25 victories, strong WCC is enough

BY JANIE MCCAULEY

The Associated Press

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — Saint Mary’s
players will be closely monitoring confer-
ence tournaments this week as they prac-
tice with the hope of being selected for the

NCAA tournament.

The Gaels (25-8) have made a strong
case to earn their first NCAA berth in eight
seasons, but after losing in the West Coast
P ¥

“I look forward to playing in the tourna-
ment,” Gaels coach Randy Bennett said. “I
hope we're in it. I think we're in it. Where
we play and who we play doesn’t matter. I
think we're a good enough team to win
some games in the tournament. Our guys
have done a really great job continuing to

elevate the program.”

to
No. 11 Gonzaga, they must wait until Sun-

day to learn their postseason fate.

The Bulldogs locked up their seventh
straight NCAA bid with a 80-67 victory
over Saint Mary’s on Monday night.

They know that this is their best chance
to make a tournament run, too. The Gaels
lose four senior starters, including leading
scorer Paul Marigney and fearless point
guard E.J. Rowland, from a team that has
won 25 games and finished second to
Gonzaga in the much-improved WCC. And

Bennett’s name will certainly come up for
job openings elsewhere this offscason.

“Who knows?”
Clapp said when asked about his pro-
gram’s NCAA chances. “We'll be watching
the show on Sunday.”

The WCC was stronger than ever this
year, gaining national attention with big
wins against nationally ranked opponents
— Santa Clara shocked No. 2 North Caroli-
na in November, and San Francisco is one
of two teams to beat 18th-ranked Pacific.

The WCC reached its highest ranking of
seventh in the conference RPI standings
behind the six power leagues. The Gaels
hope all that is enough.

athletic director Carl

“You can never be overconfident but I
think we should get in,” Rowland said. “We
have 25 wins. We're the second-best team
in the WCC, which is a tough conference.
We should be in. I think we're a better team
than a lot of guys who are on the bubble.”

Saint Mary’s split two regular-season
meetings with Gonzaga.

“Getting
said junior forward Daniel Kickert, who
scored 27 points Monday. “We had a pretty
tough schedule — 25 wins is a lot of wins. I
think it will help our case. It’s not like we
went out on a really bad note. I think we
proved to people we're in contention for an
NCAA berth.”

a win against Gonzaga helps,”

Conference tournaments

Amel a East

Saturday, WAt
Saturday, Merch 12
Northeastern at Vermont

Atlantic Coast

ryland ey, March 10
lan

North Catolng St vs-Florica st
Miami vs. Virgini

iday, M
Nortn carolina vs. | Mary\and/clemson
Virginia Tech vs. Georgi
Wil Forectve N o Sarayiorida st

Bk Ve VAT raina

Saturday, March 12
Semifinals

Sunday, March 13
Championship.

Atlantic Sun
Championshij

Saturday, March 5
Central Florida 63, Gardner-Webb 54

Atlantic 10

Wednesday, March 9
Richmond vs. Rhode Island
Massachusetts vs. La Salle
Fordham vs. Duquesne

nvs.

St Bonaventure

Samuoseph's [y mcnmond/nnoae Island
Xavir vs Massachusetts/La
ot Wachngion & FarchamDuquesne
ool ve. Bayion,St. Bonaventurs
" riday, March 11
semifinals

Saturday, March 12
Championship.

Big East

fednesday, March 9
West Virginia vs. Providence
Georgetown vs. Seton Hall
Notre Dame vs, Rutgers
terfnals

Boston Col \I gc vs W Vlrglma/medcncc
Villanova vs. Pittsburgh
Somnecticut v GeargetourSeton Hall
Syracuse vs. Notre
Fnd!y h
Semifinals
Saturday, March 12
Championship
Big Sky
Tuesday, March 8
Montana 79, Montana St. 67
Weber St. 71 Ponlznd St. 61
nesd-lv, March 9
amploninlv
Montana vs. Weber S
Big South
Championshij
Saturday, Marcl
Winthrop 68, Charleston Southern 46
Big Ten
rsday, March 10
Northwestem s WEmga

lowa vs. Purdue
Oblo State . Pemn siate|
Fri

Winois v Northastarm/wchigan

esota vs. Indiana

Miohan Siate v owaypu

Wisconsin vs. Ohio sme/Penn State
, March 1

Semifinals
Sunday, March 13
Championship.

Big 12

Thursday, March 10
Missouri vs. Nebraska

Texas vs.Colgrado

Oklahoma vs. M\ssoun/NcbrasKa
Jexas Tech vs, owa
S T e
Okiahoma state vs. Texas/Colorado
turday, March 12
Semifinals
Sunday, March 13
Championship.

West
Wednesday, March 9

UC Irvine vs. Idaho

Long Beach State vs. UC Santa Barbara

wrsday, Marck
Cal Fullerton vs,lower.sceded winner
Cal Northridge vs. higher-seeded winner
, March 1
Semifinals
Saturday, March 12
Championships.

Colonial Athletic
Championship
Monday, March 7
0ld Dominion 73, Va. Commonwealth 66

Conference USA

, March 9
Texas Christian vs. Marquette

Cincinnativs, Houston/South Florida
y, Marc}
Semifinals
saturday, March 12
Championship

Horizon League

Championship
resday, Mar
Wis-Milwaues 55, Betrorcss.

Metro Atlantic

Championship
Monday, March 7
Niagara 81, Rider 59

Mid-Amerlcan

day, March 7
Kent State o1, Coni | Michigan 60
Akron 78, Eastern Mich
Buffalo 73, Northern
g Groen 15 Ball Ste T3
Ohio 72, Marshall
‘Thursday, March 10
Toledo vs. utalo
W. Michigan vs.
Miami (Ohio) % Bowing Green

ate
Friday, March 11

Semifinals
turday, March 12

sat
Championship
Mid-Continent
Monday, March 7
Oral Roberts 80, IUPU-Indianapolis 69
©Oakland, Mich. 56, Chlcago State 53

ampion
Tuesday,
e ral Robarts 60

Oakland,

Mld-Easiern Athleiic

y, March
Bethune- Coukman 75 orty Carolina AGT 62

Delaware St 39, Belhune Cookman
Hampton vs.

Coppin

fay, March 11
Semifinals

Saturday, March 12
Championship

Missouri Valley

Chamionshi
Creighton 75, W Mieaur Siate 57

Mountain West

‘Thursday, March 10
Utah vs. Colorado St.
LV vs. Wyoming
Now Miexico vs Brigham Young
AirForce vs. $an D

UtahColorads Seate var ONLY Wyoming
New Mexico/BYU vs. Air Force/San Diego st.
Saturday, March 12

Championship

Northeast

Championshiy

Wednes tarch 9
Wagner vs. Fairleigh Dickinson
Ohio Valley
‘Championship
Saturday, March
Eastern Kentucky 52, Austin Peay 46
Pac-10
Thursday, March 10
Ar\zona vs. California
ICLA vs. Oregon State
ash\ jton vs. Arizona State
Stanford vs. Washington state
Semifinals

Saturday, March 12
Championship.

Patriot
‘Championship

Friday, March 11
Bucknell at Holy C1o85

Southeastern

lay,
Alabama vs. South Ca
Florida vs. Mississippi State/Georgi

hna/M:ssnssmm

Kentucky vs. Arkansas/Tennessee
LSU vs. Vanderbilt/Aubur
Saturday, March 12
Semifinals
Sunday, March 13
Championship.

Southern

Shampionshit
irday, M:
Chattanooga 66 NG Creenttoro 62

Sou!hland

he
Lamar 91, Toas San Anfonto
Northwestern st. 81 Texas ington 67
SE Louisiana 75, Tex:
Sam Houston .85, McNeese st

day, March 10

i
Lamar at Northwestern State
Sam Houston State at SE Lou
inday, March 13

Champlonshi:
Southwestern Athletic

Grambling vs. South
Alabama St v, Praiic View AGM
Misissipp Vaney 5, Jac

Friday, March 1
Semifinals

Sunday, March 13
Championship.

Sun Belt

Monday, Marcl
ver 77, Western Kentuck
Lousiana Lafayette & na remational 63

ay, March 8
Lovisiana-Lafayete 55 bemver 69

West Coast
‘Championship
londay, Marcl
Gonzaga 80, St. Mary's, Calif. 67
Western Athletic

Tuesday, March 8
Hawaii 7, Sanooe G 45
Boise State 83, Tuisa 73

‘Thursday, March 10

xas-E| Paso vs. Hawail
Rice vs. Southern Methodist
fresno State vs, Lolisiana Tech
vada vs. Boise State
riday, March 11

Semifinals

Saturday, March 12
Championship

Annual rite of spring:
basketball madness

BY ARMANDO SALGUERO
The Miami Herald

MIAMI — Championship Week
is here, which means 26 conferenc-
es from the Northeast to the South-
land, from the Western Athletic to
the Big East, will decide their tour-
nament champions by Sunday.

That’s Selection Sunday to fel-
low devotees of bracketology and
RPI ratings.

By Sunday evening the field for
The Dance will be set. Top seeds
will be established, and folks from
Seattle to Key West, interns to in-
vestment lawyers, will begin wad-
ing into their office NCAA pools.

Everyone becomes a college
basketball expen this time of

year; everyone thinks they can
spot this year’s Cinderella even
though they haven’t watched a
game all season.

That’s because these folks who
didn’t care about college basket-
ball when the season began under-
stand it is March now, and the in-
evitable is about to happen.

They will soon contract the
Madness.

College basketball changes ev-
erything in the sports world this

week.

It’s a time when Pacific is not
only an ocean but a mid-major
team with a real shot to reach the
Sweet 16. It's a time when the
Davidson Wildcats share the

stage with the Kentucky Wildcats.

This week you will root for peo-
ple you never knew were on the
planet. You will watch Coppin
State from the MEAC and wish
them luck, not because their

Louisville’s Taquan Dean has led
the Cardinals in three-point shoot-
ing since he discovered he had
mononucleosis two weeks ago.

coach’s name is Fang Mitchell,
and you have root for a guy who
answers to Fang ... But because
earlier this season, Mitchell had a
tumor removed from his thyroid
area yet valiantly continued to
point his team toward success.

Championship Week lets us see
the fantastic and the freakish.

We will see Louisville guard
Taquan Dean, whose game has ac-
tually improved since he learned
he has mononucleosis.

Off the court, Dean has shown
understandable signs of fatigue,
which is why teammate and room-
mate Francisco Garcia says Dean,

“is always going to bed early.”

During timeouts, coach Rick
Pitino jokes, “He’s not conta-
gious, but we just stay far away
from him an; "

That hasn’t stopped Dean from
finding his three-point stroke and
leading the Cardinals in that de-
partment since learning he had
the disease two weeks ago.

Then there’s LSU freshman
Glen “Big Baby” Davis. He is list-
ed 6 feet 9 and 310 pounds, but ev-
eryone knows college programs
— how to say this delicately — lie.

Big Baby looks like he’s push-
ing 350 pounds, which is perhaps
the reason former Utah coach
Rick Majerus, himself a walrus of
a man, suggested Big Baby occa-
sionally pass on a couple of his
three daily dinners.

No word whether Big Baby took
the advice, but watching him drib-
ble-drive to the basket is amazing.
He has scored in double figures
nine times in the past 10 games,
which might be understandable
because who the heck is dumb
enough to take the charge?

Championship Week and the
tournament that follows is about
what is right in college athletics.

Neither computers nor poll-
sters decide this championship. It
will be won by athletes in
head-to-head competition. And
that gives teams that can win it all
no advantage over teams that are
happy to be part of it all.

Championship Week also offers
avillain. As with all great theater,
you can satisfy your sensibilities
when the unfriendly, pompous,
boor gets his comeuppance.

at's why you should
watch Bobby Knight's games.
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Milwaukee sees NCAA her

BY ARNIE STAPLETON
The Associated Press

MILWAUKEE — The Wisconsin-Mil-
waukee Panthers finally got to cut down
the nets, thanks to Adrian Tigert.

The senior forward’s free throw with 4.2
seconds left gave the Panthers a 59-58 win
over Detroit in the Horizon League champi-
onship game Tuesday night.

The Panthers didn’t cut down the nets
when they won the regular-season title at
home, preferring to wait until winning the
tournament title and the automatic NCAA
bid that goes along with it.

“We saved it because we had a goal in
mind,” tournament MVP Joah Tucker
said. “It feels good to finally cut the nets
down. We savored the moment. It means
something when you're older and you say,
‘We won a conference championship.” But
our goal was to get into the [NCAA] tourna-
ment.”

After reaching the NCAA tournament
for the first time in 2003, the Panthers got
ahead of themselves last year when they
won the regular season and then lost the
tournament title game to rival Illinois-Chi-
cago, also at U.S. Cellular Arena.

The Panthers (24-5) looked like they
‘were blowing it again, trailing most of the
night and missing 11 of 24 free throws, in-
cluding the first of two by Tigert with 4.2
seconds remaining.

Milwaukee coach Bruce Pearl called
timeout and instructed the rest of his start-
ers to set up on defense while trying to
calm Tigert.

“T told him, ‘One’s as good as two. We

1

just need one,’ ” Pear!

It worked.

“I could tell he was confident he’d knock
down the next one,” Tucker said.

Sure enough, Tigert stepped up to the
line with nothing but red shirts around him
and calmly sank his second shot.

“It’s nice to redeem myself,” Tigert said.

Despite the Panthers’ efforts to keep the
ball out of his hands, freshman Brandon
Cotton, who had 21 points, brought the ball
upcourt, hounded the whole time by Boo
Davis. He was off-target on a contested
jumper that would have sent the Titans to
the NCAA tournament at 15-15.

Instead, the yellow-and-black-clad stu-
dents stormed the court, something that
was denied them a year ago.

th on its horizon

Wisconsin-Milwaukee players celebrate as fans rush the court after beating Detroit 59-58 in the Horizon League championship on Tuesday.

Ed McCants’ 18 points led the Panthers,
who held Detroit scoreless for the final 2/>
minutes to avoid losing the tournament
title game at home for the second straight
season.

Tucker added 15 points and Davis 12 for
Milwaukee, which has won 17 of 18 and
went 13-1 at home this season with its only
loss coming to Detroit, a 78-68 setback Jan.
3. Milwaukee avenged that loss 2%z weel
later with a 61-48 win at Detroit.

The Titans, who went 0-13 this season
when failing to score 60 points, were going
for their first tournament title since 1999.

Detroit coach Perry Watson was bitter,
criticizing the officiating, which he called
inconsistent in the closing minutes.

“These things are discouraging. You
want your guys to have a fair shot,” Watson
complained. “It’s just tough when you have
1o look at your guys saying, ‘Coach, I was
fouled,’ and it wasn’t called. Iguess I ques-
tion the judgment on some of thos

Cotton’s 11 first-half points helped De-
troit take a 30-24 lead at the break, and Mu-
hammad Abdur-Rahim’s basket to open
the second half gave the Titans their big-

gest lead at 32-24. The Panthers responded
with three straight three-pointers, two by
McCants, the conference’s player of the
year, to go ahead 33-32. It was their first
lead since 2-0.

McCants’ two free throws with 10:22 re-
maining capped the Panthers’ 17-4 surge
and gave Milwaukee a 41-36 lead. But the
Titans came back with nine straight points,
taking a 45-41 lead on Cotton’s two free
throws with 7:11 left.

The Panthers trailed until Tucker sank
two free throws with 55 seconds left to tie it
at

Ragin’ Cajuns get revenge, bid

Upstaged: At-large berth

BY JAIME ARON
The Associated Press

DENTON, Texas — With
strands of net behind their ears
and Sun Belt tournament champi-
on T-shirts over their jerseys, Lou-
isiana-Lafayette’s Ragin’ Cajuns
had good reason to celebrate.

And making the NCAA tourna-
ment was only part of it.

As thrilled as they were to
make the NCAA field for the sec-
ond straight year, the Ragin’ Ca-
Juns were equally excited — and,
in some ways, relieved — to do so
at the expense of Denver.

‘With an 88-69 victory over Den-
ver in the finals of the Sun Belt
tournament Tuesday night, Loui-
siana-Lafayette avenged two loss-
es earlier this season to the team
that also ended its run of three
straight division titles.

“We really wanted to face them
again,” Ragin’ Cajuns coach Rob-
ert Lee said. “We wanted to come
out and make a statement that we
were the best team.”

Tiras Wade led the way, scor-
ing 21 of his 30 points in the sec-
ond half when Louisiana-Lafay-
ette (20-10) turned a tie game into
a rout. Denver (20-10) got within
70-63 with 5:28 left, but the Rag-
in’ Cajuns closed with an 18-6 run
that included six free throws by
ade.

“The first two times we played
them, we didn’t play to the best of
our ability,” said Wade, who
scored a tournament-record 82
points and was named its most
outstanding player. “We believe
we have the best five starters in
the Sun Belt. If we didn’t beat our-
selves, we were confident we
would get the win.”

Although Denver missed a
chance to make its first appear-
ance in the NCAA Division I tour-
nament, the Pioneers couldn’t be
too disappointed. Denver has
only been in D-I since 1999 after
spending 19 seasons in NAIA and
Division II.

“It was an unbelievable year,”

coach Terry Carroll said. “We ac-
complished things no one thought
we would do.”

Rodney Billups led Denver
with 16 points but had just three
assists, half his season average.

emi Nicholson had 14 points
and nine rebounds and Erik Ben-
zel scored 15.

“It was more about what Lafay-
ette did right than about what we
did  wrong” Carroll said.
“They’re an experienced, veteran
team that’s been in this situation
before and that’s a huge benefit.”

Wade’s NCAA tournament ex-
periences have been bittersweet.
The past two years, he’s had to
watch his teammates play with-
out being able to join them.

He missed last year’s trip be-
cause he was sitting out the sea-
son after transferring from East
Tennessee State. He played for
ETSU the previous year when it
made the NCAAs, but left the
squad before the tournament.

“I finally got there. Finally!”
Wade said. “It feels better than I
thought it would feel.”

unlikely for Oral Roberts

KNOCKED, FROM BACK PAGE

In the Mid-Continent final,
Scott scored 19 points and Mar-
shall scored 18 for Oakland. The
Golden Grizzlies were making
their first appearance in the tour-
nament championship. And now,
the 8-year-old Division I program
will play in the NCAA tourna-
ment for the first time.

Caleb Green scored 13 points
and Tutt added 12 for the Golden
Eagles (25-7), whose hopes for
their first NCAA tournament ap-
pearance in 21 years were likely
dashed. No Mid-Continent team
has been an at-large selection to
the NCAA tournament, but the
Golden Eagles have an 81-63 win
against Georgetown on their ré-
sumé.

They just missed another im-
pressive win, falling 69-68 at Indi-
ana.

“I don’t think we have much of

a chance,” Oral Roberts coach
Scott Sutton said. “I'll be extreme-
ly disappointed if we don’t make
the NIT. I think we deserve to con-
tinue to play.”

“I'm just numb,” Oral Roberts
guard Luke Spencer-Gardner
said. “I'm not really feeling all
that much. I'm just shocked. This
isn’t the way it was meant to be.”

Oral Roberts used a 9-2 run to
take a 44-43 lead, capped when
Green took a pass from Tutt,
whirled around Oakland’s David
Ritzema and scored.

After that, the lead changed
five times and the teams were
tied four times before Spen-
cer-Gardner’s two free throws
put the Golden Eagles ahead
59-57 with 2:20 to play.

Scott hit one of two free throws
to bring Oakland within a point,
and Bluitt’s answer at the other
end left an opening for Oakland to
win.
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DODDS players invited to showcase skills

K-town coach holding tryouts for team going to AAU event

BY RUSTY BRYAN
Stars and Stripes

Kaiserslautern boys basketball
coach Clint Robinson is calling
out high school players in Europe
who think they have what it takes
to play in college.

Robinson will be holding try-
outs for players he termed the
“best of the best” on March 19-20
in Kaiserslautern, Germany, to se-
lect a team he has been invited to
take to the Amateur Athletic
Union Basketball’s Super Show-
case at Walt Disney World in Or-
lando, Fla., in July.

“We want a big turnout,” Robin-
son said Tuesday. “I'm inviting
anybody who thinks he or she is
good enough to attend the try-
outs.”

Although  Robinson  takes
groups of Europe-based players
to the States every summer to at-
tend basketball camps, he said
this tournament is different.

“This is the first

him to share with

time players from &k 11 will provide  coaehes attending
Europe have ever -~ i the AAU event.
been invited to them with the “People are al-
anything like the ways asking me
Summer kind of for tapes” he
Showcase,”  he o, . said.
said. experience and The best boys
Robinson said  egposure they — inthe tyouts will
the tryouts will h participate in the
offer tangibleben-  need to advance  showcase.

efits even to play-
ers not selected.
“We’ll  divide
the players into
four separate
teams ...
hold games. I guarantee every
player who attends a game tape
and game footage he or she can
submn to college coaches,” he

Whlle there will be no stateside
trip for girls who attend the try-
outs, Robinson said he’d take
tapes of their performances with

to the next level .9y
Clint Robinson

Forty-eight teams
from all over the
United States, in-
cluding some of
the most highly re-
cruited players in
the country, are expected to at-
tend.

Moreover, the tournament will
unfold during a live NCAA re-
cruiting period, giving players
from outside the usual recruiting
areas a chance to show their tal-
ents and talk to college coaches
and scouts.

K-town coach

Armstrong backs Paris 2012 bid

The Associated Press

PARIS — Lance Armstrong
threw his support behind Paris’
bid for the 2012 Olympics on
Wednesday, the same day Inter-
national Olympic Committee
members started assessing the
city’s bid for the Games.

In an interview with The Associ-
ated Press, the six-time Tour de
France winner acknowledged he
is torn between the competing
Paris and New York bids, but said
the French capital deserves to be
picked.

Paris would be “outstanding,”
said Armstrong, who hails from
Austin, Texas. New York also
merits support given “everything
they went through the last four,
five years,” he said, referring to
the Sept. 11, 2001, terror attacks.
But he added: “If they don’t win
in 2012, they could win in 2016.”

Moscow, Madrid and London
also are competing. The Olympic
host will be decided in a vote by
the I0C in Singapore on July 6.

French officials showed the
13-member I0C panel their plans
for 2012, including presentations
about the sites that would be used
and the plans to build a $2.52 bil-
lion Olympic village on an old rail-
way yard in northern Paris.

Mayor Bertrand  Delanoe,
sports minister Jean-Francois
Lamour, bid director Philippe
Baudillon and others took part in
the meeting at the hotel where

e 10C panel is staying. Inspec-
tors arrived Tuesday for a
four-day tour of the city consid-
ered the favorite to stage the Sum-
mer Games.

Armstrong said Paris was “ar-
guably the best candidate” for the
2008 Olympics, which went to
Beijing instead.

“To be fair, I think that Paris de-
serves the Olympics,” he said be-
fore starting Wednesday’s stage
of the Paris-Nice race.

Armstrong has a soft spot for
Paris. For six straight years he has
ridden onto the famed Champs-El-
ysees as winner of the Tour de

Sports briefs

France. But as an American, he
has feelings for New York, too.
“You've put me in a hard place,
but I think Paris should be an out-
standing city. But I also think that
in some points New York de-
serves to have something as spe-
cial as the Olympics,” he said.

Marshall grid coach retires
HUNTINGTON, W.Va. — Mar-
shall football coach Bob Pruett re-
tired Wednesday after nine years,
saying it was time to move on.
The 61-year-old Pruett told the
team of his decision in the morn-
ing and held a news conference
three hours later. Larry Kueck,
Marshall’s associate offensive co-
ordinator and  quarterbacks
coach, will serve as interim coach.
“It’s not about winning and los-
ing. It’s not about money. It’s not
about anything I didn’t get,” Pru-
ett said. “It’s just time. It's well
Lhought out. This is not a sudden

Athletic director Bob Marcum
was disappointed.

“There’s no doubt, I've tried ev-
erything possible to talk coach
Pruett out of it. In fact, I offered
him my job,” Marcum said joking-
ly. “I said, ‘Listen, if you want to
be the athletic director, that's no
problem. P'm highly mobile.”

“He said, ‘That’s crazy. I'm giv-
ing up one pressure cooker. Why
do I want to take another one?’ ”

The decision comes as Mar-
shall prepares to enter Confer-
ence USA this fall. The Thunder-
ing Herd finished their final sea-
son in the Mid-American Confer-
ence with a 6-6 record, their first
non-winning season in 21 years.
The school moved to Division I-A
in 1997, a year after it won the Di-
vision I-AA national champion-
ship.

Pruett is the most successful
coach in Marshall history, going
94-23 with five MAC champion-
ships and five bowl victories.

Henin-Hardenne plans return
at Miami Nasdag-100 Open

BRUSSELS, Belgium — Justine
Henin-Hardenne plans to return
to tennis for the Nasdag-100 Open
in Miami later this month after re-
covering from a knee injury.

Formerly world’s
top-ranked player, Henin-Hard-
enne has won the French, Austra-
lian and U.S. Opens the past two
years.

The knee injury ended her
hopes of defending her Austra-
lian Open title, forcing her to pull
out of the January tournament.

“She has no more pain in her
right knee,” said a statement on
her Web site.

Women’s downhill postponed

LENZERHEIDE, Switzerland
— The final women’s World Cup
downbhill of the season was post-
poned Wednesday by heavy snow-
fall and was rescheduled for early
Thursday.

A men’s training session slated
for Wednesday afternoon was
also scrapped and moved to
Thursday afternoon, about 1Y
hours before the actual race, as of-
ficials struggled with limited time
opponunities remaining  this
we

Bulh the women’s and men s
final downhill were originally s|
ed for Wednesday, but bad wealh-
er all week has made a mess of
the program.

The finals end Sunday but no
races have been held.

Ex-heavyweight champ Page

upgraded to fair condition

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Former
WBA heavyweight champion
Greg Page has been upgraded to
fair condition, although he re-
mains on a ventilator in intensive
care.

Page, 46, was admitted to Jew-
ish Hospital on Feb. 20 with pneu-
monia and other complications.

The hospital said Wednesday
that Page’s condition is slowly im-
proving and he is resting comfort-
ably.

“This is a great opportunity for
DODDS athletes,” Robinson said.
“It will provide them with the
kind of experience and exposure
they need to advance to the next
level.”

No formal registration is re-
quired, Robinson said. Prospects
should show up at Kaiserslautern
High School ready to play at 8
am. on March 19, he said. Doors
will close al 8:30.

accommodations
will be pmvlded at no charge in
the school gym, Robinson said,
but players will need their own
bedding and money to buy food.

Robinson said he’s seeking
tax-deductible contributions to de-
fray the expenses of taking a
team to Florida. He said he’d also
welcome volunteers to help with
the tryouts.

Anyone seeking information
about donating or helping can call
Robinson at (+49) (0)631-99351.
Email Rusty Bryanat:

Local scorehoard
Military basketball

USAFE small units tournament

RAF FAIRFORD. England —_Results
from the 2005 USAFE small units basket-
ball tournament, a pool-play event that
ends Saturday.

Tuesday's games
Gellnkichen 15, St Mawgan s8
Keflavik 85, A\conb
SEavanger 76, e )

Rhein Nain 79, croughton 73
Memwith Hil 8, Mawgan 61
Alconbury 9, aiford 7
nesday's games
St Mawgan s, Rnemvan

Lajes vs. Alconbus
tavanger vs. Fairford

Thus games
Rhein-Main vs. Menwith Hill
Geilenkirchen vs. Croughton
Fairford s, Lajes
Alconbury vs.
e ve Memwith Hil
Keflavik vs. Lajes
Croughton vs. St. Mawgan

riday's games
Consolation games, 10 a.m., noon and 2

Semifinals, 4 and 6 p.m.
‘saturday’s games

Third place, 10 a.m.

Cchampionship, noon.
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Kansas City, Minnesota get defensive

Chiefs sign LB Bell; Vikings add CB Smoot

The Associated Press

Kendrell Bell signed with the Kansas
City Chiefs and Fred Smoot agreed to a
deal with the Minnesota Vikings as two of

the NFL'’s worst defenses
plugged holes through
free agency Tuesday.
Smoot had 16 intercep-
tions over five seasons
with the Washington Red-
skins and was selected as an alternate to
the Pro Bowl. He will form a quality tan-
dem at cornerback with Antoine Winfield,
who was Minnesota’s top free agent signee
last season.

Bell, the former Pittsburgh linebacker,
was AP Defensive Rookie of the Year in
2001. He played in only three games last
season because of groin and shoulder inju-
ries, and Pittsburgh re-signed the much
cheaper Larry Foote, who started most of
the season in his place.

The New York Giants also passed on
Bell last week because of his injury history
and salary demands and signed Antonio
Pierce from Washington. Pierce had

played in a 4-3, while Bell's experience
was in a 3-4.

That didn’t seem to trouble Kansas City,
which has been desperately seeking an im-
pact player for its defense the past few
years.

“He is a quality football player as well as
a quality person,” Chiefs President Carl
Peterson said of Bell, who signed a
seven-year deal.

In other deals Tuesday, Tampa Bay
re-signed veteran wide receiver Joey Gallo-
way and Cleveland signed a former Buc,
guard Cosey Coleman. The Browns also
redid the contract of veteran quarterback
Trent Dilfer, obtained from Seattle over
the weekend, and extended his deal from
one year to four.

“I feel like I've got a lot of football left,”
Dilfer said. “I love this game. I love the
travel. I love the way Mondays feel after a
‘win or a loss. I love the pressure. There’s
not a guy who loves football more than I do.
1 feel like my best football is ahead of me.”

Another wide receiver, Santana Moss,
passed his physical with Washington after
being traded from the New York Jets for
wideout Laveranues Coles. The deal will
be completed when Coles passes a physical
with the Jets.

Another receiver, Cedrick Wilson, left
San Francisco to sign with Pittsburgh, ap-
parently ending any chance the Steelers
will re-sign Plaxico Burress. Burress, who
has gotten less attention than expected, is
scheduled to visit the Giants on Wednes-

ay.

“A lot of strange things can happen in
free agency,” Steelers director of football
operations Kevin Colbert said. “We never
want to say never.”

Safety Robert Griffith agreed to a
two-year contract with Arizona, the Cardi-
nals’ fourth free agent acquisition. The
team previously signed offensive tackle Ol-
iver Ross (Steelers), quarterback Kurt
Warner (Giants) and defensive end Chike
Okeafor (Seahawks).

“We’re making some major changes this
winter and, I mean, who's surprised by
that?” coach Dennis Green said. “You
think I could stand another year like last
year? There’s just no way.”

Griffith, 34, left the Browns to rejoin
Green, who brought him into the NFL in
1994 with the Vikings as an undrafted rook-
ie out of San Diego State. The S-foot-11,
200-pound Griffith made a career-high 157
tackles, including 93 solos, eight tack-
les-for-loss, one interception and one sack
in 2004.

The Giants also announced the signing
of former Atlanta kicker Jay Feely and are
expected to sign veteran Jim Miller as a
backup to second-year quarterback Eli
Manning.

New England, which lost Joe Andruzzi to
Cleveland, re-signed its other guard,
Stephen Neal, a college wrestler who never
played football at Cal State-Bakersfield.

Carolina Panthers receiver Ricky Proe-
hl, who turned 37 on Monday, will put re-
tirement on hold and return for one more
season, his 16th in the NFL.

Romanowski shed tears on the stand

BY IVAN DELVENTHAL

Contra Costa Times
(Walnut Creek, Calif.)

OAKLAND, Calif. — Bill Ro-
manowski, the former Oakland
Raiders linebacker, teared up
Tuesday afternoon as he testified
about his own Jekyll-and-Hyde
persona — one side a gladiator in
the NFL and the other a
mild-mannered husband and fa-
ther of two.

Romanowski’s testimony came
in the trial of a lawsuit brought
against him by ex-teammate Mar-
cus Williams over a punch on the
practice field a year and a half
ago,

Williams, 27, contends that Ro-
manowski, a 16-year NFL veter-
an, knocked off his helmet and
connected with a right-hand to
the face during practice with the
Raiders on Aug. 24, 2003. Will-
iams’ attorneys say the blow was
unprovoked and knocked Will-

iams, a special teams player and
aspiring tight end, out of profes-
sional football.

James Brosnahan, Williams'
lead attorney, called Romanowski
to the witness stand on Tuesday.

During his testimony, tears
welled up in Romanowski’s eyes
as he described the challenges of
being a pro football player and a
citizen in the ordinary world.

“You had this family man off
the field with a wife and two
kids,” Romanowski said of him-
self, his voice breaking. “Then
you have this so-called warrior on
the field.”

Dressed in a tan suit and blue
shirt, Romanowski testified that
he is now working on a book enti-
tled “Romo: My Jekyll and Hyde
Life,” which explores the issue of
his two-sided personality.

In court Tuesday he admitted
to punching Williams on the day
in question, but said he did so dur-
ing a fight that broke out at the

end of a play during practice. Ro-
manowski, 38, said he reacted
after being pushed in the back by
the younger player.

“Did you punch him as hard as
you could?” Brosnahan asked.

“I wouldn’t know,” Romanows-
ki replied.

Medical experts called by Will-
iams have testified that the punch
broke the ex-player’s eye socket
and caused brain trauma that
brought on an array of cognitive
and emotional problems.

During his questioning, Brosna-
han delved into four on-field inci-
dents during Romanowski’s ca-
reer, including one kick, one
punch and two improper hits that
occurred during games and that
resulted in the league imposing
tens of thousands of dollars in
fines.

In one 1997 incident cited by
Brosnahan, Romanowski, then
with the Denver Broncos, was
fined $20,000 by the NFL for a hel-
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met-to-helmet hit that broke the
jaw of Carolina Panthers quarter-
back Kerry Collins.

Romanowski testified that foot-
ball is a “very violent, violent
game” and that “there are things
that happen out there that you get
fined for.”

During questioning by Jeffrey
Springer, his own attorney, Ro-
manowski said he felt badly for
Williams. He testified that both
he and Williams should be ac-
countable for what occurred.

The questioning also gave him
the chance to narrate for the jury
the story of his life, and Ro-

i became at

in the suit brought
by an ex-teammate,
Bill

times. He spoke of being a
5-foot-9, 140-pound ninth-grader
in Vernon, Conn., who decided
after reading a Sports Illustrated
article about legendary running
back Herschel Walker that he
‘would win a football scholarship.

By his senior year, Romanows-
ki told the jury, thanks to hard

ki (above) cried while saying it
was difficult to be a pro football
player, hushand and father.

work and genes — he had grown
to 6-3 and 215 pounds — he was
heavily recruited.

Romanowski is set to continue
testifying Wednesday.
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K-town coach offering DODDS players
chance to showcase talents
in AAU tournament, Page 46

AP

As Oakland players celebrate, Oral Roberts’ Luke Spencer-Gardner reacts to losing in the Mid-Continent Conference championship on Tuesday.

Oakland upsets top-seeded Oral Roberts, earns
Mid- Contlnent S NCAA berth with losmg record

BY JEFF LATZKE
The Associated Press

TULSA, Okla. — All those im-
possible road trips and murder-
ous nonconference games have fi-
nally paid off for Oakland.

After starting the season with
seven losses and getting roughed
up at Illinois, Missouri, Xavier,
Texas A&M and Michigan State,
the Golden Grizzlies are going to
the NCAA tournament with a
12-18 record.

Pierre Dukes hit a three-point-
er with 1.3 seconds left and Oak-
land (Mich.) upset top-seeded
Oral Roberts 61-60 Tuesday night
to win the Mid-Continent Confer-
ence tournament and an automat-
ic bid to the NCAAs.

“Even though our record might
not show it, we are a good team,”
forward Rawle Marshall said.
“We know how to play.”

Oakland got its chance to win
after Jonathan Bluitt hit one of
two free throws to make it 60-58.
Marshall found Dukes on the left
side, and Dukes was looking to
make another pass, but he
couldn’t find anyone open.

Oakland’s Patrick McCloskey blocks a shot by Oral Roberts’ Caleb
Green during the first half of the Mid-Continent tournament final.

“I wasn't on-balance, but the
clock was running down and I
couldn’t find Rawle or Cortney
[Scott], so I had to let it fly,”

Dukes said.

‘The shot splashed through, and
when Ken Tutt couldn’t hit a des-
peration jumper for Oral Roberts,

the Golden Grizzlies celebrated
in a huddle on the court.

It’s the fourth straight season a
team with a losing record has
made the NCAA tournament.
Each of the previous three —
Siena in 2002, North Caroli-
na-Asheville in 2003 and Florida
A&M last year — won the
“play-in” game, then lost to the
No. 1 seed in the first round.

Oakland finished 7-9 in the con-
ference and was the seventh seed
in the tournament. The Grizzlies
never won more than two games
in a row in the regular season, but
have a five-game winning streak
after three straight tournament
victories.

“This season, we've been
through a lot of adversny, a lot of
tough losses,” Marshall said. “It
couldn’t get no worse for us.

“We just wanted to go out there
and play, and that’s all we wanted
to do. The pressure wasn’t on us.
It was on them.”

Two more teams advanced to
the NCAAs. In the Horizon, Wis-
consin-Milwaukee beat Detroit
59-58; in the Sun Belt, Louisi-
ana-Lafayette beat Denver 88-69.
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